           5th SEPTEMBER UPDATE ON LOCH LOMOND

Just a quick update on how things are doing. With the gates opened loch anglers were hoping that whatever runs of fish entering the leven would filter through to the loch. It did not take long for the fish to co-operate as nine salmon were officially reported caught off the leven on the Friday. Sea trout were also caught. On Saturday there was a respectable turnout of anglers and by lunchtime three more salmon had been caught with fish also lost. Interestingly a large seal appeared at Bonhill Bridge briefly before heading back down the river. The seal’s presence is hardly going to encourage shoals of salmon to hang about the river. This may well be bad news for leven anglers and good news for the loch anglers as the seals could be encouraging the salmon to head for the loch in a hurry with only the briefest of stops in the river. It was strange that the catches on the river came to a sudden halt once the seal was spotted?

We did not hear if there were any catches off the loch on the Friday but four salmon were taken off the loch on the Saturday. Once again the VOLDAC anglers seem to be showing the Balmaha boys how to fish this year. Their catches continue to rise even though the numbers of boats out on the loch is pretty low during the weekdays. We are really pleased for them and indeed for all of the loch anglers this year. Over the years we have had some pretty lean years out on the loch with the scenery our main point of interest. Last year showed some glimmer of hope as catches improved throughout the loch so it was hoped this year would see the trend continue. This year has been superb for many anglers and yet we still have a few chaps remaining blank. This always happens in fishing and is regarded as one of the peculiarities in our sport. The fly fishers are starting to get good sport on suitable days though the weather just now (sunny and warm) is not what we had in mind for September sport!!

Any day now (surely) the weather will break and the rain will arrive. After a short dirty spell the loch will clear and the best of the fly-fishing will be apon us. At least that is what we are hoping for.

                                                         Tight Lines and Good Luck

