



                       A Look Ahead to 2004
With all the doom and gloom one hears throughout the country we have pleasure in proving that not all rivers are  the same and some systems are doing rather well!!
CATCH & RELEASE PROVIDES A BUMPER SEASON
Official catch returns for the 2003 season from L.L.A.I.A. full members have produced a massive doubling of sea trout catches in the Loch Lomond system. Loch Lomond had produced the best sea trout catches in this last 15 years and the River Leven produced the best sea trout catches in over twenty years. Sea trout catches on the River Leven were up by a massive 170%. Catch and release has played a major part as the majority of the fish were returned. The average weight is not large though at just over 1.5lbs. %  The biggest surprise of all given the weather was the salmon catches, which were up 70%.  Are one the best salmon catches from full members who fish the leven over the last twenty or so. Catch return forms received traditionally represent between 27-30% of returned forms. The 2003 returns at 33% is encouraging. If we get a repeat this year and anglers once again continue to return fish., then we have a great basis for a recovery. Admittedly the prolonged low water kept many fish in the loch thus providing good sport. The Leven night fishing was also assisted by the prolonged low water and provided superb sport for those fishing at night. In all probability many of these fish were caught several times over thereby providing increased sport for everyone. Not only does it provide continued sport but also the fish are still available to spawn and reproduce. This allows stocks to be built up rather than depleted by anglers killing the fish they catch. It was not all great news though as salmon were reluctant to run the tributaries in low water conditions and this greatly reduced catches on the River Endrick and River Fruin.


                                           BANKSIDE MAINTENANCE
Last year the contractor without being overseen by L.L.A.I.A undertook the bankside maintenance and strimming project. As a result, the work was not done in parts the association expected. The strimming project will now be done with the presence of an Association official. We have taken advice as to exactly when to start the cutting operation. We have been told the end of April or 1st week in May is the ideal time. Anglers can therefore expect this work to be carried out as stated. We hope to have a repeat strimming done some time in the autumn as well. This should ensure that the river is looking good and will be more enjoyable to fish throughout the whole season. 
                                      THE RENTON BOATHOUSE POOL
For years this part of the river has not been fished as much as it could be and few anglers bothered to fish this part. This was a shame since it was once one of the best places to catch both salmon and sea trout on the river.  Access was the major problem and the fact that a family lived in a caravan and houseboat in the area made it awkward for anglers. Last year the caravan and boat was removed and the opportunity to restore this great part of the river presented itself.

The L.L.A.I.A. wanted to move in with JCB and helpers and clear the accumulated rubbish, debris and clear certain parts of the riverbank to provide access for anglers. We approached the council for assistance with refuse vehicles to uplift the heaps of rubbish but were told they would have to locate and seek permission from the owners and get back to us. We are still waiting! We will write again to the council asking that this now be given priority as the amount of rubbish has more than doubled in size. We will let you know of their response in due course.
                CATCH RETURN FORMS FOR LEVEN PERMIT HOLDERS
We are very fortunate to have a biologist now on board with the Loch Lomond Fishery Trust. Anglers can expect fish stocks to be even more professionally managed with the added input from the trust. Part of the trusts work will be to try and improve fish stocks. We now have to ensure that as many facts are known with regard fish stocks and filling in a catch return form will assist the trust and therefore assist the L.L.A.I.A. in how best to improve fish stocks.

Full members who fish the leven have to complete a catch return form annually. Those who take out a River Leven permit have been asked to do likewise. The number of returned forms are extremely poor. From next year onwards those who do not fill in a catch return form and either send it to the L.L.A.I.A. or hand it in to O’Brians Newsagents may be penalized.  Those that receive a concession permit (OAP & Disabled or Local) may have to pay the full price of a permit unless they have handed in their completed catch return form. All of those who normally pay the full price of the Leven permit may have to pay extra to fish that year if they do not complete a return form. The Scottish Office has reminded us more forcibly that it is a requirement by law. It is now becoming increasingly unacceptable that a whole section of anglers on the system do not hand in catch returns. We must now abide by this and ensure that forms are completed and handed in. Anyone found to be simply putting their name on the form and leaving it blank when they have been seen to have caught fish may also be fined.
The Management team already knows within reasonable accuracy the numbers of salmon and sea trout caught by Leven permit holders. All we need is for Leven anglers to confirm these catches by completing the catch return forms. Catch returns has never had any major impact on what the price of the leven permit would be. We base the price of future permits on many factors. The numbers of fish caught are not one of the major reasons, therefore anglers should put what they caught and what they returned in the completed forms. If ever a day comes when owners decide to base rents purely on what is caught we would be the FIRST to inform all anglers of this. So keep a note of your catches!







