                                      RIVER LEVEN REPORTS UPDATE 2nd JULY 2007
More fish are being caught on the river leven with one off the river this morning with a cracking 14 lbs fish caught by Duncan Campbell. There was also a nice salmon of around 9lbs taken by Ayrshire angler David McCord on Saturday afternoon. Congratulations are in order, not for the capture of the fish on Saturday but for returning the fish! If ever there is a time for some care and thought towards the future it is now!!!! 

All the evidence now points to major problems within the marine environment with some scientists now suggesting that mortalities could be as high as 90% once smolts leave the freshwater and head out to sea. The problems are made all the more difficult to solve when you start to appreciate the complexities of life in the sea. As is often the case one problem leads to another and we end up having a combination of problems all adding to the reduction of adult salmon returning from the sea to their rivers of birth.
Anglers quite rightly question their own conscience and make a decision as to whether they return any or some of the fish they catch. Some anglers question if their efforts make one bit of difference to the greater scheme of things. Our opinion(and many others take the same view) based on a lot of knowledge within our own system and the spawning availability of the whole system as a whole conclude that in the Loch Lomond system in particular returning salmon or sea trout does indeed make a difference…..absolutely no question about it. Our system has a limited amount of spawning streams compared to large river systems like the Tay Tweed Spey or Dee. Therefore every effort to return fish results in an improvement somewhere down the line. A fish returned could be caught again thereby providing increased sport and pleasure for more anglers. All the scientific tests conclude that fish returned, do survive and successfully spawn thereby providing spawning stock at a time when every single spawning fish are vital during this period of extremely high marine mortalities.
One other important point is that by demonstrating that you care about the future of the river you fish you also provide a base for a much quicker and stronger recovery should the problems at sea greatly improve. In other words the rivers that are most vulnerable are those that have a limited amount of spawning availability ALONG WITH a higher than average number of fish being killed rather than being released. These systems could well take years to recover as they would be starting from a low level of potential spawners.  Anglers who show no care or concern and kill all they catch in the past should now be examining their own conscience and perhaps look to making some effort towards helping the system that they spend most of their time fishing. It makes no difference whether you are a leven only angler or a full member who only fishes the Endrick for instance. Every time you kill a fish you ought to at least be asking yourself…….do I need this fish…….must I kill the fish……should I try and do my bit to help rather than always pointing the finger at others. It is sad to think that the fish caught by David McCord was as far as we know the “first” salmon to be released so far this season. Perhaps this is understandable at this time of the year…..perhaps. But later on when the fish are coloured should we really be killing any of these fish. For the time being that is up to the angler himself to decide. We would all prefer it that way….BUT
If the situation continues with no improvement on angler’s attitudes to returning fish then ultimately the Scottish Executive or the owners themselves through an application to the executive can place mandatory catch and release throughout the system or indeed at specific periods of the season such as all fish to be returned in the month of October. Some anglers will question if such moves can be policed effectively, the short answer is yes they can as it would then be against the law to kill a fish and leads to a criminal prosecution made against the person concerned. This is entirely different to breaking a fishery bylaw whereupon the fishery management can and does remove the anglers permit and can lead to banning an angler from fishing the waters etc but it does not lead to a criminal prosecution. We have a team of water bailiffs available to ensure it can be policed effectively and the police can be involved more so since it is a criminal act taking place. 
Other river systems have already applied for Salmon Conservation Orders in various ways. In Ireland whole river systems have been closed completely to anglers for the whole season. At the end of the day those who fish our system regularly have more to lose than those that merely visit the river or loch for a short period.  
One final point: To those that say returning fish is not the solution we say this to them. Until the problems at sea are resolved returning fish is one of the best methods of maintaining a decent stock of fish. Also if all anglers respond accordingly then it will give us a much bigger stick to force the issue of marine mortalities to the top of the political agenda.  

                                       WORK PARTIES REQUIRED FOR THE RIVER ENDRICK 
Our chairman has been organizing work parties tidying up a certain stretch on the river endrick. This is hard work but greatly satisfying as you see the superb improvement that can take place when even a fifty meters stretch is professionally improved upon ready for anglers this season. If anyone feels they could lend a hand please email our chairman at llaia@btinternet.com or give him a phone. Our next work party will be going out on Tuesday 3rd of July and again on Thursday 5th July. Later on in the season some major work parties will be required during the weekends (Sundays) so please give us your names or contact us expressing an interest in helping out. 
                   JOIN UP NOW OR IT WILL COST YOU MORE NEXT YEAR

We have major announcements to make in our forthcoming Newsletter. It is all great news and will propel the llaia to new heights never before seen in its entire history stretching over 100 hundred years. Let’s just say if you want to upgrade from a river leven permit to a full members status, do it this year. Our management team will be substantially raising the joining fee to new recruits from next year onwards. Everyone that applies to join or upgrade from next year will have to pay the new joining fee. 
It is up to the individual concerned to do as he pleases we are just giving what we think (as anglers) is appropriate and good advice to anyone contemplating joining. 

                                                                             Tight lines to everyone

                                                                             THE MANAGEMENT TEAM OF THE LLAIA










