LOCH UPDATE FOR 5TH MARCH 2007

We apologise for the delay in getting out any reports. The secretaries has not had access to a computer over this last fortnight hence no reports! 

We are at present borrowing a computer to allow a quick update on the news so far and to allow the secretaries to get other things done.

There are kelts about but so far no reports from the loch of any wild springers caught. 

BUT LEVEN NEWS AUGERS WELL FOR THE LOCH

Well the first positive sign of activity was last Monday when leven local John Brady hooked and landed a nice fish in excellent condition. The fish weighed 9 lbs but on closer examination its tail was ragged! Yes it was a farm fish which does not qualify for the first fish status. 

The big question was where did it come from and was there likely to be more farm fish about. We believe there might well be more farm fish.  It is entirely likely that farm fish would tag on to any springers heading for the waters of their birth. At this time of the year on the west coast there are usually few springers about. However we believe that there is an increase in the runs of spring fish now entering the lomond system over this last couple of years. It is therefore likely that a small shoal of farmers have tagged up with a small shoal of wild springers heading for the leven.  

What are the chances of a repeat performance this year with farm fish and wild fish both running into the lomond system. We are fearful that this could well be the case again this year. We are not at all satisfied that enough is being done to ensure that no escapes will take place at the same fish farms this year. An alleged remarks by someone in authority at a specific fish farm has highlighted the sheer number of seals now at his fish farms is causing him major concern. He was quoted allegedly as saying the seals are starving, as there is nothing left for them out in the Clyde and its sea lochs. They are biting into the nets and causing us a real worry. We certainly do not want to loose fish either you know!  For once we are in complete agreement with his comments and concerns. 

ALMOST THE FIRST WILD SPRINGER OF THE SEASON

Gus Millar was fishing on Monday the 5th March at the Glebe when he hooked a nice fish on a rapalla. It fought quite well and it was presumed at first to be a well-mended kelt or maybe a farmer. But after a good fight a cracking wild springer estimated at about 15lbs came sliding along to the net only to shake free at the very last moment. Wee Davy Sunman was holding the net and could not believe his eyes. It only goes to show you that if you don’t fish you don’t catch! 

Another suspected possible springer was hooked further up the river but it too gained its freedom.  Our chairman is convinced that we will have another good year with springers this year as all the evidence points to a recovery in the spring cycle. 

Last year there were two springers caught in February on the river leven. Both fish were confirmed by witnesses. This is rare for the leven but with the fish Gus almost landed and the other fish a possible springer and we are only just into March it augers well for the spring salmon fishing season ahead. 

The price of the leven permits have only went up by £3.00 to £98.00 which represents great value for a whole season. Reports from other rivers show that last year was a poor year with the river Clyde reported by some anglers as having a dreadful run of salmon. Our chairman keeps a pretty good look out on the Clyde throughout the season and has confirmed that both the grilse and autumn runs were very poor last year compared to our own runs which he has admitted was not as good as the previous year. That said we do believe that the influx of farm salmon or the weather conditions or whatever else seemed to have an adverse effect on the number of wild salmon resting in the leven. It could just be the weather but a lot of fish just ran through the river last year. The sea trout fishing was much improved but as our chairman pointed out the catches were flattering to deceive. The sea trout runs throughout Britain have been ravaged and famous rivers have experienced very poor runs. Now is not the time to be killing much more than the odd sea trout or salmon if you care for the future of your system. 

It is usual for some anglers to moan about our reports or the trout and salmon reports inferring they are somehow not true. This is complete nonsense and anglers new to the leven will experience success or failure much dependant on their skill rather than the skill of any reports you hear on this website or in any fishing magazine. A while ago some anglers came up from England to fish the leven they left disappointed and complained to one of the fishing magazines. No one can hide from the truth though! It transpires that these anglers were unfortunate to meet up with one of a small band of anti llaia anglers who happen to fish the leven. The visitors were duped into fishing what we consider the worst areas they could possibly have chosen. They were fed a load of bad and in-accurate information all done to ensure they would not come back up! They were even encouraged to write in to the fishing magazine to complain. 

We cannot guarantee anyone fish but we can guarantee that you will be properly informed of the fishing relative to the catches or individual catches that we know about.

Some newcomers arrive and do really well in fact more than a few have done far better than the locals with one chap from Ayrshire getting salmon every second day he was fishing for over a fortnight. True this is exceptional but many anglers were saying at the time that all the fish had moved through into the loch! There are anglers that fish every Saturday throughout the season and rarely get a fish, likewise there are others who fish just the occasional Saturday and do really well. Going to the extreme we have a few anglers who fish often and somehow still fail to land a fish for a whole season. 

There are no guarantees in life but those with good fishing skill will usually get their fair share of fish. One chap last year had five springers to his own rod and yet some people were scathing suggesting he was fishing every single day. We know plenty of anglers who fish every day in waters that cost a lot more than the leven and they would love to catch one springer never mind five so well done to the angler concerned. 

We will try and keep you much better informed this year of catches that come off the leven. On this website we have access to more catches than any other website since we get reports from llaia members leven anglers, day permits and our water bailiffs all combined. Our chairman has asked our head bailiff to keep others informed of catches, that way everyone is kept happy and it helps to avoid confusion or mis-representative reports from other possible websites. It is not our fault if others do not hear of catches.

What we will not do is report on how many fish people have NOT CAUGHT fish. That would be silly in our opinion. The whole point of doing these reports is to give you news of people catching fish or loosing fish. We believe most anglers would like to hear about the good news rather than the fact that Joe bloggs has still to catch a salmon and he has been fishing every day so far. 

Anyway tight lines to all anglers who fish the system and remember to put back some fish as well otherwise there will be nothing left for the future.

                                                 THE MANAGEMENT TEAM

