                     FISHING REPORT 26TH FEBRUARY 2006

                                     “NEWS FLASH”

The first springer taken off the loch lomond system in “February” has been caught. It weighed 8lbs and was taken at the Piles on the river leven. 

The final completed catch returns up till the AGM on the 21ST of February 2006 has shown a 37% increase in salmon catches throughout the 2005 season compared to the previous year. The final catch return forms received amounted to 27%. This is a very healthy increase in catches and one that is most welcome. The sea trout catches went in the opposite direction down 24%. There is scope for further improvements on the salmon runs which is good news for all salmon anglers who are fishing the lomond system or intend to fish for salmon this year. 

Sea trout catches on many well known sea trout rivers appears to have declined in 2005 which is a worrying aspect as no one really knows why? Our own view is that the sea trout stocks remain vulnerable in our Clyde Estuary to the seemingly increasing numbers of seals. Nobody seems to be looking at the Clyde Estuary to see what the situation is. Has the various white fish populations in the estuary declined sharply over this past number of years. Are the trawlers operating throughout the estuary too efficient and few fish are left for natural predators like the seals to predate on? Has the availability of small fish and crustaceans declined sharply. Until we can get some answers I suppose we can just blame the seals for taking too many of our sea trout that reside in the estuary for most of the year or when they enter our rivers and eat our salmon and sea trout. As a nation have we lost the will to fight to change government policies that fail to protect our estuaries. We must ensure there is a balanced fishery that allows for sufficient surpluses throughout the food chain cycle to allow fish eating birds, seals and other creatures to take their rightful share. 

The LLAIA AGM took place on the 21st February with a lower turnout than most years though still healthy compared to most Angling associations with just short of a hundred members turning up. The vast majority of our members are extremely pleased with the way in which the system is being managed and were told by our chairman that although tough times were ahead of us financially the planned improvements to the banks and the purchasing of more fishing’s were all major pluses. It was another good year for the associations management team made even more remarkable considering they have presided over a period of national decline in the number of smolts now returning to home waters estimated to have fallen by 50% throughout the country. Questions from members such as why the association had introduced the ban on the shrimp & prawn were answered professionally and with complete honesty. It is a necessary step to bring the system into line with almost all other systems that have had this method banned for years. 

         FISHING REPORT AND PROSPECTS as of 26th FEBRUARY
The loch  managed to provide sport with kelts but not quite as good as the river leven though. Some days better than others but the cold winds had made it more of an endurance test than a day out fishing. Loch anglers are expecting a fresh springer at any time throughout February and March and they will fish further up the loch than would have been the case some years ago. This is in reaction to the first two springers taken in March last year, one at Inch Lonaig the other near the Carrick Rock along the eastern shoreline. This is well past the usual limit for boats when they would troll for an early springer. One of the most talked about points is whether the endrick bank will hold fish during the spring and early summer. Last year the salmon certainly displayed a desire to head up the loch much farther than usual. It is anybody guess what will happen this year but it is a brave man (or a foolish one) that completely ignores the famous endrick bank and heads up the loch……..

Last year proved that water temperatures did not stop the spring fish from entering the river and moving through into loch lomond. The fish off th eleven was fresh run with sea lice so it is a safe bet that others came up with it and could well be in the loch by now. Who will be first to get a springer on the loch?

THE BAILIFFS PATROL BOAT WILL BE OUT REGULARLY ON THE LOCH ANY DAY NOW SO IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A PERMIT YOU FACE BEING PROSECUTED. You have been warned!!

                            THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

