      LATEST LOCH REPORT: NEWS 6th of June 2004

There have been several more springers caught.  At least another three springers have been brought into the VOLDAC headquarters during the week. We have heard of a couple of fish also brought into Balmaha. Considering the small number of boats out this is really quite good.  Loch Lomond is famous for things unexpected to happen and happen frequently at that. Regular lomond faithful Wullie Feggans was out from the VOLDAC for a sail up the loch. Off he went quietly confident that “you never know the minute on Lomond”. Wullie tends to troll most of the time and his little dog is usually out with him. It is quite common for anglers to have their dog out with them whilst fishing. It was not long before Wullie was fast into what looked like a heavy springer. In fact during the play the fish showed several times and was around the 20lb mark. After a good fight the fight was now much closer to the boat. Wullie placed the net on the floor of the boat. Eventually as the fish was tiring Wullie went to grab the net. Unfortunately his little dog was sitting right in the net and despite repeated pleas to the dog to shift it remained where it was. Now most anglers faced with a 20lb springer spread out on the water would be tempted to lift net and dog and quickly net the fish and separate them once the fish was landed. In the scuffle to free dog from net and try to net the fish the inevitable happened. The fish became detached from lure and sank ever so slowly to its freedom. Ah rather bemused and totally dumb struck Wullie was speechless. Loch Lomond is full of stories like that and things will happen to you when you become one of the faithful few that fish lomond throughout the season.

On Saturday 29th May the loch had more boats out fishing. It also produced at least four salmon. On the 1st June a Balmaha boat came in with three salmon, another boat also had a salmon.  There were reports of other fish off the loch for the rest of the week. On Saturday there were plenty of boats out from Balloch. One angler had a nice fish about 9lb and hooked and lost another. Rab Strachen who had a fish last Saturday had a fish on this Saturday but it got off. We will let you know if more salmon have come off on the Saturday just past.  

After their success with a springer on the fly, chairman and vice chairman headed out to try to get another salmon. It was late afternoon and today would complete two days of fishing. Since it was the 1st of June it was the end of the spring season and the start of the summer. Within ten minutes of starting to fly fish a good sized salmon showed with a nice head and tail not 25yds from them. Did they disturb it by fly-fishing through its lie?  After several times drifting over the fish to no avail they continued to fly-fish the Bank. The weather forecast was not good but both decided to venture out as the weather from their point of view looked promising. It turned out even better than they thought as a nice north/westerly breeze prevailed. As the evening approached Michael took to the oars and Peter fly fished down the steep side of the Bank. About 50 yds or so in front a salmon about 16lb showed itself several times. It looked dark as though it had been in the loch for some time. It was an early springer and by now was starting to colour up. Peter covered it thoroughly but it would not rise. Back up to the top to work back down again and this time a rise and a pull and Peter was into what turned out to be a sea trout kelt. They ended the day with just the one fish (the kelt) risen but two salmon seen. The only boat they saw was a cabin cruiser trolling deep just off the Bank. Peter reckoned this was millionaires fishing, the whole place to yourself!!!

They reflected on days gone by when they arrived on the loch and many of the well-known lomond faithful would be out fishing hard for a salmon or sea trout. As they came into Balmaha it was quiet with no other boats out. Aye how times change, 

 Loch Lomond at this time of the year is so lightly fished that it is a wonder that anything is brought in at all.  They both agreed to give it another go fairly soon. 

We will report how they get on. 

Sea trout and salmon came through the leven at the weekend. Some nice sea trout over 3lb were among them. The weekend boats will have missed them since they came through on Sunday. 
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