      LATEST LOCH REPORT: NEWS 25th May 2004

First things first “A VERY BIG WARNING” to anyone contemplating fishing without a permit. One angler has recently been fined £100 for fishing loch Lomond without a permit for salmon and sea trout. In addition to this the angler had all his gear confiscated and the case took over a year to come to court.  The angler did not get the use of his equipment during that period. 

The bailiffing tactics now used means that anglers are spotted from the shoreline and watched carefully. If an angler is clearly fishing for salmon or sea trout the boat is quickly launched and the angler is apprehended and the police are called in. Those clearly after coarse fish have (at present) the full permission from the L.L.A.I.A. to fish for these fish. Those that are after salmon or sea trout require a permit, which they must purchase before starting to fish. The game fishing is cheap on Lomond so get a permit and save yourself getting a nasty shock and a criminal record.

There have been several more salmon brought into the VOLDAC. Others have been caught and brought into Balmaha and the mooring launch at Millarochy Bay. There have been few boats out so it was encouraging to see fish coming off the loch. A sea trout of 5lbs was also reported caught and brought into Balmaha. Sea trout up to 5lbs have been taken but it is difficult to say what the position is with the sea trout runs. Part of the problem is that some anglers are taking sea trout that are either well-mended kelts, some of which have regained most of their weight but their stomach is still soft or collapsed, or fish that have overwintered in the loch. This can be a real nightmare for those anglers fairly new to the system and for others that have not fished during April and May for any length of time. If all the fish recently been caught were fresh fish then the loch is fishing great for sea trout. We are doubtful that is the case. We do believe that the sea trout are making a very strong recovery though and the fact that so many sea trout of varying types are about clearly shows that we have an exciting few years ahead for those fishing lomond.

Loch Lomond is quite unique in some ways and if you intend to make Lomond your happy hunting ground it is better to understand and appreciate that there are fresh fish and there are other fish. The fresh fish and those that have been in the loch for up to several weeks will be prime specimens. Once you have caught a fresh fish you will rarely make a mistake again.

On Saturday well known lomond faithful Rab Strachen landed an 8lb springer during the hot sunny day. The bailiffs reported about 12 boats out on the loch.

The highlight of the week may well turn out to be the outing by our chairman and vice-chairman Michael Brady and Peter Lyons. The last time they were out Michael had a kelt sea trout and Peter rose a fresh sea trout. On Monday 24th May they headed out on a north/westerly breeze with some cloud and sunshine. An ideal day and with no rain to spoil the Endrick Bank area, it was ideal fishing conditions. This time they didn’t start to the late afternoon so it was down to the business in hand, which was to catch the first springer off the loch on the fly. 

The mouth of the Bank was drifted with both fishing steadily and nothing to report. The next part of the Bank was the steep sided shelf. On this part in particular they decided that the best approach would be for one of them to take the oars and the other to fish. With Michael on the oars and Peter carefully fishing the area, a large fish rose to the bob fly with its dorsal fin right out of the water. Unfortunately it didn’t take and slowly sank back down to its lie. They reckoned the fish was certainly in double figures. The boat was turned and again Peter covered the fish but it would not rise again. Further down the Bank another salmon rose but it was below the surface and Michael could see the fishes head and shoulders as it sailed on by Peters tail fly. Then it was back up to the mouth and both rods fishing hard. Michael watched a fish follow his flies in but it turned out to be a sea trout of about three pounds or so (probably a kelt), it did not take. By now it was early evening and the wind was getting quite squally so they decided to give the Claddech point area a try.  Fishing close in avoiding the rougher waves Michael hooked a kelt sea trout which was carefully returned. By now it was after 7pm and they were both itching to get back on the Bank. As the wind had veered slightly from a westerly with some north to a proper North/ westerly they could both fish with minimum working of the oars. Within half an hour, a fish took Peters tail fly and it was game on! After an exciting fight the fish was duly landed and Peter had just taken the first springer on the fly. The fish weighed 8lbs. They had seen four boats during this outing all of them trolling. One chap had two sea trout the other boats ? 

The last springer taken on the fly was probably caught by Michael some years ago on the Bank. The main reason why it has taken so long to be repeated is the fact that few anglers have bothered to fly fish the Endrick Bank. The fact that it is now 2004 and three salmon were risen to the fly and one hooked and landed is clear proof that it can be done. It is perhaps more evidence again that the spring fishings are the best we have seen for years. It has taken this pair one and a half days fishing to accomplish this. We wonder how long before they do it again!!

Both of them reckon that there are others to catch provided we don’t get rain in the next fortnight. Their advice is to put away those trolls and get fly-fishing. 
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