LATEST LOCH REPORT: NEWS 11th May 2004

Whilst the river leven has had the best start to its spring salmon fishing for years and judging by the number of different areas fish are being either hooked or caught, it does look like the runs of fish are much heavier for some years now. Strange then how the loch has not been producing similar results! (Sea Trout excepted though). We do not have the ultimate answer to that, but can at least shed some light on the subject. Firstly the fact that few boats are out and some of the most successful anglers have still to launch their boat is one reason. Another is that the loch level has been up high for almost all of April. A steady loch level (on the low side) seems to produce more fish. The traditional famous areas all tended to fish better at specific heights and we must bear in mind that since the Barrage the loch itself is several feet higher than pre- Barrage period. The loch appears to fish better with falling levels rather than rising levels. It is only in this last week that a number of factors are coming together. Warmer water temp’s a staeady loch level and more boats now launched. All positive factors so what about the fishings then?

One of the regulars Peter Lyons was preparing his boat for launch at the weekend and was told by a fellow angler that up until Friday 8th May three springers have come off the loch. We cannot confirm any of them, but it is quite normal for anglers to go out on the loch and get a fresh springer and leave without saying to anyone. We did hear that on Friday a springer had been hooked and lost at the net by Leonard Grant estimated at 14lbs, the rappalla got stuck on the net!  Frank Donnelly also had a nice fish of 11lbs into Balmaha. On Saturday Donny and Scott McKinnon went out from the VOLDAC headquarters at Balloch and just at the Balloch Park Hole (near Patties stane) they were quickly into a nice fish which Scott landed. It weighed 12lbs. The water bailiffs confirmed the catch and even took a nice photo to put in this web gallery (eventually). 

The Sea Trout fishing has been really good with runs of fish extremely encouraging. This year the sea trout appear to be well spread out already on the loch and we have not reached mid May! Most of the fish have been taken on the troll but several anglers have given an early start to the fly and have had some astonishing results (see Balmaha Diary). One thing that must be mentioned though is that of kelts. At this time of the year we have a mixture of beautiful fresh run fish and we also still have a good head of well mended kelts.

On Loch Lomond sea trout kelts in particular are in outstanding condition compared to some other river systems. Because of this it is all too easy to mistake the sea trout you have just landed for a fresh fish when it is a well-mended kelt. One thing certain though is that it will not make very good eating.  We will try and get some photos on this web site to show the newcomer and some of those not so new to lomond, the difference between a kelt and a fresh sea trout. 

                          HOW TO TELL IF YOU HAVE A KELT

A fresh sea trout in April or May is pure silver and shaped on a rising curve from nose to its top fin (dorsal fin). It does not straighten at any part of this curve. Its tail is perfect and its vent hole is firm. It does not darken when you put it in the boat take it home and then open the bag. It remains pure silver and will be well stiffened by the time you get home. Open the fish up and you will find little if any roe (hen fish) and it will be clean throughout its appearance. The flesh is a beautiful vivid orange and red. Sea trout at this time of year in particular are at their best and look their best. 

However if you see these signs mentioned below you probably have a kelt PUT IT BACK apart from it being an offence in law to kill a kelt you are harming the fishery and doing yourself no favours at all.

1. The first signs of a Kelt is when you are playing the fish. You can see its bright silvery body many feet through the water. It is what we term, fools silver. 
Tinny and too bright, the reason for this is that the fish is producing new scales in readiness for its journey back to sea.

2. You bring it in and unhook the fish you notice the colour first. As mentioned it is usually too bright but you also get many that have not gone tinny silver yet, but have stayed dull, more like brown trout. Put it back

3. Take a close look at the fishes tail particularly if it is a cock fish. The underside of its tail (the bottom part) is likely to be ragged or damaged if a kelt. The fish has spent the winter making a redd and its tail is used for this purpose hence its ragged appearance.

4. Take a close look at its vent hole. It is usually swollen, somewhat open or and red and is not firmly closed like a fresh fish.

5. The kelts girth is a sure sign to an experienced eye. Even on a well mended kelt you will get some straightening of the deep curve from nose to dorsal fin. It usually straightens just an inch or so just past its head before returning to a proper curve.

6. The fishes gills have often been cited as a key factor. All we would say is that they should be clean and free of any maggots or raggedness. Other indicators as above are more easily recognised. 

7. Fish with someone you know beyond any doubt is experienced and has caught plenty of early sea trout and he will soon keep you right. All we would say is that if you have any doubt you have a kelt (almost certainty) and once you have landed several fresh fish you will never doubt again, you will know!!

We are very pleased to see many of the boats returning the fresh sea trout they have been catching. Leonard Grant, Frank Donnelly, Mr Davies and Bob Forshaw have all been putting back the sea trout. Well Done indeed. 

Reports out on the Clyde Estuary, is that the sea trout stocks are very good. One possible reason is the healthy resurgence of herring fry along the sea lochs. The big question is, what will happen when the herring get up to reasonable size and are removed by the trawlers. Will we be back to square one again. 

Seals remain a major problem or more revealing and compelling is perhaps the fact that the efficiency of commercial trawling is such that there is so little fish for the seals that they are now seeking food from our rivers. Perhaps the problem does not lie with seal culls but with the realisation that commercial trawling should be replaced with a ban on trawling for all sea fish. This would allow the sea lochs to be developed as a sport fishery and a conservation area to protect all wildlife and in doing so will provide far more input into the Scottish Economy and provide sustainable jobs within the small communities around the sea lochs. 
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