                   END OF SEASON REPORT DECEMBER 2005

With the season now over it is time to reflect on the season of 2005. Those who fished during the 2004 season will know how good that season was with increased runs of fish throughout the spring summer and autumn. This gets you excited and you tend to look forward more to the next season in the hope that it too is just as good. However for most anglers not just on our system but throughout the country 2004 was particularly good. But what made it special was that it was completely unexpected. So with that in mind we faced the 2005 season not knowing what to expect.

          A GREAT 2005 SEASON AND ONE TO REMEMBER 

The runs of fish into the loch Lomond System throughout 2005 has been really good. At least as good if not better than the 2004 season!!!! There were some major differences though. Loch Lomond tended to be the main beneficiary with the tributaries later on in the season also doing great. 

The 2005 season has turned out to be another good season. To have two seasons in a row producing good runs of salmon is most encouraging. Obviously some areas have done better than others, rarely are seasons identical to each other so we are looking at the system in general. What we can say though is that we are moving strongly in the right direction and we expect our membership to move sharply upwards from 2006. We have stated before and we repeat here, please if you want to share in this wonderful variety of fishing we have to offer join now before it is too late. Once the membership is closed you are too late and you may well have lost out in a vastly improving fishery.

                   A QUICK REVIEW OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM
As the season opened on 11th of February no one expected a fresh springer during February just a kelt or two to get them into the swings of things. For some that happened almost immediately with several kelts caught and safely returned. As we moved into March there was some hope that we might get another encouraging spring run and we could see a springer off during the traditional period. Last year a lot more springers were actually seen throughout various parts of the river leven.

The big surprise was that we had two fish off in the last week in March exactly, when by tradition, the first real spring run used to appear. This was fantastic news by all accounts but it was surprising that both of these fish had came from the loch and not the river leven?

It just goes to show that as anglers we can convince ourselves that the water is too cold, that the temperature will prevent the fish from entering the leven. Many anglers were probably thinking along those lines and stayed at home for longer until the water warmed up. The fact that these springers were caught in the loch proves that when fish want to run or enter a river they will do so whatever we may think. The best spring lies for loch lomond would probably be around the mouth of the loch and along the Boturich shoreline or Ross Priory or perhaps the Endrick Bank area as being the most likely spring lies. The first fish was actually caught up at Sallochy with Inch Lonaig also producing an early springer. These springers had obviously traveled far and surprised most of us. It was obvious too that other fish had moved up past and beyond the traditional lies and into what most of us would call the mid-summer lies. 

                          THE EARLY SEA TROUT RUNS 

There were some really nice early running sea trout caught which was great to see but unfortunately there were also mistakes made by some anglers and some of these large sea trout were simply well mended kelts. Thankfully the new rules prevent them from being taken which is just as well. Fish up to 9lbs were caught during the spring. It was most encouraging to see these large early running sea trout once again making an appearance. Strangely enough we witnessed quite a few shoals of decent sized sea trout of 2-3lbs going through the leven during the month of April. Most of these are not really fished for by the fly fishers as they seldom wet a line until May. It is generally left to those that are trolling to catch these fish and more early season anglers are now using lures that could just as easily catch a sea trout as a salmon. 

The spring salmon season was another success story with catches similar to last year. The water levels could perhaps have been better, but at least the fish were in evidence even though we suspect more than a few simply ran through the river leven and into the loch. So far so good and an encouraging second good season in a row for spring salmon fishing. Over the years the loch spring salmon fishing was very poor. This last two years has shown an improvement so it looks like we are in for a period of improved spring salmon fishing in the years ahead we certainly hope so.

                           THE SUMMER GRILSE RUNS

July is the traditional period for the grilse to appear and they did not disappoint as they entered the river leven and made their way towards loch lomond. During the first fortnight they came in small shoals of six or sevens and even our bailiffs were not initially aware that they had arrived until well into the second week in July. The catches on the loch though confirmed they had arrived in that first week no one noticed probably because they were in small shoals. By the middle of the month some shoals were spotted by bailiffs and others and averaged about twenty or so fish. By the end of July the runs were more frequent and larger. The vast bulk of these fish were running through at night making it more difficult for the leven angler to connect with one unless they were fishing during the fading light of dusk or the first light of dawn. Some seasons you can be quick to observe this and adjust your fishing to suit. Many anglers who were fishing during the main part of the day simply concluded there are no fish entering the leven. More than a few anglers were commenting that “the grilse have yet to arrive” when in actual fact they were going through in good numbers as stated. Had they been keeping a close eye on the loch anglers they would have noticed that catches on the loch were good so it was obvious that fish were moving through. Most of the countries including this system were experiencing a drought, but unlike other systems we still had some compensation water and a constant trickle of sport. Sure some might say that on the river leven it was only two or three fish a day but compared to nearby systems it was two or three fish that they were probably not getting. Some of our regular anglers do not fish anywhere else so they do not realize that other systems usually come to a standstill during a dry period. So with loch lomond fishing really well and the leven still producing fish it was a good summer. 

The only disappointment was in the virtual disappearance of the sea trout runs during the summer months. It does not help matters when all the other rivers throughout the country were also experiencing the same thing! We could not find any sudden reason for this, but no doubt a reason there most certainly is, if only we all knew what it was? 

                        THE AUTUMN PERIOD ARRIVES

As we moved through from July to August we were still experiencing a drought. During August we were still managing to get a couple of fish a day on the leven. The loch continued to fish well, which had us all wondering just how many grilse had actually entered the system. Loch Lomond is big and it takes a fair amount of fish to produce consistent results. Given that most areas seemed to be producing fish, the runs of grilse were obviously really good. One cannot help but wonder, had a good portion of these fish stopped for a rest on their journey through the leven as they usually do, what superb sport those anglers there might well have had! By the end of August we finally got some rain and the leven water levels did rise but we could have had better conditions had the water board not held back so much water.

The sea trout runs which as stated had up till then been poor throughout the summer suddenly appeared. This was no flash in the pan either as week passed week we experienced good runs of sea trout for the next four weeks or so. Most of the sea trout running were around the 1.75-2lbs in weight. Once again many of the leven anglers did not take full advantage of this, as by then most had given up on their sea trout night fishing. Others did take advantage and had some really good sea trout sport at night. Most anglers who fished during the day concentrated on salmon.

The autumn rains were late in coming but eventually arrived. The loch duly rose and the leven slowly got to a good fishing level. Then we had more rain and the levels were for most of the remaining season probably too high for many anglers preferences. We think it would be fair to state that although it was not like last years sudden great catches etc the autumn period did show consistency with several fish a day coming off the river during the first half of October rising significantly over the second half. Now you may think that was not enough (is it ever?) But considering that during the weekdays there might have only been five anglers a day on the water that was pretty good. Also when one takes into account that on a busy day like a Saturday the catches particularly over the second half were much better with at least 7-8 fish per day.

Some of the regular leven anglers like to base the fishing season on how certain individuals have done throughout the season. Chic McLean for instance was mentioned this year by more than a few anglers, he ended the season with at least 15 salmon. That was quite good going considering Chic used to get a lot of his fish on the shrimp, which was banned this year. One other chap well worth mentioning was Keith Adams. Not sure how many he had but he was not far behind Chic. Both these guys fish with fly and spinner depending on conditions. We don’t advise basing an angling season on how many fish any particular angler catches. There are too many factors to take into account and in the case of Chic who tends to fish selective parts of the river. His success might vary anyway depending on how many fish rest in those selective parts that he knows so well. 

Amazingly the loch was still producing salmon with sea trout suddenly appearing too with one angler getting nine fresh fish (returning most) on a good days fly-fishing. The late surge of sea trout runs could not however save the fact that the sea trout runs like the rest of the country experienced a sharp decline overall. Perhaps this was the only real disappointment on what was for many anglers another good season.

     THE TRIBUTARIES: RIVER ENDRICK AND RIVER FRUIN

It may have been a long wait for those who fish these great wee rivers to get rain, but in the end it was well worth the wait as both these rivers have done really well. Since our bailiffs are hard at work just now protecting the fish from poachers we shall keep the finer details until later on. Suffice to say that anyone wanting to join the system should be looking at getting their application sent away soon. This can be downloaded from the web site or applied for, through our secretaries. Send it off before the end of December and you will be fishing the lomond system for 2006. 

    ANOTHER GOOD SEASON WITH PROSPECTS IMPROVING

When one looks back over this last decade there have been many changes to the fishing scene in general. Fish stocks up until last year had declined just about everywhere. Many fisheries had a very difficult time over this period some of them have yet to show signs of recovery or improvement. Those that have survived have done so by making some pretty harsh conservation measures. We say that, purely in comparison to what we in Scotland have accepted as normal for so many years. Mandatory catch and release or limits to the number of fish you can take or voluntary measures like releasing all hen salmon etc. All of these measures were introduced to try and protect their dwindling runs of salmon. Many anglers became disgruntled and refused to fish those waters whilst others accepted the new rules and carried on in the hope that things would improve. Most of these other countries that offer salmon fishing rightly protect what they have. You may find you hook plenty of fish but you must return all fish, anglers accept that fact. Most of us in the management team are not advocates of total mandatory catch and release even though we return most of what we catch. You often hear anglers who have been abroad recently often paying upwards of £3,000 for a short holiday to experience great fishing in exactly one of the places mentioned. Some of those chaps return praising the place and criticizing the lack of such sport in Scotland. How many of them adopt the same catch and release tactics when fishing in their own country? We have no doubt that if more and more anglers adopted a more caring attitude everyone’s sport would improve. The thrill of fishing for most of us is in the take the fight and the landing not to mention all the other incidentals. The actual killing of the fish is simply just one of those other incidentals, is it really that important to take every fish you catch? 

The Loch Lomond System is not immune from the pressures that other fisheries had to endure. We too had to introduce our own conservation measures. Though many anglers who fish our waters but also fish other waters were quick to point out that our measures were not as harsh as other systems. Those who fish only our system greeted the conservation measures with mixed views. Some reckoned they were necessary. Others wanted tougher measures, whilst others thought they were not necessary at all!

How many stop and think! If we all returned all but say one or two fish in a season just think how good our sport could be! Perhaps those who are unlucky (shall we say) not to get a fish throughout the season might then hook one or two, their fishing pleasure would be increased so much more. The rest of us would also hook more fish. The point being made is that there are no losers if we all started to adopt this approach. 

As a management team we work hard for you because it is you the angler that puts us in the position we are in. We are here to try and make your fishing as productive and as enjoyable as we can. To make sure we spend your income wisely. Below is just a fraction of what we do throughout the season. But you know what! Those of you who have started to adopt this putting fish back attitude have probably done more good for the fishery than many of the things that we have done. If more of you adopted this attitude we have no doubt the fish stocks would increase even more so and we might just find ourselves with loads of fish and great sport. Think about it for next year that is all we ask.

      THE MANAGEMENT TEAM THAT MAKE THINGS HAPPEN

The new management team has been in power for nine years now and has had to preside over a nationwide if not worldwide decline of salmon stocks throughout this period. Many fisheries have had severe financial hardship and many had to merge with each other to simply survive. These were difficult times and this new management team not only had to survive this period of decline but had to tackle a massive deficit and major operational problems that would have forced many other fisheries out of business for sure.

We have not only survived. We have completely re-structured the whole association to enable it to operate efficiently and within its means and built up a healthy fishing reserve to enable us to purchase fishing’s for our members. Thus we have done so with more fishing stretches planned to be purchased if at all possible in the next 12 months or so. 

Cars and supermarket trolleys used to be a major problem on the river leven. It took a considerable amount of time and effort to get a planned approach with the Police and the council to ensure that any car that landed in the river was removed as quickly as possible. This year our chairman has been working closely with the council access officer to see what can be done to prevent unauthorized vehicles using the towpath and a way to prevent or reduce the likelihood of future cars landing in the river. We have seen improvements to the towpath on various parts that we have pointed out requires attention. The council has responded well to these points. The pollution at Linnbrane and the overflow pipes etc have all been vigorously complained about and we now have Scottish Water doing a major work to remedy the situation, which should be completed soon. We have other works being looked at further down the river at Dalquhurn and we got agreement again with the council to ensure that work would not begin until the season ended thereby avoiding disturbance to anglers. People complain about councils not doing anything but so far we are working together well on these aspects within the leven. Sure some anglers will mention other items in need of attention or needs addressed. What these people do not understand is that we are doing much more than anything that has ever been done before. We cannot however perform miracles. 

We now have a contractor who goes down the banks of the river leven every season with a massive big cutting machine and trims all the banks to enable anglers to fish with good access. 

Tools and equipment for carrying out bankside maintenance have been purchased, more equipment is due to be purchased soon. The cost of these tools so far is in four figures.

Money will have to be put aside to ensure that should a seal scarer be available to sort out the problems with seals entering the river leven it can be purchased without delay. The minimum cost is likely to be £5000. 

The Stock Enhancement Program continues to go from strength to strength with more and more professional tools, pumps etc all having to be purchased. A new trailer and fish transporting tanks may have to be purchased soon. All of this costs a lot of money but we are managing to accomplish all these items and still survive. We put quarter of a million salmon and sea trout eggs into our hatcheries each season. We get as many on to the feeding and kept back as late as we can before being put into carefully selected streams at the right temperature and area etc. Every season the juvenile fish population of our system appears to be improving all the time. Whilst this started off as a voluntary operation it could never be maintained or progressed further without it being a paid job. Running costs are around £12,000 and rising but it is money well spent in our view. 

This web site exists because we made it happen and we will have more regular reports from 2006 onwards. 

We have a River Update Telephone Line for the River Endrick water levels. These calls are charged at local rate NOT a premium rate and is available to our full members to use.

Loch anglers have complained that the bailiffs boat was not seen much during the 2005 season. This was due to the re-organization of bailiffs. This has all been completed effectively and the patrol boat will be out regularly throughout the 2006 season. No one who buys a ticket thinks about all of the things that have to be attended to, he or she just looks at catching fish and getting to the riverbank. Bailiffs have to attend and complete a boat safety course before going out on the boat and we need two men to operate the boat and two men to patrol the rivers.  

Bank Maintenance is another aspect that is very important to everyone. We fully recognized this several years ago and have set up a “Bank Maintenance Program” Our chairman has over this past couple of seasons carried out various operations himself to ensure that he knows how much work is involved and how long it takes to complete the job. In days gone by we may well have tried to get a group of volunteers to do this work. Nowadays health and safety is paramount. Anyone who works with machinery has to be properly qualified or have a certificate of competence to work with specific tools etc. This is now LAW and we can be prosecuted if we do not comply!

Courses to allow someone to use a chainsaw for instance costs around £700 and only last for five years and it gets done all over again. We also have to pay a bailiff a full week’s wages to go on the course plus two more days to sit the test. If the bailiff leaves we have to start all over again!

That is why our chairman is keen to get this removal of trees transferred from being the responsibility of the association to becoming the responsibility of the landowner.  All of this takes time to sort our properly and ensure that we what we have is a team involved in thinning the trees cutting off branches above water height using manual operated top quality saws etc rather than chainsaws. We also have to get a regular team to do this work on an annual basis. We have tried over this past couple of years to get the bailiffs to do this type of work. Now at last we have full time employed bailiffs as well as volunteer bailiffs who are prepared to carry out this work as and when required. The head bailiff will now oversee all operations. Anyone who is interested in doing work of this kind please contact the chairman/secretary who will pass on the names to the head bailiff. 

                        NEW STILES A HUGE SUCCESS

This year we worked hard to get new stiles that would look good on the most expensive beat on the tweed or Dee never mind the Endrick. We wanted to prioritize our tasks and felt that the senior anglers who have supported us for many years through difficult times should be able to get to their fishing without having to climb over insecure stiles or narrow stiles where footwork can be tricky. We fitted out these stiles on the most appropriate stretches and 

Anglers have been delighted with this great improvement. Others are planned for the Endrick but we have to be fair to all sections of the system. The River Fruin is our next priority and anglers there will see major improvements on this river for next year. The leven will get more improvements with the top section getting the trees trimmed all the way down to the Bonhill Bridge. If time allows we may get further but each section will get their fair share.

All of the things we have done have been planned in advance, looked at carefully and then completed. We still have to work at getting the Renton Boathouse sorted and properly landscaped. This area has to be improved for anglers, as it is a great fishing spot. This involves the owner the council and ourselves as well as other interested parties being involved. 

All of this work and much more not mentioned have been accomplished by your management team. All of the committee are unpaid volunteers with the exception of our chairman who gets paid for being secretary and our fishery Manager who gets paid for looking after and organizing the Stock Enhancement Program (hatchery etc). There are few anglers wanting to help out and even fewer wishing to be part of the management team. The next time you want to complain about something just stop and think “what have I done to help and what do other systems do” am I merely pointing out something that needs attention or am I expecting far too much for the price of my permit.

                       IT IS LOOKING GOOD FOR 2006

We think things are really coming together now and many of the items that needed to get done or required to be in place such as the finance to do all of the work planned, are now in place. It had taken us just 12 months to pay back money owed to owners when we took over as a new management team. Another three years to prevent the association from collapsing and going out of business. This last four years have been spent buying fishing stretches on the River Endrick and building up a fishing reserve to purchase more fishing stretches. Operating in a manner that is both efficient and sustainable

building up a fishing reserve and operating in a manner that is sustainable. This year we have completed one year of a three year plan that should see all of the banks been looked after and trees all trimmed etc. Paths improved etc Hopefully with the team now in place to do the Bankside work we should have all of this completed by the end of next year. We may even have more fishings for our members by next year, who knows.

With two good seasons behind us we look forward to 2006. We expect new members to join us, as we believe strongly that what we offer is superior to anywhere else. We are a Non Profit Making Organization with all permit money going back into the system. More choice. Better access. A well planned stocking program. An excellent bailiffing force. Banks all tidied. Exclusive fishing stretches for our full members. A Loch Lomond Fishery Trust with its own expert fishery biologist. A system that produces fish in a drought. A system preparing itself for further improvements

PERMIT PRICES: FOR 2006

Full Memberships £160.00 Plus a one off joining fee of £25.00. This provides you with fishing on the River Leven, the River Endrick, the River Fruin, Loch Lomond and The Clyde Estuary and the Gareloch (sea loch). Fantastic variety great fishing. The River Fruin and River Endrick is exclusive only to our full members.

River Leven and Clyde Estuary and the Gareloch (sea loch) Season Permit

This will cost £95.00 for a full season and represents excellent value when you consider what you get for your money.

Local Leven only Permit. This is for those who reside within the Vale of Leven area. This will cost £85.00 

Day Permits will remain at £15.00 which is great value and gives you fishing on either the River Leven, the Clyde Estuary, the Gareloch or Loch Lomond. You can fish them all in the one day if you want! Some anglers fish lomond during the day and nip down the leven for a couple of hours in the evening. 

Weekly Permits will remain at £40.00 and is incredible value and covers the same as the day permit.

We have come out stronger than ever before and we expect a surge in our membership. We will limit the members in total to ensure that our members have something very special to be proud of. 

If you have not joined by now our advice is to get in now, as we will not hesitate to close the membership if levels exceed our new lower maximum limit.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO TOOK OUT A PERMIT TO FISH THESE WONDERFUL WATERS UNDER OUR CONTROL. ANGLERS HELPING ANGLERS IS WHAT WE ARE ALL ABOUT

HAPPY XMAS WHEN IT COMES AND ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR 

            THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA
