                     RIVER REPORT FOR 2nd  SEPTEMBER      

Good news for leven anglers is that the Barrage gates have been lowered. This is partly to do with extra rain over these last few days but also due to the new water board agreement whereby the Barrage gates will be opened at the lower height of 25ft on the 1st of September. The terrible disaster over in America with storms and major flooding brings home a stark reminder to everyone the sheer power of nature. Way back in 1984 when we had the worst drought in 100 years nature showed what it could do. From what we can remember the loch was some 7ft lower than normal. Some of our management team actually had a picnic on what was the fishing bank edge of the famous endrick bank!! Then in the first week of September the rain finally arrived, it did not stop. By the end of the week the loch had went from being 7ft low to 7ft high. According to one of the water board officials a quarter of an inch on loch lomond represents about 50 million gallons. Work it out for yourself but that rainfall represented a massive amount of rain. The dangers of keeping the loch artificially high at this time of year in particular should be uppermost on the minds of Scottish Water. If the same amount of rainfall were to happen now with the loch over 25ft high it would probably cause major flooding. We are going through a period of extremes in weather patterns throughout the world. On loch lomond a precautionary measure at this time of the year would certainly be a wise decision by Scottish Water. Even if we did end up with a prolonged drought. Would a politician or another organization dare to question such a sensible policy such as “keep the Barrage gates lowered from September onwards”. If they did and we got rainfall like 1984 then they best start looking for another job!!

We could be looking at a great end to the season provided the water levels on the river remain good. Since our last report the sea trout fishing has improved greatly with increasing runs of these fish now coming through the river fairly regularly. It is good to see not just the small fish of a pound or so but the 2-3lb fish as well as their much bigger fellows. Several large sea trout have been caught and some anglers are certainly keeping quiet with the night fishing catches. This extra water will have greatly reduced prospects for night fishing but some areas are still well worth a night. True the sea trout are more on the move as they swim through the leven into the loch perhaps heading for the spawning streams, but they can often take well at this time of year. We are still slightly puzzled as to why the sea trout runs were good in the early part of the season, poor throughout most of the summer and now in the last three weeks or so bounced back with good runs. This extra water should spice things up provided the fish are in the Clyde Estuary or heading in and coming our way. Just as we write this report one angler (Ben Marshall) on the leven has just landed three salmon on the fly one of the fish was coloured so it was returned. The fishing looks like it is about to come good.

Neighboring rivers are running very low just now, which puts us in a really favorable position. Lets hope the levels are maintained for a lengthy period and we get some great salmon fishing. We do need some decent rainfall to also provide those who fish the Endrick and Fruin with some much needed sport. This system is managed most actively and most importantly it is managed in a practical manner. Every penny of your permit is ploughed back into the system. A stocking policy with around a quarter of a million salmon and sea trout eggs annually are used to stock the various streams. 

We are now one of the best-protected salmon and sea trout rivers in Scotland. One chap told us that bailiffing in other river systems has been cut right back over this last few years as fishery trusts start to utilize most of the available income. Indeed we know one major famous river system that only has two bailiffs for its entire length!! 

Not all river systems have the same problems or are so close to a large population that they can slacken off on bailiffing. If ever the day comes when owners adopt such a practice and start to use our available income on science alone we can say goodbye to this system.

As it stands the LLAIA are the managers of the system and our fishery trust will provide whatever help through science that it can provide. We for our part will ensure that we adequately protect the fish stocks, have regular permit checks throughout the system and continue to operate a highly professional stocking operation. In addition to this we will pursue solutions to real problems that affect our fishery, such as seals. We estimate it will cost many thousands of pounds to deal with the seals entering the river leven. But we will pursue effective measures if and when they become available. 

We are delighted this year with the attitude of anglers down the leven towards our new bailiffs (with a couple of exceptions!) and we hope to be making sure that the bailiffs will be doing some tree cutting and pruning where necessary for next year. There are plenty of bailiffs on the endrick but these new guys are concentrated down the leven. In addition to this we will spearhead a campaign to get the Boathouse area cleaned up once and for all. Some of the paths leading to the bucks (on the left bank looking downstream) for instance are starting to get overgrown. These areas will hopefully be tackled during the winter to see if we can further improve the river leven for everyone.

As yet we do not see the need for any further conservation measures with regard anglers. We will have to take heed of other systems and their measures, but we will strongly fight against mandatory catch and release. All we ask is that anglers who do well from the system to please limit the number of fish they kill, that way we all enjoy the sport. 

We will be targeting specific anglers who often kill badly coloured fish on the Endrick and on the Leven. These fish do not eat well and the anglers concerned must realize that they are doing the fishery harm and themselves no favors. 

There must be few rivers in Scotland that offers such good value for salmon and sea trout fishing at a cheap price. £80.00 for a whole season for the local angler and £90.00 for the non-local. We noticed in this months trout & salmon that a well known river offers salmon fishing in its town burgh fishing stretch at £45.00 PER DAY!!!  And £379.00 for a season. 

Those of us who write this report are part of the management team and we want to provide cheap fishing for as many people as we can. It is impossible to do all that we do and more without permit income. That is simply a fact of life today. Try taking out a subscription for sky or a football season ticket and you will start to see how cheap the leven is or for that matter the big ticket. At £150.00 it offers fantastic choice and variety of fishing at a great price.

 We say to all local and non-local anglers to act sensibly and behave sensibly. In doing so we can all help the river leven to become an even better salmon and sea trout river. Those who make a nuisance of themselves or misbehave will be watched constantly and dealt with accordingly. 

                                                  Good Luck and Tight Lines

