                            RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP STILL ON FOR 24TH JUNE 2007

EVERYTHING WILL DEPEND ON THE WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO. WE WOULD ASK ALL INTERESTED PARTIES TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEBSITE EVERY DAY IF POSSIBLE AS WE STILL CANNOT SAY FOR CERTAIN WHAT WILL HAPPEN WEATHER WISE WE COULD YET BE FORCED TO CANCELL AGAIN!!

We want this clean up to take place but we cannot risk anyone life if the water board cannot get the barrage gates closed for Sunday. So here is the situation as it stands.  The water board have been releasing extra water over this past number of weeks in order that the loch level is kept below the 26ft level by a reasonable margin. That margin as of Tuesday 19th June was 25ft 2 inches. Any lower margins risks the water board being left high and dry should we enter into a period of severe summer drought. Any higher and if rain arrived it could ruin the chances to close the barrage gates for our river clean-up. However the recent torrential rain throughout Tuesday night had risen the loch leven by NINE INCHES. Problems with staffing with many water board employees on holiday meant that they could not lower the gates fully today Wednesday. The gates WILL be lowered on THURSDAY. Hopefully the gates will remain lowered until Sunday early morning and be closed fully by 10am ready for the clean-up. However there are problems with staffing for the water board which might make this arrangement not possible. All we can do is wait and see and keep you informed of events. We are sorry for this but this year’s weather has been much wetter than usual. We can only do our best and hope things turn out positive.

We will give a more comprehensive update on the loch as soon as possible. 

The river leven banks have all been cut ready for the clean-up. There have been several nice early summer fish caught both in the river as one chap got three in two days and in the loch. Most of the fish have been in double figures which these days are great to hear. It must be said that very few anglers are fishings during the day mid week with today and yesterday seeing six or less anglers covering the whole river. Interestingly the fly that nailed the three fish caught was a size 10 allys shrimp. It was also good to hear that full member Carl Nilsson had taken another nice fish to add to his tally. In salmon fishings it is a requirement to persevere, persist and to fish with confidence if one is to do well throughout the years. We recall the story of one such successful salmon angler who when asked how he managed to always get his quota of fish every season replied “enjoy your fishings, keep at it and stay clear of anyone and everyone that is pessimistic” ……Maybe there is some truth to this?

These days with regular updates on websites about how many fish were caught on this water or that water the temptation to wait until things improve (or are perfect) is appealing. If we are honest with ourselves we are all guilty at times of doing just that.  Perhaps it is best to stay clear of such sites and just get down to the river with your trusted flies and ….just fish.

                                                                                                                        THE MANAGEMENT TEAM OF THE LLAIA






