                     RIVER REPORT FOR 2nd  SEPTEMBER    

The river leven fished well on the Friday with nine salmon officially reported caught off the river. Other fish were also lost and in addition to this sea trout were caught and a few lost. 

On Saturday there was a respectable turnout of anglers and by lunchtime three more salmon had been caught with fish also lost. Interestingly a large seal appeared at Bonhill Bridge briefly before heading back down the river. The seal’s presence is hardly going to encourage shoals of salmon to hang about the river. It was strange that the catches on the river came to a sudden halt once the seal was spotted? We did hear a rumor of a large sea trout in excess of 15lbs was lost on the Saturday. This would certainly tie up with a previous leven angler who had also hooked what he reckoned was a huge sea trout but it too managed to escape capture. 

On the Monday we had tales of more fish lost, both salmon and sea trout with one angler actually managing to get the salmon ashore but as he reached into his tackle bag for the priest the salmon leapt from his arm and wriggled straight into the water, oh well. 

More fish were caught on the Tuesday but the bad news was the water board had arrived to raise the gates. This is not what we expected and we will be checking the water levels to see if the loch is already down to 25ft. Ultimately Scottish Water and not the LLAIA control the water levels, we will let you know the outcome.

Bad news for the salmon angler is good news for the sea trout angler. So it looks like the night fishers will get a further extended season as the warm weather continues. 

It will not take long for the loch to rise if we do get a decent amount of rain. Our hope is that the rain arrives this weekend and gets the autumn season off to a flying start. More rain will ensure that the Barrage Gates are opened. No rain will ensure that they remain raised and a low river will be the outcome.

Interestingly one of our management team was speaking to a fellow angler. This particular angler had fished regularly throughout the low waters when most salmon anglers simply don’t bother to fish. He fishes hard this chap but our man was quite surprised to hear he had taken nine salmon and grilse during the low water period. The moral of all this is not to give up, keep at it and eventually you will be rewarded. It has to be said though that persevering and remaining confident is no easy task and if truth be told most of us do give up, have a chat or do something else until the fishing conditions improve.

If you do decide to get stuck in and keep at it, one of the great joys particularly on the leven is the scene of events when you do at last get a take. The pull on the line, the fish surfacing, the powerful run of the fish, it is all fantastic stuff. The leven with its faster flow than most rivers (the leven remains one of the fastest flowing rivers in Scotland) instills a memory of that event for ever more in your brain. Perhaps the more memories you have of these events and the actual taking spots fixed in those memories is what allows the regular successful angler to keep at it when the going gets tough. If you haven’t had many fish you lack this extra driving force and with few taking places to your credit you give up more easily. 

From now till the end of the season must surely be the best time to get stuck in and break your duck or add a few more fish to your tally. At this time of year we still hear anglers complain there are no fish! And each year someone arrives at the very spot where this so-called inactivity is and proceeds to take fish in consecutive visits from under the noses of the same chaps who declare there’s no fish here!! 

Flies, lines, angles of casts, speed of retrieve, confidence, perseverance, luck, bad luck, they all at some point make a huge difference to whether the salmon decides to take or leave well alone. Some of us reckon that having a good supply of well-known killer flies in different sizes and style of dressings makes all the difference. Others add to this by also having either different densities of lines or braided casts at different sinking rates. The trick (ok then skill) is to attempt to get the right combination at the right time. Now whoever said that was easy, is one hell of a successful angler or has a large wallet that ensure he fishes the best rivers stuffed full of fish. One fish caught on association water is worth many caught elsewhere. 

                                                         Tight Lines and Good Luck

