           19th April 2007  REPORT ON LOCH LOMOND

We are still waiting for the first authenticated wild salmon off the system.

Following up with the large sea trout caught in the loch! It appears that one other large double figure sea trout was caught and on Friday night several VOLDAC anglers reported catching fresh sea liced sea trout from 2-3lbs on the loch, all were returned as the rules state all fish returned until 1st May.

In years when spring runs were late or when we did not get a particularly good spring salmon-fishing season it would be the third week in April before the fish arrived. If they don’t arrive by the end of the month then all anglers should be concerned.  It could be that the fish are just late and we end up with six weeks of really good spring salmon fishing to enjoy. 

 RIVER FRUIN CLEAN UP ON  SUNDAY 29th APRIL 10AM

Our chairman met up with member Davy Robertson on Sunday 15th April on the river fruin. Davy mentioned he would bring some interested members with him. So it was surprising when Davy appeared with another eight members, some of them fairly powerful looking individuals more than capable of the type of work being proposed by Davy. Everyone headed down the river taking note of the work required to tidy the river up and remove any sunken trees etc.

HOW TO GET THERE:  Drive to Balloch stay on motorway through big roundabout with wooden beams sticking up into air. Drive along until you come to road sign directions and roundabout, turn left heading for Helensburgh. When you come up to cross keys junction turn left and about three hundred yards on the left there is a small road with parking space for a number of cars. It is about 150 yards before the bridge that goes over the Fruin River at that part. Park in there. The clean up will start at 10am. 

It is proposed that we will work our way down until we get to the horseshoe bend at Dumfin. There is a lot of work needing done. Members and non members are welcome (any friends of the association really) to come along and help out. Please don’t bring your good waders with you they could get damaged. Just bring an old pair of waders or whatever and we will supply gloves and bow saws etc Rope and hopefully some grappling irons will be supplied. We will bring along a chainsaw BUT we badly need someone who has a current certificate to use a chainsaw to come along and help out. No one will be allowed to use the chainsaw unless they bring a fully up to date certificate with them. Health and safety is paramount. 

It was interesting when speaking to Davy and the lads that they all mentioned that they return all coloured fish and that the river is improving over this last couple of years. It only goes to show that anglers who are sufficiently interested and who care about their river also tend to treat it with respect and look to the future by returning all coloured fish. This attitude is developing well on the other side of the loch on the river Endrick as well, but more anglers have to return more fish if the system is to flourish.

We hope many of you will turn up and help out, we badly need this help to improve our rivers for the enjoyment of our members.

                  THE FISHERY EXPERTS VIEWPOINT

Both fishery manager Angus MacRitchie and our chairman Michael Brady met up with a well-known fishery consultant at the weekend. This man has all the credentials and some…. with regard fishery management and fish!

It was a most interesting discussion and one that we wish every angler that fishes the system could have been there to hear what he had to say. Lets be clear from the outset that the purpose of the meeting was not to discuss fishery management issues. It just so happened the meeting went on to that very subject since all concerned have a great desire to learn as much as possible about fishery management and the problems associated with individual fisheries. 

Our chairman and fishery manager were keen to hear his views on such matters as hatcheries and projects that could greatly improve the fish stocks. It was refreshing to hear someone speak openly without a guarded speech worrying about the implications of what he was saying. Here is what he said about improving the existing fish stocks under the present climate. His comments are in Italics to avoid any confusion.

Under the present climate of high marine mortalities out at sea the single most important thing you can do to improve the fishings and fish stocks is to “put the fish back” it is that simple. By returning a hen fish of say 7lbs in weight you are immediately releasing 3,000 –5,000 eggs into the spawning catchment. If anglers continue to kill every fish they catch then you have a real problem on your hands. 

So there you have it! Put the fish back or expect the end result to be less fish in the years to come. On some rivers it may already be too little too late. Do not look to the management as scapegoats when the single most important thing to improve fish stocks is to return the fish you catch. 

Now we as a management group are well aware that the majority of spring salmon are hen fish. I know both chairman and fishery manager reckons that the ratio is about three to one in favour of hen fish. Here is what the expert fishery consultant says.

The ratio of spring hen salmon to cock spring salmon is about five to one. Yes that high. Also that nearly all the early running spring salmon are in fact hen fish. The male springers run later.  He believes that what many anglers reckon to be early grilse in late May/June are in fact male spring salmon and not grilse at all. The male spring fish run much later and are usually smaller in size. 

When we talked more about catch and release he had positive and strong views on the subject. We mentioned that last years catches of spring salmon saw only one solitary fish returned out of all the fish caught during the spring runs. Here is what he says.

That is terrible, you must be in direct conflict with your fishery trust!  You must try and do something before it is too late.

Just think about all those eggs that have the potential to sustain and improve your system and they are all being killed. The rivers that appear to be producing good catches these days all have a firm catch and release policy either mandatory or carefully monitored in a voluntary basis. 

Ok then, we asked what is your view on hatcheries etc. Given that twenty years ago perhaps 90% of fishery people would have been inclined to support hatcheries and these days that figure is almost reversed the other way. What’s your take on it? Here are his views.

In any fishery that has plenty of available spawning streams for fish to utilize then in his opinion hatcheries are a complete waste of money and resources. In any event no matter what the situation is, how do you know what the maximum utilization rate is for any given section of available spawning areas. 

We mentioned that our stock enhancement policy is now aiming towards a policy of stocking above impassible areas and thereby utilizing spawning areas that are not naturally available to spawning fish. Here is what he says on that aspect.

It might work so long as you realise that the returns from stocking say 50,000 fry might only be around 25 adult salmon. The anglers fishing your system would not even notice that amount. That it is useful to learn as much as you can about the fish you are selecting for brood fish. Are they grilse as grilse tends to breed grilse. Take scale readings of as many fish as you can get hold of. They tell you a lot about your system. So long as you are not wasting much needed resources and spending a lot of money on stocking it might work…possibly. Record your findings and learn if it works, if not then stop doing it and do something more worthwhile. 

Our electro fishings studies above one impassible area we are currently utilizing shows a very healthy stock of salmon fry and parr. Indicating to us that our current policy is working thus far. We will soon know this year as to returning fish. 

This was a good meeting with both parties learning a lot. Nothing is ever cast in stone and no one is usually ever completely correct in this complex fishery world of ours, but this man clearly has very firm views and should at the very least be respected for that and perhaps some thoughts by anglers themselves on the way forward. One interesting thing he did mention was that it need only take a slight improvement in mortalities at sea to bring about a significant improvement in your fish stocks provided you looked after existing stocks and returned most fish. In other words that possible 25 adult fish returning from our stocking could increase significantly with just a 5% improvement of marine mortalities. 

The bottom line then appears to be, return as many fish as you can if you want to see YOUR FISHERY have sustainable and improving runs of migratory fish. 

                   THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

