           1ST SEPTEMBER REPORT ON LOCH LOMOND

What a season for loch anglers!!! We are now into what many anglers reckon is the best two months of the season. The loch has fished so well that if we ignored the next two months it would still have been a great year for the loch.

IMPORTANT NEWS: The Barrage gates have been lowered and the river leven is running high. This should encourage fish to enter the river, we could see the benefits of this extra water with the loch fishing really well particularly for those who can locate the likely lies were these fresh run fish might rest.

Grilse and salmon continue to get caught and over this last few weeks sea trout have started to show up well. The summer months had us all worried with sea trout not really showing much or being seen going through the leven. Reports from up and down the country suggested a collapse with sea trout stocks absent from many well-known rivers and lochs. Thankfully at least on the lomond system, the sea trout have appeared over this last three weeks and is improving as we write this report. Reports of several shoals of sea trout going through the leven on a regular basis is most encouraging. Even more encouraging is that the sea trout getting caught are between the 2-3lbs with several large fish between 7lb and 9lb being caught on the leven. The loch has also experienced big fish caught with one reckoned to be in double figures caught by someone trolling. 

The fly fishers are starting to report good bags of fish when conditions are right. Plenty of rises and sport starting to look really good for the last two months of the season. The grilse and salmon should be starting to get the spawning urge and begin to move out of the deeper water and into fly fishing territory. At this time of the year it is the fly fisher that can get the type of sport he dreams about provided you are in the right place at the right time.

If that was not enough the loch itself begins to show itself off in its fine autumn colours. There can be few places in the world that can compare to loch lomond scenery in the autumn. It is weird though, to think that all this beauty is largely down to decay! 

         WHY THE LOCH LOMOND SYSTEM IS SO UNIQUE

If there is one month that excites anglers more than any other it might just be September?  Certainly on the Loch Lomond System it seems to get anglers all fired up and raring to go. To some anglers it is the fact that the loch can fish so well with the fly if conditions are right and one never really knows whether the next rise will be from a wee neb or a very large salmon. Many fish risen are not hooked but the mental picture of that great big fish coming to your flies right next to the boat is with you for the rest of your life. The late Ian Wood reckoned that this part of fishing, the closeness to the fish and the visual scene is largely unique to loch fishing. For many of us it is nerve rattling and excitement all rolled into one. 

Some of our members take an occasional break from the loch to fish the tributaries at this time of the year. Wet days when the loch is forecast to be calm without wind can ruin sport. In these conditions the recent rain may have put the River Endrick and River Fruin in spate. At this time of year spate rivers are at their best. Both the Endrick and Fruin are spate rivers and not only fish best throughout the last two months but look their best as well. These rivers are a great joy to fish and it puts a completely different slant to the loch fishers style and approach. It offers him (or her) a chance to have a break from the loch and try out the rivers. The river Leven can fish magnificently in the autumn and many anglers prefer to fish the big salmon fly rod and spey cast down the pools. Others enjoy the Clyde Estuary and the Gareloch at this time of year catching fresh sea trout before they make their way to the rivers. 

This is a loch report and we have mentioned the other areas for one good reason. Choice and the ability to take advantage of this choice not just now but at any time of the year is what makes this system unique. Many of us already know this and appreciate it, which is why we have remained a member of the LLAIA for so many years. Some of you reading this report might like to ponder and compare this system and what we offer to other parts of the country. In doing so you may also be observant enough to notice what happens to most systems when, like this year, we have a dry season. Then again not all seasons are dry seasons, how does this system do when we get a wet season. We can tell you right now that irrespective of whether we have a dry or wet season you can bet your last dollar that because we have such a unique system our members will have had the opportunity to enjoye some fabulous sport throughout the season dry or wet. 

                    TIGHT LINES AND ENJOY YOURSELF

Breaking News: It was sad to hear that the River Clyde has experienced a major fish kill with hundreds of dead salmon removed from the river from Cambuslang right down to Glasgow Green and beyond dead salmon have been sighted all the way down to Renfrew. Low water and high temperatures can threaten salmon stocks anywhere. The problem with the Clyde from Blantyre downstream is the amount of pollution that goes down the river with sightings of condoms in this part of the river a national disgrace. Our hearts go out to the many anglers who fish there as this merely sets back the recovery of the Clyde. The exact cause is as yet not exactly clear. The main worry is to what extent (if any) has the pollution played in causing these deaths. On our own system it is the threat of pollution and the fact that we are so active and quick to complain that ensures we keep up the pressure to have our waters kept clean and improved. About 30 years ago the leven used to be like the Clyde from below Bothwell is now. Recently the river leven at Linnbrane was particularly bad for various pollution incidents from one or all of the three pipes that flowed into the river at this point. Thankfully that will now be a thing of the past as major investment is currently going into this area and should be completed by the year-end. The Clyde Anglers are not so lucky with major work not planned to start for some five to six years!

Here we are in the year 2005 and Scotland still has major pollution problems on some of its rivers. Rivers are often regarded as the lifeblood of communities. It makes you wonder though if the countries priorities should be more carefully looked at. Anyway tight lines and good luck.

