LATEST LOCH REPORT: NEWS 17th May 2004

The loch continues to under perform compared to the river leven. Since the last report several springers have been caught but the lack of anglers out fishing during the week is probably as good a reason as any for the lack of fish being caught. Many more anglers go out on the Saturday but sometimes the conditions are not suitable and nothing gets caught on a day when sufficient boats are out!

On Thursday 14th our chairman went out on the loch with Peter Lyons. The day was pleasant with a mixture of cloud and sun as they headed off around 10.30am to fly fish for a springer. The flies used were all Turkey and Gold’s with the exception of the tail fly (A Burton) that Peter put on the tail. The traditional method of working the bob fly was used. On Tuesday the 12th the thunderstorms had caused the Endrick to rise quickly and the river became coloured and swollen. This causes the Endrick Bank area to colour up and it can take a whole week for it to clear. A quick look at the bank area confirmed that conditions would be un-suitable. The Claddech shoreline was selected and fished fairly hard. After the first couple of hours Michael was into a fish but it took too quick for his liking and he suspected it was a sea trout kelt. The fish indeed a kelt and was photographed (then returned) to show in-experienced anglers what a well-conditioned kelt looks like. The photo will appear on our web site at some point in time.

Throughout the day only two boats appeared perhaps explaining why the loch is not producing the fish? Although the overhead conditions were fine they both felt that the whole area required another couple of days to clear properly to offer improved prospects. Later in the evening it was decided to try the two most famous points on the loch for sea trout. The long and the short points of inch Moan were fished fairly close in as they wanted to fish with a reasonable chance of a springer as well as a sea trout. One of the boats seen over at the Claddech shoreline showed up at the islands trolling. No other boats were seen. The overhead conditions remained good and a decent sized sea trout appeared to agree as it rose but did not connect to Peters fly. Alas the day ended as it began. Michael was quite happy having christened a new salmon fly reel and was hopeful that the next journey would perhaps offer a better chance for either species. Peter was fairly happy that he had rose a fish on his first outing of the season. It won’t be his last that’s for sure. Hopefully those two anglers will be out again and we can report accordingly. 

On Saturday 15th a salmon was reported brought into Balmaha and a 5lb sea trout was also caught. Fresh springers were seen heading into the loch over the weekend. 
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