                












LOCH UPDATE FOR 13th April  2007
                                          RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP

The river leven clean up is looking increasingly likely to be on the 13th or 20th of May. The 13th looks to be favourite.

                                           RIVER FRUIN CLEAN UP

Our chairman will be going up the river fruin with the head bailiff and full member Davy Robertson this weekend. Davy has organised the visit with the purpose of looking at the river to see what can be done to improve access for fly fishers and see what areas can be improved apon. Davy reckons he can get a team of members out to trim the trees and improve the river for the benefit of all members who fish the fruin. This could be a nice opportunity for anyone new to the system or perhaps those who are contemplating trying the fruin this year to come along and give a hand whilst finding out more about the river fruin and the fishing prospects on that river. The association is you, your fellow anglers and us, all doing what we can to improve the system. If we don’t do it no one will! Davy knows the river fruin extremely well so you could find yourself doing something for the system and getting some great info on the fruin, you win both ways!

                               THE CLYDE ESTUARY
The association has been working to a plan of getting the Clyde Estuary better protected. Our chairman was out giving a tour of the whole estuary with Strathclyde police marine unit some time ago and trying to co-ordinate an emergency plan should poachers be spotted either on land or in boats on the estuary. We now have a large team of helpers all working together to form a look out team designed to sight, inform and put into motion the plan worked out between Strathclyde Police marine unit the helicopter base and angling associations with an interest in the area. 

This plan was put into operation yesterday for the first time with outstanding success. Suspected poachers were sighted at Cardross Bay with a boat and three persons onboard. One of them had a wet suit on and was sighted in the water. Within minutes Strathclyde police helicopter was hovering over their heads and the fast (an understatement for sure) police marine unit (which is now based much nearer to the leven) had them captured. The whole operation from start to finish was accomplished in less than ten minutes total. Eddie our head bailiff had been watching them unseen and the bailiffs were ready should the suspected poachers head for land. The whole operation went incredibly well except for one thing!  The suspected poachers turned out to be working for the Water Board checking pipes under the water. They must have been wondering what the hell was going on!

Poachers out on the Clyde Estuary this year are likely to get quite a shock when they suddenly see a helicopter above them! The marine unit now has specialized equipment for operating at night as well, so there is no escape for suspected poachers. The great thing about the helicopter is that everything is seen so clear from up above, poachers often sink their haul of fish in black bags weighted to sink below the surface. The helicopter sees everything.

                                     Loch lomond
Some good news at last. Danny Docherty out from Balloch hooked into a cracking 14lb sea trout whilst out on the loch. It fought well and gave a good account of itself. As the net was drawn over the fish it was promptly unhooked and “released” since the rules state that “all sea trout to be returned until 1st May” Well done my man you have just put yourself in the frame for our new competition “The most sporting angler of the year” Final details have still to be ironed out but the llaia management team are close to an announcement. 

There have been several other nice sea trout taken on the loch but nothing as big as Danny’s. During this poor (so far) start to the spring fishing it is great to have our sea trout just waiting to step into the limelight if their counterparts have yet to get caught.

As the loch water level continues to drop and the sun continues to shine more boats will start to appear as summer has finally arrived. The weather over this last week has been extremely bright and calm, hardly conducive to catching anything! But it just goes to show if you’re not fishing your certainly not catching!

Still no sign of a wild springer off the leven either. Throughout this week few anglers have bothered to fish the river preferring to enjoy the weather with their family or just continue to work!  

                            Tight lines.
                                                                          THE MANAGEMENT TEAM 




















 
