             RIVER REPORT FOR 29th  SEPTEMBER 2006   

Just a quick update on the rivers. The river leven continues to fish well with a mixture of farm salmon and wild salmon getting caught. Whilst sea lice numbers can be quite high at or near fish farms it is a normal occurrence to have sea lice on fresh fish. There is no correlation between sea lice = farmed salmon just escaped. Some people reckon that because they have sea lice on them they must have recently escaped from a fish farm! Our chairman has investigated the matter fully. Pan Fish are the operators of the fish farm at loch striven. They have checked their cages on all their farms just after the fish entered our river leven. They checked again a while back as salmon were reported leaping around some coastal resorts. No breaches of farmed fish are reported since the initial escape way back in March. The number of fish reported escaped in March was 15,000. The number escaped in 1998 was 10,000.  The weight of fish this time varied but mostly between 4.5 and 5 kilos. 

Our chairman has had extensive talks with pan fish regarding escaped fish. It makes interesting reading. He will give a full report in due course. The trout & salmon made comment on these escapes though out chairman may do a more in depth report at the end of the season.

During last week the water board arrived late one afternoon and RAISED the barrage gates. Why? Rain was forecast the next day why? The association has over this last 8 years taken the approach made by our Tom Walker towards the water board. A friendly approach that we felt was better to adopt than any firm and no nonsense approach. It does not appear to have worked. What next?

We are working on this for next year but at the very least the water level marker at Ross priory MUST be renewed and the river leven above the barrage gates MUST have a marker to indicate the loch is at 26ft. Then we all will know if the water board sticking to the new proposals 

Between the farm fish and wild salmon the river is full of fish yet some anglers are still blank. There are no guarantees in salmon fishing. Others have had loads of fish and are still getting plenty of sport. 

Our chairman reports that the LLFT our fishery trust is hard at work doing electro surveys for population densities of juvenile fish. For the long term this work is important, as it will provide useful data to establish what we have and what we should do in the future. Some people reckon that the farm fish and the consequences of interbreeding should be thoroughly investigated by the trust. The association does not run the LLFT and it is for the trust to decide what is priority and what is of less priority! 

The Endrick has fished well when the river is at a good height with the usual anglers getting plenty of fish. One such angler Ben Marshall got six grilse and a sea trout on one day. Two other anglers had nine salmon between them.

The runs of fish going over the potts of Gartness have been prolonged with good numbers seen at specific times. One angler reported over a hundred fish going over in the space of an hour. 

The loch is starting to fish really well if you get the wind. Colin McCrory went out the other day with his friend and raised around 12 fish between them. Prior to that the loch has not been busy and with little wind on most days the loch had not fished well. On that particular day the wind was good and the cloud was good. 

The month of October should be really excellent throughout the system. Take your pick, the river leven is full of fish the Endrick is getting great runs of fish but it needs the water levels. The Fruin is starting to get the runs now so we don’t know how good they are yet!  The loch given a decent wind should fish well throughout October. ENJOY.

                                     The Management Team at LLAIA 

