LATEST UPDATE FOR LOCH LOMOND 20TH AUGUST 2005

Our humble apologies for not updating the web site since April 2005. The association has been extremely busy this year with several major issues to deal with. The Draft National Park Plan.  The Park Bylaws. The State of The Park Report all taking up a considerable amount of time and resources. As if that was not enough, a complete re-structuring of our bailiff force has taken place with major changes throughout the whole bailiff operations. We hope to give a more in depth report on various matters in the near future but for the time being lets get reporting on the fishing!!

                        AN UPDATE ON THE SEASON SO FAR

The spring salmon fishing season ended with a similar amount of fish caught to last year. The big difference this year was that more fish had moved quickly through the river leven and into loch lomond. We are usually able to view the season by noting the runs of fish seen, the numbers of fish showing and numbers lost and landed etc. Eventually a picture emerges and we report accordingly. Bailiffs, who are out on a daily basis, regular anglers and so forth, are all used to gauge how things are going. We have special volunteer bailiffs who simply sit in at a particular area and watch for the movement of fish. This allows us to report more thoroughly on the state of play so to speak. This year the movement of fish has been most unusual with fish travelling well up the loch from the beginning of the season. 

Fly fishing the Endrick Bank: Our chairman and vice-chairman went out on the Bank to attempt to repeat their success last year with spring salmon to the fly. After five attempts, two of which were in ideal conditions they gave us their report. No fresh springers seen, none risen and none hooked. Naturally their days were not without some excitement. Sea trout kelts were risen hooked and landed on each day they were out. The odd brown trout too, but the highlight was when peter was taken with a good slow take that indicated it was no sea trout this time. A rather fat bream like perch of about 2lbs quickly came to the net, oh well.  The facts emerged that the salmon were simply not on the bank. They had moved up the loch hence the catches by those trolling were all made up the loch. Quite why the fish should move up the loch so early has us mystified. You would expect that to happen when the water temperature rises in July but not May! They will try again next year.

             GREAT SEASON SO FAR FOR LOCH ANGLERS

Loch lomond has fished very well indeed throughout the season. Members of the VOLDAC  in particular have been doing great mostly up the top end of the loch. Tourists who have taken out day permits might normally struggle through lack of knowledge and or fishing ability. Not this year, they have had numerous successes with one particular chap out on a small 10ft dingy who proudly held up two silver beauties caught whist trolling his own lures behind the boat. Throughout May June and July most salmon have been caught up the loch. Balmaha boats did pick up some early season fish around the islands and nearby shorelines but many missed out on the bonanza by not heading up the loch!

 The sea trout has been disappointing despite a most encouraging start. The same applies to the river leven. Eddie Stone the new LLAIA Head Bailiff has been telling us that throughout the first week in July through to the first week in August the bulk of the fish have been running at night. On one particular night he witnessed a really large shoal going through. Eddie reckoned that there would be two fish in the air every second or two for about ten minutes and then the fish were off heading up the river for loch lomond. He did say that all the fish seen were either salmon or grilse. Incidentally many members have mentioned the incredible likeness Eddie is to the wee Scot’s guy in the television program “SAS are you tough enough” In truth that is exactly who he is. With twenty odd years as a sergeant in the SAS he felt he wanted to settle down and we just happened to nab him quickly before someone else did!!  He likes the job so it is up to us to ensure he stays with us and develops a close relationship with other bodies and helps us protect the fish stocks. It will be a full year before we see the real benefits but already we have seen improvements down the river leven. Eddie reckons that any member who wants to go down the river will find it pleasant and peaceful. His approach is going down well with most anglers and even the so-called bad element find him firm but fair. In some respects it is rather difficult to threaten a man that has seen just about everything at the highest level. 

There is no doubt that the direction and path of the runs have been strange and totally different from previous years. This last fortnight proves the point. The grilse have now started to concentrate around the bottom end of the loch with Inch Murrin Cree Inch etc and along the shoreline of Ross Priory and Net Bay all producing fresh fish. What on earth is going on? 

This past week we have witnessed sea trout shoals coming through the leven with some enormous fish among them. Fish of over 15lbs have been clearly identified as sea trout leading some of the shoals. The leven has started to fish well at night and some large sea trout have been caught on the river. On one particular day out on the loch five of the six boats out on the loch all had sea trout. The question is, could this be the runs of sea trout appearing late. If so the fly fishers on loch lomond are going to have a really exciting time throughout September and October. Most of us accept that the grilse are much easier to catch with the fly in the last two months. If we have fresh sea trout as well then what a bonus, lets hope it goes according to plan.

Whatever the situation all we can say is that the loch looks like it has had the best season for years. We just hope it continues.

That’s all for now folks we will update as soon as we hear important news or once the rains come probably in September.  Good luck and tight lines

