                    AUGUST 18th   UPDATE FOR RIVER LEVEN

At last the Barrage gates were lowered this morning and the water is now at a good level. Fish are there in good quantities so sport should be rather good provided the fish co-operate.

We have had a rather busy time lately with the arrival of the farm fish. Lets be clear on this first. We don’t want these fish in our system, they endanger our wild fish stocks and threaten the whole genetic genes of our existing wild fish stocks through interbreeding So it is not good news for the system or for anglers when we get farm fish entering our rivers. 

Needless to say the farm fish were gathering in bulk in various areas. This caused problems at the top part of the river leven just below the Barrage. Some anglers were breaking the rules and fishing in the restricted banned area. It also brought out the bad element who attempted to foul hook the fish and fish without a permit. One angler has been banned off the river completely and others are likely to be facing bans for life. Why can’t these people just enjoy their fishing and do what the rest of us do and fish within the rules. They may never get the chance to fish the river again, they have only themselves to blame.   

The association decided to employ more SAS men to deal with the situation. On their first night two men were arrested and charged. It was also encouraging that we got really good assistance from the Alexandria Police. Needless to say word quickly got round that the association has employed more SAS men and the bad element has all but disappeared. We will continue to keep the extra men on patrol for the rest of the season. We also have SAS men on the River Endrick and the River Fruin from tomorrow night onwards including the weekends. We have a specialist man on the leven at night to keep a watch on things. He will quietly move around un-detected using special equipment. As a management team we pride ourselves in having one of the best bailiffed system in the country and the leven is probably the most extensively bailiffed river in the country. Anglers always have a choice either to fish our system or go elsewhere. Most of us have already tried elsewhere, have endured all sorts of problems on waters were bailiffing is almost non existent and bank maintenance is never carried out. We will be doing even more tidying up for next season so that anglers really enjoy their season. 

The season is really looking up just now with good runs of fish entering the leven. Loch Lomond is also fishing very well just now with fly fishers enjoying some of the best sport they have had all year with both salmon and sea trout. The Endrick and Fruin should start to fish from tomorrow onwards. There were several really large fish seen on the leven so hopefully someone will connect with one of them!

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

