                                  10th May 2007  REPORT 

 SEE RIVER LEVEN START DATES AND TIMES IN THIS REPORT  

Our chairman has discussed the overall operation of the Barrage with the relevant Scottish Water official. In addition to this he has asked for co-operation in the Sunday River Leven clean up. Out of this discussion came some useful facts.

The complete lowering of the gates and then just as sudden raising does not benefit the anglers on the river leven and is debatable if it encourages the fish to enter the system more so than a high but controllable level. Every single section of anglers on this system gets a fair chance of sport all things considered. With that in mind various options were discussed and an agreement reached. Hopefully this will better serve the llaia and all anglers who fish the system. 

                                THE RIVER CLEAN UP

The water board today Thursday 10th May are lowering the gates further with two of the main gates going completely flat down. This is to ensure that the gates will be able to be lowered for the start of the river clean up this Sunday. So by 4pm today the amount of water going down the leven will be around the 500m –600m gallons per day. They will try and lower this level slightly tomorrow and Saturday to try to reach a good fishing level on the river but still let sufficient water away to assist with closing the gates on Sunday. 

On Sunday morning at first light the Water Board will start to raise the gates completely. This will take some time to complete, but by the clean up start time of 10am the water level will have fallen sufficiently to allow the clean up helpers to proceed with the river clean up.

THIS CAN ONLY BE POSSIBLE IF THE WATER LEVEL ON THE LOCH DOES NOT RISE ABOVE 26FT. This as of today is possible as the loch is now falling but you never know what the weather could bring?

Our chairman believes that the water board has co-operated fully with the association and the proposed clean up. They are even trying to avoid the dumping of all the water and working towards the slower more natural release of water.  They have done all that could possibly be asked of them and we thank them for doing so.

We are experiencing heavy local rainfall which has to be carefully taken into account. A prime example of this is the present loch level at around 25ft 9 inches. I have (as always) been keeping an eye on the river Clyde conscious of the fact that we have to ensure that we do not loose any of our fish to the Clyde or Kelvin by having the leven at low flows and the aforementioned rivers in spate. The river Clyde is at summer low. There have been no reports of catches that I am aware of coming from either river.

The loch lomond system has been getting good amounts of rain. Other parts of the country have only experienced some showers. That is good news for us…so far.

WATER BOARD ARRANGEMENTS LAST YEAR AND THIS YEAR

We have a good man at the water board just now who will if at all possible try his best to accommodate the anglers. During this week he was asked to try and lower the flow in the river to allow some building work to be carried out. Thus the level was dully lowered, conscious of the needs of anglers the following day he let out extra water to compensate for this. 

The water board, like it or not are duty bound to abide by the water act and will co-operate with the association if at all possible within that framework. 

On the possibility of putting a water level marker at the loch end of the Barrage to give anglers some guidance on the level in relation to the level at the Ross Priory. This will not happen and the reason is to me perfectly understandable. The water board cannot operate the barrage by the flick of a switch and there will always be some variance between the preferred level and the actual level. Rain overnight etc. It has been noted that some anglers complain when there is even one inch of a difference. This type of complaint quickly gets into the hands of a small group of leven anglers that seem to use such items as an excuse to lambaste the water board. 

The association will always try to co-operate with the water board and they with us. I am the first to admit it did not seem like the new arrangements as mentioned in the water board reports in this website were operating last year. I have been assured they were and we did benefit from this new approach. 

This year these operations will operate again so lets all be a little less quick (myself included) to jump the gun when things don’t look “exactly right” just because they are slightly out due to valid reasons.

                                                             The Management Team.  







