RIVER LEVEN  SPRING SALMON  FISHING 11TH Feb-31st May  
Well that is the spring run over for another season, well officially anyway, as the loch may produce some of these springers during the next fortnight or so. Those who have caught nothing will probably say it was poor whilst the successful ones will say the opposite! Without fish counters and ones that can distinguish between salmon and sea trout, we will never really know. With that in mind we can only look at the situation and give our assessment. We are well aware others may agree or disagree based on the knowledge they have at hand over the spring period. We too base our assessment on what we know and see over this period. Having bailiffs out all the time helps us form a picture perhaps more accurate than otherwise. We also have individuals who are watching specifically for runs of fish entering the Leven and we get the feedback from them also etc. So here is the official L.L.A.I.A. report on the spring salmon fishing from 11th Feb to 31st May.  The total number of springers caught on the leven was estimated at 31 salmon. In addition to this, the total estimated to have been hooked and lost was 23 salmon. We have said before that some anglers do not want it known that they have had fish or where they were caught. We respect that viewpoint and say no more.

The total of the loch has not been finalised but we can say without doubt that the total from the loch was significantly lower that the leven totals. Few anglers were out fishing the loch. Most significant was that the first spring salmon to be taken on the fly was caught by Peter Lyons on Monday 24th of May it weighed 8lb. Peter rose two other fish before getting that fish. This was accomplished in less than one and a half days fishing. The last springer to be taken on the loch using the fly was probably about twenty years ago. 

Sea Trout catches are very hard to estimate but all we would say is that the catches and the runs are encouraging. Possibly even more encouraging is the number of sea trout kelts caught on the river and being caught on the loch. On the negative side more than a few are being claimed as fresh sea trout or salmon and have been killed. Surprisingly it is the inexperienced loch fishers that have been killing them rather than the leven angler! This will be highlighted in our Newsletter to members and will be monitored more closely next spring. 

It was around the first week in April when the first confirmed springer was caught. Before that many anglers had sport with kelts. On opening day they were caught and continued to be caught when conditions were suitable. Over a great many years traditionally, the first springer could be expected around the third week in March. Perhaps next year that period will prove productive. As it was the fishing began earlier than this last couple of years, which is positive and encouraging news.  

The spring salmon fishing will go down as the best for a number of years. Although the catches were encouraging, the reason for optimism is in other factors.  The time period when they were caught and the sightings of runs of fish, particularly during the latter half of May are all positive factors. It was most unfortunate that the water levels during the latter half were on the low side. We believe that had the water been at a good fishing height we could have had good sport during the last fortnight of May, As it was the bulk of the fish simply ran through without stopping. 

Seals continue to damage the fishery particularly during the spring period. The only consolation was that they were not as bad as last year. We will continue to fight for a commercial ban on trawling on the Clyde Estuary and its sea lochs. The lack of sea fish in the Clyde Estuary and its sea lochs is, we believe, the main reason for the problems with seals. In other words it is not the fault of the seals, it is in a fishery policy that destroys fish stocks and the fish food chain that is causing the problems. 

One thing that is encouraging is the number of salmon taken by fly fishers. It proves that the River Leven can be a great fly fishing river. 

Our Chairman has been down on the river inspecting the bankside maintenance programme recently carried out. He has reported a job well done. However he has highlighted the fact that the bulk of the fisherman have been concentrating between the Barrage and the Bonhill Bridge Pool area. The area just above the Haldane burn to below the Stuckie Bridge could be improved apon by the cutting of tree branches that obstruct fly-fishing to those less than expert at casting. Jack Ferguson has mentioned to our chairman that the Right Bank of the double pipes section has overhanging trees preventing proper coverage of the water. Perhaps they too could be attended to. 

These days the anglers prepared to fish during the spring tend to concentrate largely in the area mentioned above. Whilst we would prefer more anglers to concentrate on other parts of the river, we cannot ignore the fact that this area is popular and productive. Whether it is productive because it holds fish or because it is fished often enough is a debatable point. We believe that one or two other areas have hardly been fished at all and yet in all probability they too hold fish. 

Spring salmon fishing on the leven is very much dependant on several factors. Water levels that encourage the bulk of the fish not just to enter the river, but also to lie in the river rather than just run through. You also require sufficient anglers actually fishing the river to enable fish to be caught.

So for next year we would like to see two things happen. Better water levels and more anglers. We can continue to press for more managed water levels at certain periods. We can improve the stretches that anglers favour and hopefully more will fish the area. Persuade anglers to fish other areas. We can pursue the council to help us with the Renton Boathouse area. A major overhaul would be nice to look at and nice for fishers and non-fishers to frequent.  

An outlook for the summer fishing will appear when time permits.  

On Monday 17th May when the water fell to low conditions an angler witnessed a fish of 15lb being landed and mentioned this to the bailiffs. In addition to this a well-known angler seen a young lad coming over the Bonhill Bridge with a fish weighing between 11lb and 12lb. There will always be fish that go un-reported, sometimes its because no one is about to witness the event and sometimes the angler is quite happy to say nothing. In low water conditions most salmon anglers don’t bother to fish until the Friday. When the water is low it is the fly fisherman that can adapt to suit the conditions that is likely to reap the rewards.

A few sea trout anglers have appeared for a quick cast in the first hour of darkness. The few that have bothered have been rewarded with several nice fish around the 2-2.5lbs. 

We are hearing some Interesting comments concerning the size of smolts getting caught. One angler was said to have caught smolts that appear to be very small. The normal sea trout smolt size for the loch lomond system is fairly large, in fact this system produces one of the largest sea trout smolts in the country. If there is a change of smolt size it is important to investigate further. The salmon smolts are also a decent size so if any leven anglers can give us some feedback on the size, please let us know. This information could be very useful. Please let us know by phoning the secretaries or writing in or alternatively email us at this web site. 

Chic McLean has yet to open his score. This is very late for Chic and no doubt the longer it goes the more frustrating it becomes. He netted a salmon for someone during the week as he was walking by the river. Chic is a very helpful guy as well as knowledgeable and it can only be a matter of time before he starts getting his share of salmon. Interestingly the parts of the river that Chic fishes have not produced fish yet (as far as we can gather). It is as though they have simply missed that section, because all the parts above and below have either produced fish or had fish lost. Some anglers that have fished the river for a long time may remember one particular year when chic had over seventy salmon, the following year was his worst year for some time thereafter. In fishing there are no guarantees!!! 

Near the end of the week ending 23rd May three large shoals of salmon and sea trout came up the river during the low water.  In amongst these fish were some really large salmon and big sea trout. One angler who was trying to count them reckoned that there must have been about three hundred fish. Another angler who witnessed the runs reckoned that most of the fish were salmon. Yesterday another run came through which is really quite remarkable. Incidently several more fish were reported caught on Friday 21st May one of them at 13lb the other we don’t know what size it was. A large fish was hooked and lost on Saturday. It was the only fish we heard of on that blistering sunny day!

There can be little doubt that this year is turning out to be very special indeed. Lets hope it continues. Bailiffing continues to be stepped up and active every single day (and night). 

Today the only anglers out appeared to be at the stuckie bridge area. Around six anglers in total were fishing the river, five of them at that one part. The rest of the river was virtually deserted. If no one fishes other parts then the only fish that will be caught will be at this area.  Anglers were complaining about the water level. Although it is low it is at least above the minimum level. To many that is small consolation but if only anglers had the confidence to fish more salmon would be caught!!
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