                 1st of DECEMBER RIVER REPORT 

THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS OF THE 2004 SEASON 
What a great season 2004 was for the vast majority of us. More fish seen, more fish caught more fish running and more fish spawning. It all adds up to a truly successful season for everyone. If this is the future for us then we are in for one hell of a time of it.  Was it a fluke? Was it a one off? Will it happen next year? These are all questions and thoughts running through our heads as we reflect back on a season of goodwill for many of us. But first let us not forget the previous year! The 2003 season was recognised throughout the country as a disaster due to the severe drought. Almost all of the rivers were at a standstill, yet the river leven produced plenty of fish despite the drought. Our full member catch returns showed that salmon catches during that year were one of the best for twenty years. Sea trout catches were also high with one of the best totals for some 15 years. 
Let’s get one thing clear though, fish are rarely caught one after another every day throughout the season on any river let alone the leven. Some days are better than others and certain conditions make it more likely to see fish getting caught. All we will say is that, if you are a very good angler you will do well on the leven and catch plenty of fish, provided you fish often enough at the right time and in the right places. Later in this report we will try and help those that are generally less successful when they go fishing. But let’s consider why you take out a permit in the first place. When you purchase a permit you do so because you want to fish that particular place and you hope to catch fish. Throughout 2004 we had no shortage of rain during the summer and autumn periods. For many systems it was too much and for weeks on end many rivers were either too high or too dirty or indeed a combination of the two. In short they were not fishable. The River Leven is unique in that respect as Loch Lomond acts like a giant filter absorbing the dirt hence the leven tends to run relatively clear when most other rivers are filthy. The leven can produce fish in all heights of water. In short you get more days fishing, more days fishable and more out of your permit that any other system. 
When you go fishing you want to know there is a measure of etiquette and anglers observe the rules and fish with respect for others either fishing behind them or in front of them. The etiquette by the vast majority of leven anglers is second to none for association controlled waters. It has improved immensely over the years and we hope to improve it even further next year. The fact that we have bailiffing seven days a week has probably a lot to do with it and anglers feel comfortable and secure that our guys are close by should things get out of hand. We can safely state that no other association waters have intensive and consistent bailiffing as we do on the River Leven. When you next purchase a permit for the leven be honest and ask yourself  “does it offer value for money” Could I get the same quality of angling, ease of parking, ease of access generally, maintained banks, good flowing waters and a properly bailiffed  and protected river for less than £90.00 . We believe we offer value for money second to none and the good news is that prices are to stay the same for 2005. At £90.00 for a whole season the River Leven permit offers astounding value for money. If you are a local living in the Vale of Leven and Dumbarton you get the permit for £80.00. Anyone found trying to get a local permit without being local, risks an outright ban from ever fishing the river if caught. 
Whilst we talk a lot of the leven we must not forget that we have two super spate rivers in the River Fruin and River Endrick. We do not speak much of these rivers on the website. There are reasons for this but suffice to say members who fish exclusively on these rivers and pay a full member ticket to fish them are happy with the years sport.  It all adds up to a fabulous choice of fishing the leven or loch lomond or fishing the two tributaries for a total permit price of £150. This is really cheap considering you could book a week or in many places just one day for the same price and get no less or more for what we offer for a whole season. 

                                THE 2004 SEASON REVISITED
The 2004 season was a significant turning point for many systems throughout the country. However some parts of the country did not experience the increased runs of fish. In this respect we as a management team are pleased that the Lomond system had done so well. It is worth bearing in mind that we are there to ensure that you have a system that produces fish and offers a standard of quality that reflects the price of the permit. 

As we write this report bailiffing continues down on the river leven and on the tributaries. Making sure the fish get the opportunity to spawn is vital and so is ensuring that just because the fishing season ends on the 31st October does not mean the putty hunters and jiggers can then come onto the waters and catch whatever they like. They have been chased off the water and those putting out nets have had their nets located and removed from the system. For us the season never ends and it continues virtually right through till the start of the new season. 

During the spring of this year we had increased numbers of spring fish appear on our waters. It was one of the few years when anglers could observe fresh springers showing at various locations up and down the river leven. Since the 1st April we had bailiffs out night and day to ensure the fish were there for you the angler to fish for and hopefully catch. How many other systems made sure whatever fish you had were properly protected? We have no doubt that 2004 saw increased numbers of spring fish entering our system. The quality of those spring fish is second to none anywhere in the country. It was a delight to see anglers catching fish. There are not many rivers these days with spring salmon fishing available. We are just glad we have this wonderful sport to offer our members and permit holders. Springers are never easy to catch and we were particularly pleased that a good proportion of them was caught on the fly. David Robertson had three, the best at 18lb. Magnificent specimens and a joy to simply have them on our system. The spring salmon fishing finishes at the end of May. 
After the spring period you often find there is a small quiet period that last for about a week as we wait for the summer salmon to start arriving. This last few years these fish have been of good size averaging between 10lb and 16lb and offer first class summer salmon fishing. Fly-fishing is particularly productive and fishing floating line and flies just below the surface produce great results. The sea trout can be great as early as April & May although they tend to be large or small with a lack of 1.5lbs to 2lbs fish. These fish tend to arrive from July onwards along with varying sizes and numbers of fish. By late July the grilse are populating certain pools in numbers and fishing the river just about anywhere can produce the results.

Generally the grilse runs start to come in during the end of June. In the 2004 season they came in several weeks later! Late they might have been but they seemed to continue to come in for several months rather than weeks. It was great to see them and great to see quite a few of them getting caught too. Some of our management team such as our chairman are often watching fish or watching places were fish are known to congregate etc. Because of these long periods of watching and observing they are in a unique position to see what is coming up the river rather than what anglers think is coming up or not coming up the river. Frequently on the leven your chances of hooking a fresh fish depends on being at the right place at the right time. Many of these small shoals only stopped once or twice and some shoals did not stop at all!! Many anglers believe that if the fish are fresh and they have stopped briefly and you cast over it by whatever method the fish will have a go. Others believe that not all fish are takers as nature gives fish a natural protection of survival by ensuring that only a portion of fish become takers at once. We are not going to argue over this but would simply state that if you are fishing at that time with a suitable lure fished in a suitable manner your chances are high of hooking a fish. If on the other hand you are chatting away to your friend or fellow anglers bemoaning the lack of fish or of taking fish, chances are you will carry on that way for most of the season. 
As we moved into the autumn period the fishing just seemed to get better and even more fish were being caught. One thing that was noticeable was the number of large fish that managed to escape. This is a really difficult subject to talk about as so many of as do not agree as to why that was the case. When we say large we don’t mean the huge salmon that Alan Wilson hooked near the end of the season, this was a huge fish of well over thirty pounds. We are talking of fish in the mid twenties that seemed to become un-hooked for whatever reason. Most successful anglers will use nylon that suits the size of fly that is being used at that time. That usually means a breaking strain of between 10lb and 15lb for most of the season. During the early spring most anglers could go up to 18lb and still fish with every confidence using largish flies. Perhaps the same could apply in the autumn. It is during the summer that most anglers fish with finer nylon mainly because they are using smaller and lighter flies. These flies don’t fish right if they are tied to heavy nylon.  If you hook a large fish on 10lb line and it breaks simply by rubbing on the teeth of the fish then what can you do about it other than fish heavier nylon. Most anglers would rather increase their chances with catching fish by fishing with smaller flies than using heavier nylon. One point about big fish is that they do take longer to land, another is that some rods seem to tire a fish out much quicker than other rods. Our chairman has always liked the long single handed rod for summer fishing as he reckons it gives him the versatility to fish all kinds of flies and methods etc. During the autumn he had bought himself a 15ft Ron Thomson hyper speed. It was cheap and as he was going to learn to Spey cast for 2005 he thought it was ideal for the job in hand. Anyway he fished with it during September and caught more than a few grilse with it. All of them seemed to give up the fight relatively easily, compared to his single-handed rod. He hooked a large fish with his single handed rod earlier in the season and handed it to his son to play after 15 minutes the fish got off. It left him wondering if he had hooked it on the big rod would it have been landed by then? Big fish require more skill to land as they have to be fought properly, that is the rod bent enough to tire it out. What we often see are anglers being scared to bend into the fish in case it gets off. Others get fed up after 10 minutes and play the fish too hard. Getting the balance just right and then being patient until the fish tires is probably the most difficult thing to do at that time.  We don’t care who you are, when you have a big fish on, your heart pounds and you become hugely excited and extremely anxious all at once. If anyone knows how to keep super cool in those circumstances let us know before the 2005 season. 
The final month of the season (October) saw the leven running permanently high. Many thought too high for it to fish or at least capable of producing fish in those conditions. If it proved one thing it proved that the river leven can produce fish in all water conditions from extreme low to extreme high. What was possibly even more remarkable was that fly fishers, who could not even wade the river were doing really well and catching plenty of fish. Yes 2004 was a great year for most of us and we sincerely hope that we get a repeat in 2005.
            INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF CATCHING FISH
The old adage that 10% of the anglers catch 90% of the fish still probably applies today as it did many years ago. Why do some anglers catch fish consistently whilst other anglers consistently catch few!! As a management team we are here to improve the fishing and improve on the quality of the fishings. The catching of the fish is up to the individual and how he applies himself to the job at hand. Some anglers have been asking us could we possibly help in this direction by giving some advice on how to catch fish basically. This is a minefield for any management team to get involved in as opinions vary as to best methods and tactics at any given time. What we have done though is work out what we believe are facts or put it another way, well proven methods to increase your chances of hooking fish. 
First things first. As anglers we are all different and we all have varying amounts of time we are willing to spend in our quest to catch fish. Those that devote enormous amounts of time fishing and learning about fishing will always catch more fish than those that perhaps treat their fishing as a day to relax from the pressures of work. People with high profile jobs have added pressure to face in life and rarely have the time to do justice to their sport. That does not mean they are lesser sportsman than others or indeed that their fishing does not mean much to them. On the contrary many of those businessmen just love to get away from it all and spend a day relaxing. Many of us have neither the desire to flog away day after day trying to catch fish or use up almost all of our spare leisure time in this pursuit. Nevertheless if we are all honest, we do want to catch at least one or two fish in a season. So to those anglers and countless others for whatever reason success in angling rarely comes their way we hope this next little piece helps.
Observation is vital to achieve consistency. Some anglers are natural observers, most are not. You can learn to be more observant but you have to understand what it is you have to observe!  Lets start off with the spring period lasting from 11th February till the end of May. If you are starting on opening day your method will be slow and deep. The fly fisher who understands that the water temperature is cold at that time and the fish being cold blooded takes its temperature from the water and is therefore quite lethargic at that period is off to a good start. What you have to do is get your lure or fly to fish round either just above the fish or right in line with the fish as slowly as it possibly can without hooking the bottom. Last year we watched some fly fishers and numerous spinners do the opposite, were they aware their lure or fly was fishing too fast and up too near the surface? 
Next season watch the successful angler and observe his technique. The one using the spinning lure is unlikely to be retrieving at all until his lure is into his own side. The fly fisher casts at forty-five degrees and rarely retrieves, he tries to keep his fly fishing as slowly as it can over the fish. His line will be such that his fly is fishing deep enough to swing round in line or just above the fish. The type of fly will be different from what he uses in the summer or perhaps even the autumn. The colour tone may well be different too. But no matter what colour or type of fly he has, it is not much use if it is fishing round too fast or is not fishing deep enough. So don’t think that the fly a particular angler uses is all that is needed to catch a springer. Successful anglers are successful because they know how to fish and what to fish with as well as probably where to fish. Their techniques can vary between one angler and another but their objectives are similar. Can you fish with intense concentration for long periods or do you get bored? Most anglers get bored after a few hours of fruitless casting. If you get bored easily, our advice is to restrict yourself to what are known as peak times. Fish hard throughout these periods and you will greatly increase your chances of hooking fish. During the spring, conditions are often cold and generally the peak times for taking fish are when the outside temperature is at is highest. That usually means you should be fishing hard somewhere between lunchtime and early afternoon. If you are one of the anglers who is there at first light and home by lunch or chatting during lunch with fellow un successful anglers then change your tactics. First down the pool is one of the many aces to have as a tool to increase your chances of hooking fish, but given the opportunity of only having several hours of fishing, our choice would be the warmest part of the day. Kelts can and do break many rules of fishing but we are talking here about fresh springers. There are few rivers other than those you pay a fortune to get on, that have shoals of springers sitting there waiting to get caught. Most rivers will have a few springers or perhaps one small shoal in a particular area or perhaps two areas in the whole river that offer a great chance of a fish. Get to know these areas and how to fish them well. Don’t get stuck on one particular area at the exclusion of other known spring catching areas. Try and fish them all during the peak times. Fish other known areas that are not being fished but don’t flog the area, just fish it properly once or twice at peak times. Successful anglers do flog particular areas or even particular pools but they are likely to know these pools better than you, try to increase YOUR chances by fishing other known spring lies. 
One word of warning and it concerns kelts. If for one second you doubt if you have a fresh springer then you have a Kelt. If you land a fresh springer neither you nor anyone else will doubt it. One look at a fresh springer and you instantly know you have one. Killing a Kelt through ignorance is no excuse and our bailiffs will be getting lessons on this too! We will be putting up some Kelt photos soon, for you to see. Kelts are extremely valuable fish and must be given more protection than what they are currently been given in our system. Anglers that kill kelts this year will be having their permit removed for the rest of the season, you have been warned ignorance is no excuse.

When the water temperature starts to rise usually in Late April and throughout May your tactics can change accordingly. There is a danger though of changing too quickly for the conditions and occasionally of being too slow to change quickly. How is that for a contradiction? There may well be days when either sticking to early spring tactics works and there will be days when changing to floating line and just below the surface fishing works. This is where observation pays, time and time again. To add even more confusion you can often be successful with tactics that are somewhere in between the above. By abandoning the sinking line and putting on the floater or intermediate but attaching a fast sinking braided cast along with a larger sized fly can produce fish. Here then we have three techniques that can all produce fish during that transition from cold spring salmon fishing to early summer salmon fishing. If you are busy trying one or two of those methods you wont get time to be bored. You will be fishing with greater confidence and that can make one hell of a difference to your chances of hooking a fish. A couple of points though. Casting. Learn to cast reasonably well without making undue disturbance on the water. Spey casting is not difficult, good Spey casting takes a lot more thought and perhaps understanding of what you are meant to be doing. Get our local guy David Bell to give you a lesson or two. The cost is nothing when you compare the pleasure and rewards you will get from Spey casting nicely and in covering the water. Next year when you are down the river, take a wee look at Dave Sunman fishing the fly usually at McKinnons or somewhere down the Renton area. That is what you call proper Spey casting. Effortless and with style. He is a generous and approachable wee fellow angler who was taught by the late Eric Robb a well-known Ghillie on the river Spey some years ago. We know Davy and if you give him a wee look at your fly box and don’t mind several flies suddenly disappearing from your box we are sure he will, in return,  give you a quick lesson on Spey casting. The spring period is an ideal time to learn to Spey cast as the river is fairly quiet during the week. Don’t concern yourself one bit what others may think of your casting whilst you are learning. Soon you will get the hang of it and there will be no looking back from then on.  On that point it is worth mentioning that the ability to cover as much water as possible is perhaps more important during the spring period then any other period. It is during this period that your lure should be as deep and coming round as slowly as possible. The further you can cast at forty-five degrees the more water you can cover and that allows you to fish slower and deeper for longer periods in areas where fish might not be covered by those casting shorter distances, another wee ace up your sleeve.

As we move into June things change for sure and the angler that knows his water well and can vary tactics to suit the conditions will usually do well from now on throughout the rest of the season. The fly you fish with perhaps become more important than some would have you believe. The size of fly and how far beneath the surface it fishes can be crucial to success, so too can the angle or speed the fly fishes past the fish. Some anglers continue to fish at forty-five degrees and continue to get fish. Our bet is that the angler will have made changes that to the un-observant remain unnoticed. His fly may be completely different to the one he was fishing with during the spring or he may simply have changed from a sinking line to a straight floater. It is recognising the need to adopt changing tactics that help to make the angler successful throughout the year. Many of the tactics would take up too much time to explain here, to give yourself a good chance arm yourself with a good set of salmon flies of varying sizes and varying colours. Don’t arm yourself with hundreds of different patterns. Stick to well proven types of flies, lets say you have a set of ally shrimp style flies in varying colours and sizes. Then perhaps a set of orthodox shrimp fly dressings. Followed by  some well known patterns that are different to each other, get them in different sizes, get these flies tied heavy medium and lightly dressed. And lastly have a particular fly that you are more confident with than any other and have it tied in all sizes and from lightly dressed to heavier dressed. Don’t show it to anyone and don’t bother if they are offended by you keeping it to yourself. Sometimes we cannot explain why fish show preferences to a particular fly but they do, particularly if they are not fresh fish and have been in the water for weeks. Always keep at least one fly to yourself, it is your confidence booster and throughout the season that fly may change from month to month or perhaps never change. It is your wee fly and you are entitled to keep it that way. Tight lines fellow angler and lets see how well you do in 2005.
                       LOOKING AFTER THE RIVER LEVEN
The month of May seen bankside maintenance take place and the cutting of the banks. The timing of this may cause some debate, with some wanting it done sooner and others quite happy to see it done when we decide it is time. The majority of leven anglers are simply delighted that their river gets this type of maintenance at all. How many other association waters get this type of treatment? During the year we carried out a major trimming of all the trees running right down from the Haldane burn to the Stockie Bridge on the Right Bank looking downstream. This allowed even beginner fly fishers to cast a line underneath the branches where previously, only the experienced caster could fish properly. More is planned for next year, provided time is on our side. Anglers have to play their part too in observing the rules and showing good etiquette. Sometimes work does not get done in some areas because of the fear that certain anglers will hogg that part and ruin sport for everyone. As a management team we will not do work that causes the etiquette of the river to deteriorate. If everyone appreciates that fairness and a decent sporting outlook is good for all of us and improves the fishing, then we as a management team can do more work on the river and carry out more improvements.  

It is said by many newcomers to the leven that Leven anglers are far more critical of their river that any other anglers on their waters. The newcomer thinks we have it too easy and perhaps he brings home the point that in most systems you pay your permit and you get to fish full stop. We are more than happy for anglers to speak up and write in to the secretaries if you feel that we could do something that would improve the river or improve the quality of fishing in the river. 

We are looking at trimming the trees running down the left bank from below the Stockie Bridge down past the Double Pipes area. We are thinking of cutting those that are touching or almost touching the water and allow a reasonable gap for anglers to cast under the trees without getting snagged. We will once again be trimming the banks for next year and hopefully in addition to this do some strimming in selected places during the summer and autumn period, time permitting.
Prices for salmon fishings quoted and likely prices for 2005 throughout the country are heading sharply upwards with some areas quoting steep increases for next year. 

The talk down the river leven is that all of the anglers will be glad to renew for next year. It is worth noting that despite increased catches the price of the permit is staying at the 2004 price. Many years ago the river leven permit covered the cost of managing the leven. In those days some 1100 permits were sold just for the leven. Nowadays we would not allow that number or anything like that number of anglers appear on the river. We have loads of space now for anglers to fish in peace and quiet. The number of permits sold for the leven is a fraction of what it used to be. Leven anglers prefer it that way. We prefer it that way. However, the cost to manage the river leven in terms of checking that all anglers have a permit and that poaching remains under control, now exceeds the total income that is derived from all the leven season permits taken out each year. In other words the leven makes a loss in terms of angling income from leven anglers. It is the big permit holders that help even things out. It is the big permit holders that provide us with a fishings reserve that allows us to purchase fishings and run a stock enhancement programme as well as help fund the Loch Lomond Fishery Trust. That said your permit money is important for it protects your fishing and provides you the leven angler with a quality of sport that we believe is unequalled anywhere else for the money. It greatly helps with all of the above. Every part of the loch Lomond system helps each other. If one part is successful the rest is more likely to be successful and so forth. If anglers kill most of the fish on the leven and leave few for other areas then we all suffer. If those fishing the tributaries kill too many fish we all suffer. If we all behave in a sporting manner and take a few fish putting the rest back we all gain. We must all work together to improve and preserve our sport and ensure the loch lomond system provides us all with great sport now and in the future. 
All that remains is for all of us to wish all of you ………………………

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GREAT NEW YEAR
FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT LOCH LOMOND ANGLING IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION








