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  LOOKING BACK ON LOCH LOMOND’S 2004 SEASON
                   THE JOE BLOGGS REPORT ON LOCH LOMOND

Each year we have the usual report of fish caught and lost by the various regulars out fishing the loch. Rarely does the ordinary quiet wee chap get a mention? Mostly it is because we don’t catch many fish or for some of us we don’t catch any! Well its our turn now for a change, because it was us wee guys that done all the catching you know?

We all know that fishing is all about skill and tactics and all that etc, but we don’t bother with all that hassle and technical stuff, we just go out and fish! Over this last decade the fishing for us ordinary less than average skill guys has been pretty tough. Fish stocks had deteriorated since the glorious eighties and we were having a hard time. We still caught fish though, but we would have liked a few more. All the talk this last couple of years is that the sea trout runs appear to be recovering. Sure we had good sea trout fishing during September and October in 2003 season and we also had it pretty good this year, though the weather conditions was for the most part dreadful. No, for us it was the salmon that really made the headlines. For a change it was us guys, the ordinary less than average successful bloke that heads out from Balloch or Balmaha on most Saturdays or the odd day during the week that made the headlines. Perhaps it was the fact that the grilse were late that helped us do so well. 

The so-called experts were all out at the end of June and early July. By the first week in July many of those experts had headed down to the leven or gave lomond a rest till the autumn, convinced as they probably were that the grilse run was poor.  The so-called plod away souls (that’s us) were left to pick up the scraps. For once they were wrong, the grilse runs were simply late by a good fortnight and just to add insult to injury the runs were bloody marvelous and lasted for as long as we can remember. 

Most of us got fish and many of us that had been blank, this last couple of years, were finally rewarded by some nice fresh fish. The great thing about all this was that the catches didn’t suddenly appear, no, like the grilse runs they just kept trickling through, remaining largely unnoticed by the experts. We can’t remember the last time it was so good for us guys on lomond. So to all you anglers out there of less than average skill, our advice to you is get yourself on Loch Lomond. We love it cause we reckon it is by far the most beautiful loch in the world. Did I hear you say aye right so it is? Well did you watch the Big Yin on his tour of New Zealand the other week on telly. He was going over some of the most beautiful lochs in that country and he remarked that if pressed and with someone putting a lighted cigarette somewhere up his regions he might just say the particular loch he was looking at was even more beautiful than Loch Lomond. See told you! Anyway get yourself on lomond for 2005 cause we reckon the salmon are back and if we can catch them, all other useless unsuccessful anglers can catch them as well.

Perhaps some of you are in a club and you have still to select all your dates. Well don’t forget Loch Lomond cause you get beauty and fish now and that is a huge bonus. I am sure these guys at the L.L.A.I.A. would give you a special deal for a club outing, aye and while they’re at it perhaps they could also do a special deal with the hiring of boats for a club. If you don’t ask you don’t get old chaps. Phone them on 0141 7811545. Anyway tight lines to all of you and for the rest of my fellow friends on lomond lets hope for another superb year for us lesser mortals in 2005.

                                                                                                       JOE BLOGGS

                      Loch Lomond’s season of 2004

The year 2004 might well be remembered for the return of the salmon. Sure we had salmon in previous years, but they have been few and far between for many of the lads out trolling or occasional fly-fishing. It was great then to see those guys catch more than their share of fish. It’s not just on the leven that witnessed more fish seen more fish caught and more fish running. We experienced it on lomond too, perhaps not to the same extent, as lomond is big! Nevertheless it is great news for everyone.

We should have known the season was going to be rather special, particularly when our chairman and vice chairman went out fly fishing the famous Endrick Bank area on the loch for salmon in May. They quickly got success with Chairman doing his ghillie and vice chairman fishing they rose three salmon in no time at all. One of them was hooked played and landed, a cracker at 8lbs on the fly, turkey and Gold. 

We can’t honestly remember the last time a spring salmon was caught on the fly on lomond but we reckon it was one hell of a long time ago. We know that our chairman had taken several salmon on the fly way back in the early eighties and Peter Lyons our vice chairman was pretty expert in fishing the bank with the trolls. I suppose with their combined experience it was perhaps not as difficult as it might have been had they been relative newcomers. That said it was a great effort and clearly showed that you don’t need to troll to catch springers on lomond.

Interestingly there is now a fierce competitive element within the regular experts on lomond as to who is going to catch the first spring salmon on the fly for 2005 season. The main discussion is whether it is going to be accomplished in April (an extraordinary feat) or May and whether it will be on the Endrick Bank or the Claddech shoreline. You know what though? It just shows you how suddenly things can turn around! No one would have even thought of that or contemplated doing that three or four years ago. Now these guys are talking, not whether they will do it again!!! But whether it will be April or May!!!!! What on earth must the regular troller be thinking, if these guys are talking like that? Anyway we shall see how they get on, perhaps we might see snow on the loch in April. It certainly would not be the first time and that would surely put paid to fly fishing in April, but then again we could get a warm spell and they do indeed get the reward they are after. 

Loch Lomond is fabulous though and the scenic beauty is really second to none. The Endrick Bank area is different from all the other areas on lomond. It is more like a lowland loch here and its scenic beauty is in the fact it is different to other parts and so too it’s wildlife. This year there were two ospreys resident at the mouth of the Endrick and watching them dive in and sometimes catch fish was a site to admire and relish. We are indeed privileged to see such scenes, otters too and even the odd seal showed up. The seals we don’t like to see, not because we have any hatred of them, as anglers we love all wildlife. It is just that seals do not belong in freshwater and we know that when they appear something is far wrong with our saltwater Clyde estuary? We sometimes wish that all those interested in the outdoor type of life as we describe here could somehow speak out or perhaps join forces and fight against things that damage our wildlife. Commercial trawling on the Firth of Clyde and our Clyde Estuary is now so efficient that there is little left for the wildlife to feed on. Little wonder then that the seals are now running up the rivers and into places like loch lomond. Anyway it all adds up to the ever-changing scenery and wildlife we see each year on lomond. 

For many of the regular fly fishers on lomond the last two months have been the best period to catch sea trout and salmon on the fly. The fishing was really good this year provided you got the conditions. Many of us were coming in with good bags of sea trout. The odd one amongst us went out in June and July and done well at that period too. During the eighties it was the ones who were fairly new to the loch at that time that tended to give the fly a try usually around inch moan and Cruin. They quickly became successful and this caused the old hands who had by then resorted to trolling to revert back to the fly. They too caught fish and so the fly fishing quickly became quite famous with some cracking bags and a quality of fish unknown anywhere else in the country. 

In those days the early season fly-fishing started in May and was at its peak in June. Few if any boats bother to fish for the sea trout during that period now, partly because they do not believe that fish are there in any numbers and partly because no one else is doing it! I suppose we are all guilty of being complacent. 

It was our chairman that persuaded Peter Lyons to try for a springer this year, not that Peter needed much persuading. Why this year? Well as many of you know he is watching the runs of fish as they enter the system and this year he was positive that we had more springers running the system than previous years. This was one reason why he was keen to try with the fly on the Endrick Bank. The other reason is that he honestly believes that springers are easier to catch on the fly than on the troll, hour for hour. The other important news was that he also noticed that the early runs of sea trout in April and May were also much heavier than usual. In fact he stated to us that he seen more sea trout run in the spring period than he did during the summer. Although he mentioned the higher water levels in the summer made it difficult to see fish running. During the back end it was most noticeable on the River Endrick in particular that the majority of the sea trout running the river were badly coloured. This is clear confirmation to us that these sea trout were likely to have been early fish that had indeed ran the leven during the early spring months of April & May. There were good numbers of these coloured fish so fishing the loch for them during May and June would probably have resulted in success. 

Could we be heading back to the good old days in the eighties when sea trout fly fishing was carried out throughout May and June. The salmon fishing is more confined to a specific depth and area, whereas the sea trout could be caught in water ranging from six feet deep to eighteen feet depths. The area to fish over is therefore much more extensive.  We believe that if boats gave it a try for 2005 they would get fish and the more boats trying the more fish would get caught. We spoke to a few of the regular rods that took part in the early eighties for advice and tactics for you to try in 2005. Here is there verdict. Inch Moan and Inch Cruin are the favoured drifts. The tail fly should be dressed in a heavier iron than the bob. Flies size 8 and occasional six. The drifts should vary, well out several hundred yards out from the islands in water averaging about 15ft is your first drifts. Then with no fish risen try several drifts in the 10-12ft depths. Lastly several drifts much closer to the islands perhaps in water between 6-7 ft in depth.  Use three fly casts and a longer rod of at least 12ft. Space your flies out well and concentrate on the tail fly. A 13 ft or even 14ft rod is ideal for this type of fishing provided it is supple and soft. When you first cast out, make your casting distance longer than your summer fishing say 15 yards and concentrate on the tail fly getting deep for the first three or four yards of retrieve.  Thereafter you work the bob fly and when your flies approach the boat, hesitate always before you cast again. It is not just salmon that are slow to take in the colder water at that period in time. Keep your observation on full alert for fish showing. The line that these fish are seen jumping is often the line that your drift should be concentrating on. That line early in the season is often pretty far out, hence the first drifts should be well out from the shorelines. Watch the long point by all means as some fish do run from the Inch Murrin direction towards the long point, but many of the early runners go straight past inch Galbraith towards inch Cruin. Some of these shoals move every slowly indeed so watch closely for the odd one showing. Sometimes they will be far out at other times they will be closer in. If you can spot one or two you have a massive ace up your sleeve as you can line up your drifts accordingly. 

As we mentioned in the river report, bailiffing continues down on the river leven and on the tributaries. Making sure the fish get the opportunity to spawn is vital and so is ensuring that just because the fishing season ends on the 31st October does not mean the putty hunters and jiggers can then come onto the waters and catch whatever they like. They have been chased off the water and those putting out nets have had their nets located and removed from the system. For us the season never ends and it continues virtually right through till the start of the new season. 

During the spring of this year we had increased numbers of spring fish appear on our waters. It was one of the few years when anglers could observe fresh springers showing at various locations up and down the river leven. Since the 1st April we had bailiffs out night and day to ensure the fish were there for you the angler to fish for and hopefully catch. How many other systems made sure whatever fish you had were properly protected? We have no doubt that 2004 saw increased numbers of spring fish entering our system. The quality of those spring fish is second to none anywhere in the country. It was a delight to see anglers catching fish. There are not many rivers these days with spring salmon fishing available. We are just glad we have this wonderful sport to offer our members and permit holders. Springers are never easy to catch and we were particularly pleased that a good proportion of them was caught on the fly. David Robertson had three, the best at 18lb. Magnificent specimens and a joy to simply have them on our system. The spring salmon fishing finishes at the end of May. 

Generally the grilse runs start to come in during the end of June. In the 2004 season they came in several weeks later! Late they might have been but they seemed to continue to come in for several months rather than weeks. It was great to see them and great to see quite a few of them getting caught too. Some of our management team such as our chairman are often watching fish or watching places were fish are known to congregate etc. Because of these long periods of watching and observing they are in a unique position to see what is coming up the river rather than what anglers think is coming up or not coming up the river. Frequently on the leven your chances of hooking a fresh fish depends on being at the right place at the right time. Many of these small shoals only stopped once or twice and some shoals did not stop at all!! Many anglers believe that if the fish are fresh and they have stopped briefly and you cast over it by whatever method the fish will have a go. Others believe that not all fish are takers as nature gives fish a natural protection of survival by ensuring that only a portion of fish become takers at once. 

First things first. As anglers we are all different and we all have varying amounts of time we are willing to spend in our quest to catch fish. Those that devote enormous amounts of time fishing and learning about fishing will always catch more fish than those that perhaps treat their fishing as a day to relax from the pressures of work. People with high profile jobs have added pressure to face in life and rarely have the time to do justice to their sport. That does not mean they are lesser sportsman than others or indeed that their fishing does not mean much to them. On the contrary many of those businessmen just love to get away from it all and spend a day relaxing. Many of us have neither the desire to flog away day after day trying to catch fish or use up almost all of our spare leisure time in this pursuit. Nevertheless if we are all honest, we do want to catch at least one or two fish in a season. So to those anglers and countless others for whatever reason success in angling rarely comes their way we hope what we have said helps you to catch a few more fish. Take a look at our river report for a more in-depth look at increasing your chances whilst fishing the river.

          LOOKING AFTER THE SYSTEM HELPS EVERYONE

Prices for salmon fishings quoted and likely prices for 2005 throughout the country are heading sharply upwards with some areas quoting steep increases for next year. 

The talk down the river leven is that all of the anglers will be glad to renew for next year. The same talk for the anglers who fished our tributaries and who fished the loch is the same. They can’t wait to renew and are pleased at the sport offered in 2004.

It is worth noting that despite increased catches the price of the permit is staying at the 2004 price. £150.00 is really cheap

Your permit money is important for it provides you with fishing and protects your fishing. It provides members with a quality of sport that we believe is unequalled anywhere else for the money. Every part of the loch Lomond system helps each other. If one part is successful the rest is more likely to be successful and so forth. If anglers kill most of the fish on the leven and leave few for other areas then we all suffer. If those fishing the tributaries kill too many fish we all suffer. If we all behave in a sporting manner and take a few fish putting the rest back we all gain. We must all work together to improve and preserve our sport and ensure the loch lomond system provides us all with great sport now and in the future. We are looking at all aspects of fishing and some changes to the rules have already been introduced for 2005. These concern the river leven and will help to keep us at the forefront of proper fishery management practices. Please remember the fishings are not ours, they belong to the owners and they deserve to have their fishings managed professionally. We want every part of the loch lomond system to do well. If those fishing the Endrick and Fruin do well they tend to stay where they are and likewise the loch fishers. The same of the leven anglers. In short if all areas have fish all areas are then largely limited to those who show a preference to that particular part of the system. This effectively reduces any possible overcrowding in any part of the system and that helps to improve the quality of angling throughout. So remember when you are doing well and taking fish, don’t kill everything you land. Otherwise others loose out and it damages sport for everyone. Once again we say kill a few and leave the rest, that way we guarantee that everyone will enjoy the fishing and catch fish and everyone will be happy.

All that remains is for all of us to wish not only the faithful few but all of you………….

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GREAT NEW YEAR

FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT LOCH LOMOND ANGLING IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
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