              FIRST OFFICIAL SPRINGER OFF THE LOCH   

When Sid Gath landed his springer at the Monkey Island he might perhaps have wished that the fish was in the loch rather than the leven thereby claiming the first fish. Not so, that feat was left to Balmaha angler Jim Freeman when he landed a nice 12lbs springer on that same Easter Friday. Things were still pretty quiet on the loch with few boats out mid week though a few sea trout were landed and released, as the rules state no sea trout to be killed until 1st May.  

A few more boats were hastily made ready and put on the loch on Saturday 22nd April. Several Balmaha regulars had set off for a sail and it was not long before Terry Martin landed a nice fish a few ounces below 15lbs at the Net Bay. Our vice-chairman Peter Lyons who also launched his boat that day from Balmaha landed two fresh sea trout around the 2lbs mark which were returned. One of the VOLDAC anglers was not so lucky, Kevin Gath (Sid’s son) hooked and played a fish of at least twenty pounds at Boturich but unfortunately it got off. Strange how fortune or lack of it can determine how you do each season on the loch. Up until last year Terry Martin was going through a bad patch as he watched others land fish whilst he remained blank. Undeterred Terry persisted and landed nine salmon last year and plenty more sea trout, so it pays to keep at it so long as you are fishing properly your chances will come.    

What a difference a week makes. It is so encouraging to see springers being caught on the loch during April.

Large sea trout and springers have been hooked and landed on the leven so the fish are moving through which, should be good news for those fishing the loch in the next few weeks.

THE BAILIFFS PATROL BOAT IS READY FOR ACTION AND WILL BE OUT REGULARLY ON THE LOCH ANY DAY NOW SO IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A PERMIT YOU FACE BEING PROSECUTED. You have been warned!!

                            THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

