WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING FULL MEMBERSHIPS FOR SEASON 2007. TEL:0141 7811545 FOR INFO PACK

The price of the 2007 season permit is £160.00 plus a one off joining fee of £25.00. This is ridiculously cheap considering what you get for your money!!

The association offers superb fishing and a great variety of choice ranging from the big loch (with 38 islands) to fish for salmon and sea trout in such breathtaking scenery. There are also three rivers and the Clyde estuary and its sea lochs. If you are looking for somewhere to get introduced into “real game fishing” for salmon and sea trout look no further than the lomond system for real value for money.

We will be looking at various ways to vastly improve our website. This should ensure we get regular updates more often and new video clips of various parts of the system along with photos etc.

The association is very active making sure improvements to the quality and amount of fishings available to our members is further improved for 2007. Exciting developments are currently taking place, hopefully we will be able to make a formal announcement at our Annual General Meeting on 27th February 2007

The website is a very useful tool for your association and members can benefit from it as well, provided we can get information from anglers to make it worthwhile updating and obviously the secretaries must have the spare time available to update the website frequently enough. We also need to modify the website so that all those who are members and permit holders can be notified when there has been an update say on the river or loch reports or the balmaha diary. We have even thought of setting up an “items for sale” section. There is so much to do in any one season that at times items such as our website is less important in the greater scheme of things. 

Whilst the current management team has an abundance of experience in dealing with management issues almost all of the team have full time jobs. This limits the time available to do things voluntary and as a result the bulk of the work lands on the full time secretaries. Our secretary is a fully paid employee of the association but also acts as chairman entirely on a voluntary basis. His workload is already substantial as many of the tasks that used to be done by the head bailiff is now done by the secretaries, the type of tasks are not bailiff related so this gives the head bailiff and his team extra hours that goes towards actual bailiffing and permit checking etc.  So basically there is a limit to what we can do with the available funds and the individuals who have spare time to give to the association. It would be an understatement to say that over this last number of years the limit is always more than full. 

The river leven anglers are very fortunate indeed that the leven is so well bailiffed and looked after compared to most other association controlled waters. Almost every day there are bailiffs on the river often many times throughout the day. Night patrols also take place and frequent lie in patrols when we suspect anything suspicious. This all has to be paid for and to think that anglers can purchase a season permit for less than a hundred pounds is quite frankly incredible value for money. Bankside maintenance, excellent bailiffing, an enhancement stocking program (averaging quarter of a million salmon & sea trout eggs each year), spring summer and autumn salmon AND sea trout fishing from Mid February to 31st October. Is there any wonder anglers who leave  in search of cheaper or better fishing end up coming back to the leven. In a dry season most places are at a standstill. The leven can still produce fish and has good flow into the bargain. 

The LLAIA is not a profit making organization so every penny coming from permits sales gets put right back into the fishery. Few fisheries can make such a claim but we are happy and proud that we can do just that. 

                        ESCAPED FARMED SALMON

We had a major influx of farm salmon enter the leven since August which potentially could cause widespread reduction of our salmon’s genetic integrity. Interbreeding of these farmed salmon could greatly reduce the number of returning salmon in future years which is why we had asked our bailiffs to ensure that all clearly identified farm fish were to be killed. Most farm fish are derived from salmon eggs originating from Norway, which again could cause problems with gyrodactulus entering into our system and wiping out our fish stocks. With regard to fish farms our chairman has had several discussions with Pan fish who operate the fish farm out at loch striven where the escaped fish in March 2006 are believed to have come from. The political field within this country in support of fish farming to the detriment of wild fisheries is a national disgrace in our opinion. Others within the fishery world are strangely silent on the issue of escaped farm fish. Pan fish have stated that they are doing all they can to prevent escapes and state they are operating a zero tolerance policy towards escaped salmon. We do not accept this one bit and view such words as publicity seeking public relations speak!

In truth the fish farming industry has had more than 25 years to get their act together and operate a “no escapes policy” other than an act of God (outwith their control in effect). The same old ineffective structures are STILL in place for the cages and double net enclosures with proper security measures are conspicuous by their absence. There is NO early warning method of alerting fish farms of an escape until it has happened and by then it is too late. 

The Scottish Executive and the various trusts that operate so called area agreements claim they are working. We say open your eyes and start to look at the single most important problem of “escaped salmon” It is the one item that seems NOT to have been tackled properly by the fish farms, the trusts and the Scottish Executive. 

Millions of salmon are reared in fish farms throughout the West Coast of Scotland. The loss of 15,000 salmon from Pan Fish striven operations in March 2006 represents a tiny minute loss to them. In our view it is not a priority to them to ensure their cages can withstand gales (which are not unusual in Scotland) and others seem quite content to allow them to get away with it without severe fines and large compensation measures given to effected wild fisheries.

In the November issue of trout & salmon our chairman was accused by Pan Fish of making inaccurate statements concerning the reporting of escapes from loch striven. Pan fish claimed they had owned up in March and since then had conducted several “stringent and thorough tests” and declared that no other escapes had occurred. Our chairman was not convinced and pursued the issue at length. He had a letter sent off to trout & salmon HQ stating the truth behind pan fish claims etc. It now appears the letter need not be printed (no need now) as pan fish have had to seriously back track on their comments in trout & salmon. 

Look out for the December issue of trout and salmon as Pan Fish has now had to accept and admit that there was indeed a second and possible  third escape from their loch striven site in July 2006. Apparently they had carried out further stringent thorough tests and have now found out that salmon have escaped! 

In our opinion Fiona Cameron of Pan Fish should stop playing with words and trying to pull the wool over anglers. Had it been someone else she was dealing with we suspect she might have got away with her claims of zero tolerance and no further escapes. Unfortunately you don’t get away with that when you deal with our chairman. 

Ok now onto the real nitty gritty a look back over the season of 2006.

          THE RIVER LEVEN SEASON REPORT FOR 2006

The spring salmon season was a good one with more fish seen entering the system and more fish showing throughout the leven than for some years now. Conditions can have just as big an impact on catches as numbers of fish present. We are pleased to say that 2006 saw the best spring salmon catches for a number of years which augurs well for the season ahead. Most regular spring salmon anglers who fish throughout the rivers of Scotland will tell you that no matter how much you spend on permits springers are rarely ever easy to catch. One regular leven angler caught five such beauties in 2006 all on the river leven. By any standards that is quite an achievement, but it also says a lot about the leven’s capabilities of producing springers for those who persist against the odds. There are very few spring salmon rivers in the west of Scotland, the river leven is clearly one of the best if not thee best! Sea trout runs are shockingly low throughout the whole of Britain. It is a major worry to all fishery managers. Whilst the river leven is somehow managing to maintain a decent stock of sea trout it is not immune to whatever the problems are that is causing such low numbers returning to the rivers. The leven continued to produce some nice fish and good sport during the spring months to those who prefer to fish exclusively for these fish.

Your management team is looking at our options to see if further conservation measures are needed and if they can be incorporated into changes for next year. We have already introduced various conservation measures and some of us within the management team prefer now to leave things as it is regarding rule changes and see how anglers themselves treat the fishery and its fish stocks. Ultimately if too many anglers continue to kill every fish they land then we will have no choice but to make new rule changes and to spend more money enforcing such changes. That results in the price of the permits going up. We believe the sea trout runs in the leven are currently better than some of the more famous rivers noted for their sea trout runs. It is important to note we are comparing current sea trout stocks on the leven to “other rivers” current sea trout stocks. There are no rivers in Britain that we are aware of that have not been affected by the downturn in sea trout stocks, some are however much more effected than others.

                 SUMMER SALMON AND GRILSE RUNS

We rely on various reports and particularly our chairman’s & bailiffs input as to how the runs of summer fish went. The grilse were late by about two weeks. We can’t in all honesty say that the grilse runs were as good as last year. The summer salmon, which ranged from-10lb –20lb fish, held up reasonably well, but again not as good as last year. Observations on other nearby rivers suggest the runs were much worse in those rivers than the lomond system. Our chairman reported that fish observations on the river clyde at blantyre weir for instance was the lowest he had seen for at least four years. This from a man that stays minutes from the area in question and has a pretty good handle on fish runs between the leven and the  river clyde.

That said the runs going through the leven were not poor they were simply not as good as last year. You only need to look at the healthy runs of fish going though the Fruin and Endrick at the back end to confirm that! One of the difficulties for leven anglers is that the grilse tend to run at night or first and last thing during the day. This can mean we have good runs of grilse going through the leven but very few actually being caught. The 2006 season was strange in that the early morning stints can usually net the regular angler more than a few grilse. For some unknown reason the early morning was not very productive this year. The evening time proved to be the best time to catch the grilse. Once again though those who know what they are doing and persist seem to do well! 

                           THE AUTUMN RUNS

It was more difficult to gauge the runs during the autumn period. It was not helped by the fact that some anglers reported catching farmed salmon when in actual fact the fish was a wild fish. The reverse also applied! When we give our opinion on the fishing’s it is generally based on a lot of useful information all gathered and condensed into an educated estimate of fish runs etc. Sometimes the information is simply insufficient to give what we believe would be a reasonably accurate statement with regard actual fish runs. The season past would be in that category. However the autumn fishings did produce excellent sport for anglers on the leven so whatever the runs, sport was pretty good in any case. 

                 THE RIVER ENDRICK & RIVER FRUIN

The association members who fish these rivers are probably at their historically lowest level for many years. The single most obvious reason for this is that generally most new members don’t know where to fish or how to fish either of these rivers. Soon that will become a thing of the past once the association gets its video done of the system and particularly of these two rivers. This is good news for those who wish to join as they can take full advantage of the superb fishing’s both these rivers can produce. The wildlife around these rivers is nothing short of breathtaking and stunning. This is truly wild fishing in every sense of the word, a far cry from stock rainbow trout fishing and an experience to enrich your life. The 2006 season was another dry season so it was September and October fishing’s for most members. Those who know the river well and are good fishers had great sport with anglers like Ben Marshall getting nine fish in one day. Another angler who did remarkably well was Denis McLaughlin who had five in one day on both the river Fruin and the river Endrick. Many anglers wonder how these anglers catch so many fish but sometimes it is just down to persisting with a good set of flies. The particular day when Denis got five on the endrick there were other anglers fishing next to him. This is an account of what happened. He arrived first thing in the morning and felt he would get a few fish before anyone else would get a run down the pools. He never seen nor felt a touch all day. At teatime the few anglers that were fishing had headed up to their cars. Denis was already in his car, tired having fished since dawn. However after the large cup of coffee and the sandwich he thought he would give it another few casts so down he went and promptly got five fish in no time at all. Fishing for wild creatures like salmon and sea trout can be a frustrating business but occasionally it just comes right beautifully. That is the real magic of fishing these rivers, you really never know when the fish are suddenly going to come on and start taking like tigers. All in all these rivers performed well with plenty of fish about, catching them though is the hard part and often the water conditions make it more difficult to achieve success. The more effort you take to gain good sound knowledge the more likely you are to catch fish. 

             LOCH LOMOND …….THE BIG LOCH

Loch lomond had a mixed season with some anglers getting great sport and others finding the going pretty tough. It can be pretty difficult to know where the best place is to fish or where the fish are lying at any one particular period. But whatever you say about loch lomond we think it is a magical and awe inspiring place. There is an old saying that once the spell of the loch is on you there is no escape and for many the big loch is the only place to fish. 

During the hot sunshine periods it can be busy with jet bikes and speedboats true, but there is always somewhere you can find to get peace to fish. Luckily on most days the loch remains quiet and tranquil and the angler has to learn how to catch the salmon and sea trout that lie along its shorelines and islands. The sea trout fishing would be described as disappointing in 2006. Most of the blame was placed on the number of flat calms that occurred on many Saturdays, a day when most anglers fish the loch. Also many anglers were caught out with the salmon runs this year, which appeared to revert back to their traditional lies nearer the Balmaha area rather than the Rowerdennan waters. Boats were leaving Balmaha and heading way up the loch only to learn that the two salmon caught that day came from the Endrick Bank right beside their leaving port. We had three years of fish heading up the loch quickly throughout July and August, this year that pattern was largely broken. What will happen in 2007…..anyone got a crystal ball handy?

     WHY WE NEED A SPORTING OUTLOOK THESE DAYS

It is a modern day miracle that we still have salmon and sea trout running our rivers. The immense pressures against these creatures continue to build up and the threats to their very existence are real and dangerous. Despite these threats we still enjoy some pretty good fishing, when you look at the price of a days salmon fishing on most waters these days our full membership and leven only permits represents outstanding value. It is quite common now to be charged £75.00 for a days fishing on many other waters (including some association waters). Two days of fishing could have gotten you a full years membership of the LLAIA (almost) and the catches, judging by comments from anglers would not have been any different. That is why we refer to the lomond system as the bread and butter permit. Yes by all means go and have a day elsewhere if you hear it is fishing well but always have the lomond permit because that will get you fishing on many occasions when these other rivers are at a virtual standstill with no water. The river leven proved that this year, but then it usually does in most drought years. 

              OPENING DAY DELAYED BY ONE DAY!

The traditional opening day falls on a Sunday would you believe. So it is Monday the 12th of February for the opening day bonanza. Did we say bonanza? You never know do you? We will give a full pre season report nearer the time. In the meantime have a good XMAS and a great New Year.

All the best we hope you have a happy festive period. 

                                     The Management Team at LLAIA 

