                            RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP MOVED TO  SUNDAY 24TH JUNE at 10am

       Sorry guys but we have to move the clean up date to the 24th June. The loch water levels are too high for any comfort zone. It is imperative that we get the water levels as low as possible with safety being a key issue. 

      It is imperative that the banks are cut PRIOR to the clean up. Getting the machine booked up has not been easy. We simply must get the machine out on the 17th June to cut all the banks. Hopefully we will get the whole lot cut this time and it will allow us to evaluate the timing of the cut to see if  having it later allows the banks to still be in good shape for the autumn period. We know from experts in this field that around the middle of May is considered optimum period for cutting. Any earlier and growth just sprouts back up again. Any later and….well.

     At this time and date (24th June) the water board is closer to the crucial period for preserving water which is the end of July. In August we will get an extra 4 inches. September another 4 inches and in October another 4 inches. That represents around 800million gallons extra each month, according to our chairman’s discussion sometime ago with a water board director. 

     Hopefully the water board having been given advance notice will be able to shed some water in advance of that Sunday to ensure the loch is low enough. That could see us get slighter better fishing levels than we might otherwise get, all things considered.

Hopefully we will see a good turn out by as many anglers who fish the leven as possible. A good leven turn out should bring leven permit holders closer linked towards the full members and them likewise closer to the leven permit holders.  At the end of the day we all have to work together for the greater good of the whole system. There is always too much to do and never enough anglers willing to help out. We suppose that is the way things seem to be heading these days. That said the river fruin workforce team has shown that need never be the case. They are happy to help out and tidy up the river they fish. We have got several members who have indicated they will attend the river endrick clean ups. None of these rivers will get the work done for free by the llaia or anyone else. By having anglers from different parts of the system all doing their bit for their preferred river we can start to overcome any misgiving that may have been a part of the past. 

      Following on from this we could see the leven workforce team start to tackle the burns running into the leven itself. By demonstrating to others that you care about your river you send a powerful signal to the llaia membership that “we care and we want to be recognised” as being part of the system even though we may not be actual members of the LLAIA.  Our chairman has tried hard over this last number of years to bring together the leven anglers and the full members of the association. When he took over there were 14 cars in the river leven now there is one and that has been agreed by the council to be removed. Loads of trolleys and tons of rubbish with 46 tons of rubbish removed in two separate clean ups some years ago. The banks now get professionally cut annually each year. The Renton boathouse area, an eyesore for years has had about 60 tons of rubbish dealt with last month. Eddie will be going down the towpath today to fill in the potholes around the worst areas on the towpath. Strimming was carried out last year in selected areas and will be done again this year. But as always there is a limit to the amount of work the llaia office bearers and employees can achieve in any one season. However money is always made available if at all possible to assist those who want to help their river. 

       Moving on from the clean ups we might see this year an llaia effort to alleviate the problems with seals eating our salmon during the spawning period whilst in the river leven. Perhaps the answer is to try. if water levels would permit. Electro fish the salmon out of the river and use ALL of their eggs to stock the river leven and its burns the following spring. We know that poaching problems are always present in the area, but with a newfound resolve to tackle these issues we can all make a difference. 

    One of the most compelling facts our chairman stated to us was that the Scottish Office is rarely ever held to account because they are well aware that the vast majority of anglers are seen as loners and not united as one large group. We bicker amongst ourselves instead of uniting together to tackle the real issues. Other fisheries all look after their own patch with the promise of perhaps a wee sweetener, are given payment from the likes of fish farms some say to keep them from complaining. Others get grants from sources, whilst the ordinary association waters that provide cheap fishing for many are cast aside as inferior nothings un-important in the greater scheme of things. The Clyde Estuary must become a safe sanctuary free from commercial trawling of any kind. Free to allow sea fish to spawn, birds to eat and seals to get fish from their traditional areas, not scourge the freshwater rivers for food. 

     Pollution is still dumped out into our estuaries. Someone told our chairman that it takes more than fifty tides before the pollution is shifted out to the sea from this sewage dumping. Others say the plankton levels now around the Clyde Estuary are far too low. Is this true? Is someone looking into this? Or are we all too busy blaming each other to do something worthwhile to put a stop to all this. To stand up and fight for our Clyde Estuary to be free of trawlers and pollution. Anglers and we mean all anglers who fish our system have a choice. They can moan to each other about fish stocks. They can complain because someone else has not tidied their river up for them or they can accuse any number of those in charge for failing to do something for them. Alternatively they can decide to do something themselves, achieve something no matter how small, to help, assist, take part and fight against the real issues that concern us all. 

    One single entity fighting against commercial enterprise is lost in the scheme of things. Nine hundred letters to their local MSPs and the new Scottish Minister all coordinated by the llaia can do wonders. Public bodies have a duty to respond to each individual letter as does MSPs etc. So fellow anglers you choose what way you want to go

                                                                                                                        THE MANAGEMENT TEAM OF THE LLAIA







