                     EASTER PROSPECTS AND LATEST NEWS

Sid Gath headed out to fish the loch on the morning of Friday 14th April as he went past the monkey island one of his trolling rods bent over and the reel screamed. He soon realised he was into a fresh fish and eventually landed a fine 12.5lbs springer. Whether this will go down as “one off the river” or one at the mouth of the loch is anyone’s guess? Technically it is still the river leven so the loch has still to produce the first springer. Interestingly it was Sid who caught the first (or was it second) springer off the loch last year so he will be trying hard for a repeat performance this year. 

              THE COLDEST SPRING FOR MANY A YEAR

Of the very few anglers that have braved the elements and headed out on the loch the verdict appears to be “its damn well cold out there” even though most have had kelts, it has been pretty miserable weather. With that in mind it is hardly surprising that no fish have been caught as so few boats have bothered. April has started much the same as March and it now appears that the cold winter talked about and forecast in the news last autumn has obviously manifested itself this spring. Just when it looks as though the weather is starting to improve, the fishing gear is assembled and we are ready for the off, the weather goes crazy again and we just stay indoors until it clears up. It is now the middle of April and springers are likely to be entering the system more frequently from now on. It is time to ignore what the weather produces and just get out there and catch some fish.

                 FRESH FISH HEADING INTO THE LOCH

The odd shoal of fish have been spotted going up the river and heading into the loch one such shoal was seen at the VOLDAC HQ on the last day of March so the loch is holding several small batches of fish. The river leven has produced two fish so far and two lost, but anglers are only starting to appear.  Most had deserted the river with the cold weather mostly to blame and few anglers are fishing so the chances of catching fish are greatly reduced.

                           WHERE ARE THE SPRINGERS

 The hardest part is trying to locate where they are? Last years first two fish taken in March were caught at the Carrick Bluff and Inch Lonaig. Both these areas are considered well up the loch for that time of year. Is this the start of some weather change that alters the traditional lies or was it just a strange one off year? No one knows so chances are most anglers will try and cover both traditional areas and probably troll up to Rowerdennan. Adopting this tactic sounds logical but as most experienced lomond anglers know that there is usually a taking time at some point in the day. If the few springers that are in residence do come on the take, most experienced anglers would rather be in an area that is traditionally productive for catching springers than being too far up the loch and possibly in water containing no springers at that time of year.

                    THE TRADITIONAL SPRING LIES

For many years the regular areas that produce springers have been at the outflow to the leven, The Boturich shoreline. The Ross Priory. The Claddech point. The whole of the Endrick Bank particularly the Net Bay. The manse bay and Millarochy Bay. Others might consider the fruin mouth area another good bet or along that western shoreline.

                  SKILL OR LUCK WHIST TROLLING?

You will often hear anglers making sweeping statements about trolling and some pretty experienced anglers who fish the fly on the loch or spin and fly fish on the river say that trolling is just luck! Our view is simple and straight to the point. In salmon fishing by any method there is always an element of luck. That said there can be no doubt at all that the most consistent anglers usually also happen to be the most skillful at catching fish whatever method they use. Good consistent success with trolling demands skill and those who argue against such a statement are rarely themselves consistently successful at trolling. We know there are several really successful salmon fly fisherman who simply don’t like trolling. They try it but have little confidence in it and don’t want to learn how to do it well! Their limited success just adds to their opinion that it is just luck? There are plenty of times when someone catches a fish by doing it all wrong, yes for sure, but the same thing happens on river or on the loch with the fly.

                         SUCCESSFUL SALMON TROLLING

 We asked our chairman Michael Brady what he thought about trolling since he fished the loch frequently for salmon using both fly and trolling. Here is what he says. When I first came to loch lomond the first thing I did was locate a good drifting boat and get myself geared up for fly fishing the loch. Yes I got a great drifting boat all right but it was not a boat for rowing in rough weather being heavy and fairly wide. I knew nothing about trolling but quickly got talking to some of the most experienced trollers on the loch at that time. I well remember speaking to the late Alan Dunlop who could tell many a fishing story. For those who never got to know Alan I would just describe him as someone who remained massively keen on fishing right up till his passing away. A hugely successful angler at any method and by river or loch. I reckon Alan learned everything he knew by just going out and doing it, he spent an enormous amount of fishing time and it showed in how he fished and the catches of fish he caught. If you are keen and observant and I can’t stress the “observant” bit too highly you can quickly learn to be successful too. When I listened to the stories Alan would tell there were usually little gems of information that I would extract out of each story. That to me is a key element in knowledge. Knowing what is important to YOUR SUCCESS and what is just a story. I burned in my memory a comment he made about Trolling. Treat it as though you were fly-fishing and cover the area as though you were casting a fly and covering the lies, troll were the fish are lying. Another comment was ….when you are using three of the same lures you sometimes find that it is the same one lure that is catching the fish! You often find the action of this lure is different to the action of the other same lures you are using. Try and match the action and get all lures working at their best. Another gem was the different lures have different actions and different speeds that they work best at. Don’t use lures that require different speeds to get the best action out of them. I learned from these comments and still made mistakes. On occasion Alan would remark on the “Tobys for Trolling” He would modify them to stop the leverage affect and stressed not to use nylon when modifying them it can get broke easily, use elsticum wire of at least 20lbs bs and DON’T put it round the split ring of the Toby. Needless to say I used nylon and lost several fish……it broke, 20lb nylon how can it break? I then used elsticum wire and I put it round the split ring and guess what…… I lost several fish because it came off the split ring…..how can it do that! Sometimes we are complete fools and just don’t bow to experience. 

Last years success further up the loch reminded me of a story about Alan some years ago. The loch does not give up its salmon easily and as it was April most anglers at that time were concentrating on the  endrick bank area, Alan decided to head up the loch and came back down with three fresh beauties all taken up the loch.  So you see there were seasons then, that were different so for those who seek a change of scenery by all means do so as the lomond faithful few would say “on lomond you never know the minute”

Here is how I think about my fishing most of the time. It might help you if you are new to the loch or are a relative beginner,. To me you start off having “no chance of a fish” You then go about improving the odds until you reach a stage that you are happy to settle for. Some anglers never settle and are always trying to improve all the time, not by coincidence are those anglers frequently the very best at catching fish PROVIDED they are also putting in the hours. 

How to reduce the odds when Trolling. Ok here is what I think, Firstly if it increases YOUR Confidence do it if not don’t. 

Learn one or two areas at a time, get to know these areas. Some areas are easy to learn others are not. The Endrick Bank is probably one of the most difficult areas to learn. The steep side going from the mouth of the river to the Net bay is one area when a boat length out can reduce your chances of hooking a salmon from reasonable to relying on luck! If you don’t want to spend the time learning it, go elsewhere. 

Keep observing, a fish spotted in shallow water is probably resting in a lie. Mark that lie and never forget it. If you hook a fish and it gets off mark that area. It may well become a “key taking area” PROVIDED you are in less than eight feet of water. Forget about some of these deep water takes when you are crossing a deep part of the loch and you get a fish. If the depth is 20 or so feet forget it. It is a lucky fish and if you fish lomond often enough you will pick up a lucky fish every now and then, just don’t waste time covering a lucky spot. Don’t copy others unless you know that they are successful, that you know what lures they are using and if they have altered the lures in any way, ensure your lures are the same, that you are going at the same speed as them and you are confident in doing so. Enjoy yourself!!!!, sometimes I have went out trolling and fished all day with the engine running non stop so determined to get a fish. Lunch on board etc.  If you much prefer (as I do now) to relax have a break and a brew up, don’t fish too hard, go where the scenery is nice or to your liking and if you get a fish or a good run then it is a success great, if not no big deal. As the old hands used to say. Lomond is a special place and just to be out on the loch is a pleasure in itself, there is no other loch like lomond anywhere in the world, be proud of the fact that you are so lucky to have it at your doorstep enjoy it for you are a long time dead.

                PROSPECTS FOR THE NEXT FOUR WEEKS

We reckon the loch will start to produce several nice springers so get out and give it a try. There are no finer fish than a lomond springer. If you catch a fish and you are wondering whether it is a springer or a kelt “put it back” it will be without doubt a kelt. When you land a fresh springer there are no doubts it is really fat and firm a beautiful fish all round. We bet you spend the rest of the day just looking at the fish as you troll the day away.

The same applies to large sea trout, which you must put back anyway until 1st May.

THE BAILIFFS PATROL BOAT WILL BE OUT REGULARLY ON THE LOCH ANY DAY NOW SO IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A PERMIT YOU FACE BEING PROSECUTED. You have been warned!!

                            THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

