                    FISHING REPORT 25th May 2007

It has been quiet on the river leven during the week with nothing much to report in terms of fish, the same could be said for anglers fishing the river with about six anglers throughout the whole river during the week days. The      

River has been at a decent height so it was surprising to see so few of the regular anglers fishing the river, perhaps they are busy doing other things?

Loch anglers will be hoping that the fish will have moved through the leven and into the loch. 

    The River Clyde saw its spring salmon season get off to a very late start with the river rising substantially over last weekend. Three springers were caught and we suspect a few more will be caught, as angling pressure is much higher than the leven. Our chairman was down having a cast and speaking to the regulars, there was five anglers fishing a seventy-yard stretch so the water was getting well covered with fly and spinners. The cambuslang stretch was equally as busy. 

Back on the lomond system, we have not heard of any catches of the loch but it is quite likely the odd fish will have come off lomond during the week. There is more rain forecast over this weekend so we shall hopefully continue to get good water levels. 

This last few weeks has been very busy for the llaia with many items to deal with. However things are really starting to move ahead now on so many fronts. Interesting developments are possibly opening up which the association may need to ensure it has plenty of reserves of money available to take advantage of the situations as they arise. As reported Eddie will be getting a new van shortly which should keep him smiling. It was hoped the old van could have lasted another year and seen use by our chairman and other bailiffs up the endrick and fruin etc. This is now unlikely as the engine is starting to burn oil, so it looks like two new vans will have to be purchased ouch…..it is just as well the association is so well run it can afford the costs.

There was to be another small attendance for the fruin this Sunday with our chairman donning his diving gear and having a look underneath the pools to see the situation. These were the pools that have been cleared by the working parties so we wanted to make sure they were free of major snags that could remain unseen till you hook a nice fish. However with more rain forecast this has been called off until drier weather.

As stated, we badly need guys to take part on the endrick bankside clearance operations. It is your river if you fish it regularly then put your name in for the clean ups. 

All sections of the system require input from those that regularly fish their respective rivers. This is not some private beat on the Tay Spey or Dee where you are paying thousands of pounds for a weeks salmon fishing and expect the water to be maintained meticulously. For less than a hundred pounds to fish for a WHOLE SEASON, some anglers seem to demand that they get plenty of fish, beautiful banks and bailiffed 24 hrs of every day in the year. The only thing they seemed to have missed out is the ghillie to catch the fish for them, the waiter to serve them refreshments and the cooking staff to serve them their meal at the riverside. This would be quite funny if it not for the fact that these guys are serious!!!!!!

The water level is at a decent fly fishing height so hopefully with more anglers out tomorrow (Saturday) we may see a fish or two caught, though in our opinion these fish are likely to have a brief pause before heading on into the safety of the loch. It is interesting that the fish caught on the loch so far have been from extreme parts of the loch. The east side, the west side and the middle of the loch. How many springers have actually entered the loch nobody knows, our bet is that there have been more than some anglers would have you believe!!

As usual we will keep you informed of progress and updates. Tight Lines.

         THIS IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

The Scottish Parliament now has a new First Minister. Will he do something about it? Will anglers write in demanding action? W
ill anyone bother to put pen to paper to actually ask or do something these days? The short answer is NO for the vast majority of anglers that fish Scottish waters. 

Until things change and we get one big powerful voice along with thousands of anglers willing to put pen to paper to force these issues we will continue to be at the mercy of fate hope and some charitable offerings. 

On a brighter note, this system is very fortunate in that we still have some cracking summer fish which range from 10lbs to 16lbs on most summers along with grilse runs although there runs appear to be getting later each year. There are still good autumn runs and our spate rivers can still produce superlative sport for some of our best anglers and a few fish to others. 

Loch Lomond as mentioned can still turn it on when the chips are down and what finer place can you get than the beauty of lomond for a day out on the big loch. Aye we may have our problems like other rivers but we are at least much better off than most.

     LLAIA GROUND FORCE TEAM ON THE FRUIN

The river fruin received it’s second work program on Sunday 19th of May.

This crew did a fantastic days work all working together for the greater good of the system. Our chairman was most impressed hence their new name “The llaia ground force team” headed by Davy Robertson who overseen the work program and coordinated and directed the workforce. Several cracking looking pools were cleared and made good to fish through now. The team consisted of llaia full members Michael Brady, William Grey, Stewart Ingles,  Colin Johnston, Billy Marsland and Davy Robertson. Sandy Grant from Luss Estates once again helped out bringing his own chainsaw. The associations’ new chainsaw was also used. Team members who attended the previous work day were Denis McLaughlin Angus MacRitchie, Colin Johnson’s son Allan Johnston and A Kerr. All of the second days clean up also attended the first! There were two other members whose names we will find out. One of the men was a new member just joined this year who had brought his wife with him to help out. Our head bailiff Eddie also attended both days.

Our chairman gave us some insight into the team:

What was remarkable about this team is the way everybody got stuck in and done their best. When you attempted to lift a heavy tree branch out of the river there was no need to “ask for help” somebody was immediately by your side helping you with the lift. Grab a rope and attempt to haul a sunken tree log out and several of the team were onto the rope getting the tree out. I have never seen such great team work outwith the committee so it was a great feeling to know that Davy had organised such a team and everyone had all gelled together to form a potent hard working dedicated team. I would like to thank everyone who attended Sundays work party and the previous one. The membership is very fortunate in having such a great team.

This system has a great committee that has been hugely successful in just about everything they have tackled. They utilize the llaia income to great effect always spending wisely and running a very tight ship. When it comes to finances the association is in the very best hands possible. All we need now is three good river improvement teams for the river leven, the river endrick and the river fruin. Since we now have the fruin groundforce team up and running the river leven and river endrick teams are now required. Ideally we need reasonably fit guys willing to spend a few days a year removing old trees branches shrubbery etc. If you are willing to help out then speak to Eddie our head bailiff, he can take your telephone number and take it from there.  

RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP ON 10TH OF JUNE 2007

All going well the river leven clean up will take place on the above date. We can only hope the weather will be favorable regarding water levels.

The meeting places will be at 10am at Bonhill Bridge for those working at the top end of the river and at the Dog Kennels for those working at the Renton end. Gloves will be supplied etc.

            NEW BOAT TRAILER FOR LLAIA

For two years now we have suffered frustration and turmoil each time we go to launch our boat for the season. Two years ago the launch area was deemed unsafe and we had to launch elsewhere. This was problematic and we had various other problems to deal with. Last year we had major repairs to the boat engine only to see it fail to run properly when launched. Then the steering mechanism failed and our chairman spent the whole of one Saturday  renewing the whole mechanism and fixing the problem that caused the failure in the first place. This year with the engine tested and working, we were shocked to find the launch pad was once again out of commission. 

There comes a time when you just decide enough is enough! On Friday 18th of May 2007 our chairman called into indespension in Milngavie and wrote a cheque out for a nice new trailer for our boat. Naturally a good deal was struck and the llaia can now launch wherever it likes without having to mess about with boat trailers etc. 

Regular boat patrols coupled with land based checking of permits will take place throughout the season and not just on a Saturday or Sunday.

RIVER ENDRICK GROUNDFORCE TEAM NOW REQUIRED

We now require a river endrick team to do similar work to the fruin on the river endrick. There are two stretches that require such work one of those stretches is almost one and a half miles long. Without such work parties the association cannot do this type of work as the cost to bring in professional help exceeds our current annual expenditure. We would like to hear from members who are dedicated to the river endrick and would like to see much needed improvements take place. Ideally someone who knows the endrick really well who could guide the team in directing them much the same way as Davy Robertson directs the fruin team.

Please if you are interested contact the chairman at 0141 7811545 or write in giving us your contact details etc. Alternatively speak to Eddie our head bailiff.  

SUMMER NEWSLETTER TO CONTAIN GROUNDBREAKING NEWS

The association will be doing a summer Newsletter soon. This will contain groundbreaking news for the whole association and its members. Another milestone will have taken place that propels the association into new territory.

We have recommended anglers to join up for our full membership this year as we believe this is going to be the llaia best year of progress ever made in the 100 years plus history of the association. Joining fees are likely to rise in future as the association is moving in the right directions. Both the river endrick and the river fruin our two main spawning streams have had good runs of salmon entering them over the autumn periods in this last two years. Some anglers last year had individual days of five six and nine fish in the one-day from the endrick and fruin. (The nine in the one-day was from the endrick). It was good to know that the vast majority of these fish were returned by caring anglers who think about the future. That does not mean we don’t have the fishmongers on our spate rivers! It is sad that we still have more than a few such anglers throughout all sections of the system. However we are taking steps to eliminate such behavior so if the anglers concerned don’t like it they can always go elsewhere.

The management team has over the years had to make really difficult decisions, in fact a great many decisions have been made by the present committee and rarely have they put a foot wrong. The reason has little to do with luck but more to do with skill and clever ways of looking at things. The llaia is very fortunate that we have a great team in place within the committee, most of these guys have either been in a management position or are currently in a management position in their respective jobs they do for a living. Whoever comes up with suggestions for improving the system has to face having that suggestion scrutinised by the whole committee before being approved. 

As we move forward the llaia is becoming stronger and leaner. The more we put conservation measures before selfish greed the more we rid the association of the kill all fish no matter what brigade. But as anglers in general soon start to realise that there are no “other fisheries available” to exploit and kill as many fish as you can, perhaps the penny will drop. 

There are major hurdles to overcome with the old way of killing all fish. But we would rather see more fish in the system to catch, than few fish available to kill.   

      MORE  IMPROVEMENTS TO RIVER LEVEN 

The continuing improvements to the river leven took place on 13th May Although the planned clean up was cancelled (provisional date set for June 10th 2007 at 10am) it was decided to continue with the work planned for the Renton Boathouse Pool area. Our chairman arrived first thing with new chainsaw at hand clearing away the path walkway to allow better and safer access for anglers who fish this area. Many tree logs that were well above water levels at the rivers edge were cut back to prevent any net being attached to them etc. The paths had been significantly widened and flattened in parts that were awkward to walk along. The Hired JCB was at work clearing away what must have been at least 60 tons of rubbish including some vehicles, loads of all the usual rubbish and a multitude of tyres etc. It is hard to imagine that so much could be done in about ten hours of work. In the end it would have been impossible to clear away everything or tidy up the small bits of rubbish that can accumulate over the area but all in, it was a great job done by local man John McFetridge who organised things. As usual thanks to our chairman who put in a healthy hard days work for the benefit of all anglers that fish the river. 

The association will be looking at other areas in the Renton to see what could be done to improve this part of the river. 

The Boathouse Pool will be fully accessible to all anglers and it is hoped that further improvements can take place at some time in the future. There should be no further fly tipping taking place in this area as the whole section has had a deep trench dug and a large tunnel of soil placed along the whole area to prevent vehicular access into the area.

