                           FISHING REPORT 18th May 2007

                FISHING PROSPECTS

For six days we have had good water levels which resulted in a few more springers getting caught and several lost. One chap took an 11lbs fish at the entrance to the loch (bank fishing) which was noted by the bailiffs as the angler may or may not have had a permit. 

Last Saturday loch lomond produced a couple of springers, during the week we have a report of another springer caught on the loch.

Yesterday the water board raised the gates but kept the level at weekend height. The water board are doing all they can to give the anglers a little bit more water, by leaving the gates at that increased level the anglers fishing the leven have a better chance of catching fish right through the weekend. This tactic is much better than simply just opening all the gates and letting the water go too high for a much shorter period. Amazingly some anglers down the leven were complaining about this! Instead of complaining Its time those anglers began to appreciate the efforts others are doing in trying to help.

Overall the spring salmon-fishing season has been one of disappointment. More so because this last couple of years has seen a good improvement!

Though when you start to look at the bigger picture across the whole country the loch lomond system catches are consistent with the poor spring runs that have been a feature of this year so far. It is doubtful if there will a sudden recovery now though we expect a few more fish to get caught.

It is noted that the River Clyde has yet to see a springer caught. 

There are murmuring that the only way forward for Scotland’s rivers is mandatory catch and release throughout the spring period. The management team have up until now never been in favour of this but when you have to decide between having much fewer fish to kill or more to see and catch but no fish killed, perhaps there has to be a re-think on this whole issue.

Most decent minded anglers realise there are no simple solutions within the freshwater environment that would make a significant difference to the runs of fish that would be noticeable by the vast majority of anglers. There are a few anglers that seem to “think they have the answers” to the problems. Well please come forward with your wonderful solution, we along with countless other rivers would like to know this magic formula you have!

      MORE  IMPROVEMENTS TO RIVER LEVEN 

The continuing improvements to the river leven took place last Sunday. Although the planned clean up was cancelled (provisional date set for June 10th 2007 at 10am) it was decided to continue with the work planned for the Renton Boathouse Pool area. Our chairman arrived first thing with new chainsaw at hand clearing away the path walkway to allow better and safer access for anglers who fish this area. Many tree logs that were well above water levels at the rivers edge were cut back to prevent any net being attached to them etc. The paths had been significantly widened and flattened in parts that were awkward to walk along. The Hired JCB was at work clearing away what must have been at least 60 tons of rubbish including some vehicles, loads of all the usual rubbish and a multitude of tyres etc. It is hard to imagine that so much could be done in about ten hours of work. In the end it would have been impossible to clear away everything or tidy up the small bits of rubbish that can accumulate over the area but all in, it was a great job done by local man John McFetridge who organised things. As usual thanks to our chairman who put in a healthy hard days work for the benefit of all anglers that fish the river. 

The association will be looking at other areas in the Renton to see what could be done to improve this part of the river. 

The Boathouse Pool will be fully accessible to all anglers and it is hoped that further improvements can take place at some time in the future. There should be no further fly tipping taking place in this area as the whole section has had a deep trench dug and a large tunnel of soil placed along the whole area to prevent vehicular access into the area.

                                                         The Management Team.  







