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The river produced its first official springer last week when a young junior angler caught the first fish at 8.5lbs. The fish was taken on the top section of the leven near the Haldane burn. Other fish have been reported but not confirmed. We can confirm that several experienced and therefore reliable anglers have seen fresh fish going through the river including some large fish. Sea trout have also been seen. The sea trout have been around the 2lb-4lb fish. 
During the week beginning 12th April several nice sea trout at 3lb have been caught and it was most pleasing to hear they were put back. Another fish of 10.5lbs was reported but not confirmed. Today Friday around lunchtime another springer was caught weighing 8lb. This fish was caught on the lower stretch at the pumphouse. More fish have been seen going through. This is good news and the fact that both top and bottom parts of the river have produced springers, suggests that the river may be holding its best stock of spring fish for some years now. 

Recent reports circulating about a large salmon taken on the Leven require clarification, as they are not accurate. These are the facts! Many years ago an angler fishing in Norway hooked and landed a large salmon which was duly frozen. He had intended to get it stuffed but never got round to it. He finally decided this year to get it set up and approached someone who does this work to set the fish up for him. The person who was going to do the work wanted to know what the fish weighed and brought it into O’Brians Newsagents at the Bonhill Bridge. This is when the wrong conclusions and so forth started. Firstly everyone assumed that the fish was caught on the river Leven and that the person asking for the fish to be weighed had caught it. Since the weighing scales at the shop only went up to 30lbs (ONLY!!!) the person then went to the local angling club and got it weighed there. The story was further muddled when it was pointed out that the fish was not caught on the Leven. Someone then thought that the fish was presumably caught on Loch Tay. So there, story ended.

Bailiffing has been greatly stepped up this year. Every single day this week for instance our bailiffs have been out patrolling the river. Night patrols are now well underway and this intensive earlier than usual heavy bailiffing tactics are designed to protect our spring fish and offer increased opportunity of sport for those fortunate enough to be fishing the leven this spring.  

