       THE START OF THE SEASON REPORT 1ST APRIL 2005

                                       February Sport

The season opened for business on 11th February with more prospects of hope than any real chance of an early springer. Even in the good old days one might be more than a little optimistic to expect a springer during the month of February, kelts can be numerous but in some seasons can also be rather scarce. Despite kelts being hooked and landed within minutes of the season underway (on the river leven) few boats ventured out. Those that did go out connected to the odd kelt, which were put back. One particular boat out from Balmaha had taken two sea trout kelts each around the three and a half pounds weight. Had they been fresh sea trout he would have to obey the rules and return the fish. The fact that he killed two kelts means he has committed a criminal offence. Steps will be taken to watch this particular boat and if this act is ever repeated he will face prosecution and the removal of his permit. No fresh springers had been landed for February on either the loch or on the river leven. We had intended to get the water bailiffs out early on the loch and carry out stringent checks on anglers out at the start of the season. However that did not happen for specific reasons this year. However we will ensure that it does happen next year. We must put a stop to any anglers who think they can take kelts or early sea trout and get away with it without action being taken.

                                   MARCH SPORT

During the seventies and eighties you could have expected a nice springer or more likely in the eighties, a large fresh sea trout to be taken sometime in March. Indeed during the mid eighties it was usually the large sea trout that would become the first fish off the loch quickly followed by a springer. In some years several fish would be caught but there were also blank years for March. The traditional period when one might expect the first true run of springers to enter the leven and possibly head for the loch was usually on the third week in March.
With last year showing real signs of a positive improvement in the spring salmon runs we felt there would be a real chance or opportunity for someone to hook into an early springer either off the loch or more likely off the river leven. One has only to look at the success of Peter Lyons and Michael Brady fly fishing on the Endrick Bank last year on May. On just three visits Peter rose three salmon, with Michael on the oars the boat was kept in the right depth for longer periods than if left to drift. Peter hooked and landed a lovely eight pounder. The last angler to have caught a springer on the fly on loch lomond was probably the late Alan Dunlop or Michael himself some twenty years ago. This year these guys are going to get an earlier start and hope to be on the loch on or around the second or third week of April. We wonder if they can repeat the success of last year. 

The encouraging news is that not one but two salmon have been confirmed as fresh springers and have been taken off the loch in March. The first by Wullie Millar and the other fish by Davy King Junior. Both weighed around the ten pounds mark. Prior to that, we had reports of two farmed fish being caught off the loch. No one knows who caught them or in fact if they had been caught. There have been a lot of rumours about-farmed fish getting caught on the river leven the river Kelvin and the river Clyde. None of these rivers have reported any evidence of farmed fish! Will these fish turn up later in the year, who knows|?
The fact that two springers have been caught in March and off the loch and not the leven is more strong evidence that things are improving and prospects are looking really good.
Billy Miller had hooked and returned five sea trout off the loch and others are also hooking fresh sea trout on the loch. The river leven is receiving good runs of sea trout, which is encouraging.
We will give an April Report as soon as time allows. 
