           AUGUST 11th  UPDATE FOR RIVER LEVEN

Interesting stuff reported from our chairman who has been out lately bailiffing  though the night and is now reporting much better runs of fish going through the leven. Since last week he has noticed a big improvement with fish ranging from 3lb up to fish estimated around the 10-12lb mark seen leaping as they go heading through the lower reaches between Dalreoch and the Motorway Bridge. This is now happening almost every night now as against a few fish every now and then. He reckons the GRILSE HAVE NOW ARRIVED.

It can be totally soul destroying to hear people remark about netting going on without one shred of evidence to back up such a claim. We are very fortunate that our chairman is so devoted to helping this system by going out when he hears such reports and finding out what the actual FACTS ARE RATHER THAN RUMOURS. There is NO EVIDENCE to suggest that netting has been going on or is going on throughout the length of the river leven. We have as our chairman has stated already taken nets from the Clyde Estuary near the mouth of the leven. Further efforts by our chairman and bailiffs have located the same culprits now operating much further down the Clyde Estuary towards the Ayrshire district. Our main task is to ensure that netting is not taking place in our system and that is what we concentrate on first as a priority. All we ask is that people who have evidence to contact our secretary on 0141 7811545 leave a message or speak to him direct. We do not want mere gossip. 

Last year the grilse were later and it looks like this year they are later by another week or so. Our chairman can also confirm that Eddie our head bailiff reports fish also going through during the day tides. This is a sure sign that the grilse have indeed arrived and in big style. The only problem now is the water temperature, which is in the high sixties. There have also been more sea trout of the better class in amongst the grilse and salmon so it is looking good. A few more anglers were out on the river leven today and on the loch but there is no doubt that the loch is king right now with more than 20 salmon brought into the VOLDAC over this last week. There were at least three caught today from the loch and brought into the VOLDAC so no doubt others were brought into Balmaha. The bailiffs have been told to step up their checks on loch fishers and get out during the weekdays as well and make sure no one is fishing for salmon or sea trout without a permit. Those caught without a permit are to be prosecuted so YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED. Also there have been reports of certain members fishing for salmon on a Sunday. The LLAIA committee will not tolerate this. Some have been spoken to already and warned others have not but we KNOW WHO THEY ARE!!! Please just because you do not see the boat does not mean we are not watching. Thus bailiffing takes place regularly from the shore but the boat will be getting used more often now so please be sensible and get a permit. The last person charged and convicted was given a hefty fine, so it is clearly not worth it!!!

Balmaha has also experienced much improved sport, which is great news.

                       RIVER LEVEN BANK IMPROVEMENTS

Work was carried out on the leven throughout various parts during the last week. In particular the areas between McKinnons and the Boathouse pool at the Renton. A path has now been cut that will allow anglers to walk all the way down to each part of the above-mentioned area. In addition to this paths have been cut in various parts to allow the angler to walk down to the river from the main path and be right onto the river itself. We will now have a look at the area from the Motorway Bridge were a stile is missing and some strimming and clearing would make access that little bit easier. 

Sea trout night fishing has also improved though the high tides are very high recently so be careful and allow for this. The water temperature does make things difficult on the river but perseverance does pay off. 

Enjoy the sport it looks like it is about to get rather exciting!!!

We will keep you posted tight lines

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

