LATEST RIVER REPORT: NEWS  7th August 2004

 It has been a long time since we last reported. At this time of the year things get very busy for the association so reports can only appear whenever? The fact that we are able to do any reports is remarkable considering the workload, we hope you understand our position and enjoy the season ahead.

We are experiencing the best grilse runs for years, but first a brief run down of how things have developed. By the end of June our Chairman was keeping a close eye on both the River Clyde and the River Leven for the grilse to arrive in numbers. Prior to the gates been opened the Clyde was running high and so too was other nearby rivers. No fish were seen at all at the River Clyde at the Blantyre Weir. On the leven the summer salmon were moving through in ones and two’s as well as the odd good shoal of sea trout the grilse had not yet materialized. It was not until Tuesday 6th of July when the grilse arrived in numbers (thank goodness) Strangely enough some grilse arrived at the Blantyre Weir on the River Clyde the next day (7th July). Chic McLean had one at 5lbs and another at 7lbs. Keith Adams had a nice fish at 10lbs and his friend Gordon one at 11lbs. Pip Wreathmen had one around 4lb and lost another, as did Dave Sunman. This was all down the Renton area, Chic got another at 5lbs on the following Saturday. Other fish were caught but we do not have the names. The other web site that reports on the leven reported nothing being caught at all at Renton during this period. The top end had fish off, too numerous to mention. This report is fact based. We have highlighted this and would have thought that if catches are not known then it is perhaps better to say so rather than suggest that nothing is being caught and the river is fishing poorly. Chic McLean has had five fish that we know about. Keith Adams has now had four, his friend Gordon has had several Dave Sunman has had two Robin Lyle had one at McKinnons and numerous others have all had fish down the Renton area. Most of the fish are passing through the Renton but they are also stopping briefly and that is when they are being caught.

Catches of fish have been very good. Some parts of the river are holding great stocks of salmon and grilse, other stretches give the opportunity to hook into some of the fish that stop briefly as they forage their way up the river into the loch. Bailiffs and numerous anglers are reporting really good shoals going through and in the last few weeks the shoals of grilse and salmon (mostly grilse) have increased even more. Scores of anglers have remarked on how good the grilse runs are. Another chap that walks his dog seen three good shoals pass by and quickly got out his rod. One of our members caught a nice fish of 8lbs at McKinnons Pool and also watched several good shoals of grilse and salmon go through the lower leven heading upstream. The only chap that appears NOT to have seen these great runs is Robbie Redball. This is the chap that does the alternative un-official web site on the leven. Most members prefer to call his site the NEGATIVE web site rather than the alternative web site. Last year the site reported a disaster with regards the fishing on the leven. Despite most rivers being a disaster due entirely to the drought, the leven was one of the few exceptions. OFFICIAL catch returns from full members that fished the river last year tell the opposite story. Their catches were one of the BEST catch returns in 20 years for salmon on the leven and the sea trout catches were the best for many years too. Are all these anglers lying? During the peak catches last year we saw over fifty salmon taken in three days of fishing, yet the other web site reports the river is said to be fishing reasonable!!! 

Interestingly we heard that Chic McLean along with several regular leven rods paid a visit to another well-known river and came away blank. It cost significantly more for their brief visit than what we charge for a season. 

The last week of July saw at least nine salmon off the river on the Saturday. Six off on Monday another five off on Tuesday and so forth. This is the catches that everyone knows about (except one guy). The river has been fishing well and catches of salmon are being reported on just about every day since about the middle of July. As we go into August catches are still continuing. Summer salmon have also been running and some really big fish are now showing in various parts of the river. In fact some parts of the river are full of salmon and grilse. One angler has had 15 salmon so far and most caught on the fly. The other night a fly fisherman hooked six salmon and landed one in an evening fishing. Salmon are coming in now in virtually every tide, we have never seen such runs for years. As we finish this update another six salmon have been taken four of them this evening (confirmed).   

Despite all this great news the alternative web site complains about the fishing as being un-satisfactory!!! 

Some of our members claim that the site is there purely to keep the numbers of anglers fishing the river low, by ensuring there is continuous negative reports. There are numerous anglers who do not wish to mention their catches, as they prefer to fish in relative peace. Catches of fish down the Renton area are rarely reported elsewhere because they either wish to keep their catches to themselves or they do not wish to tell a particular person. We respect that and abide by their wishes.

With the later than usual arrival of the grilse the loch started to fish very well indeed. On the 10th July Saturday, six grilse were brought into the VOLDAC headquarters. We do not know how many were brought into Balmaha. Sea trout are being caught too with some heavier fish being reported. One VOLDAC member had a beauty of 11lbs. More fish were off on Monday. Another batch of grilse came into Balloch a week later and catches of salmon appear well up on last year. The loch has fished well for July. It looks like it will be a great September for salmon on the loch.   

Prospects for the rest of the season look really good. We are currently considering strengthening the bailiff force further as the Endrick may well get many of these salmon later on and we are determined that members who have stuck with us and just fish the Endrick and Fruin are rewarded with good runs of salmon.

For those who wish to remain negative you can remain that way by logging on to the “Other “web site, the rest of you can enjoy the FACT that the river is holding the best stock of salmon and grilse for years. Our bailiffs are out on the river and bailiffing remains intensive particularly through the night. It is a difficult job and long hours at unsociable periods. On top of this they are often expected to finish a shift only to be out again in a matter of hours. Their job has nothing to do with taking photos of fish or telling other anglers who caught what and where. Our chairman has issued the bailiffs with digital cameras for numerous reasons, taking photos of fish when they are busy protecting fish is not on the agenda.  However if they experience a quiet moment perhaps some photos may be taken. Bailiffs are there to protect the fish and ensure that the fish are free to run the river and provide sport for those anglers who are fortunate or at times skilful enough to catch them. No more is expected of them. 

Certain individuals are continuing to fish right at the weir when they think the bailiffs are not on duty. This is despite warnings given by our bailiffs. Those individuals will probably loose their permits shortly, they have only themselves to blame. It should also be pointed out that anyone using putty (salmon roe) will automatically loose their permit. You are being watched and YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED.  No excuses please.

Our Chairman is taking notes with regards possible work to be carried our next year on the leven. If carried out it may elevate the leven to where it ought to be. The River Leven is still a great river, we must ensure it remains so. One thing not realised by most anglers who fish the river is that any work done with regards the river, costs money or is done by those who are prepared to sacrifice their own time to help the system.  Major clean ups of the river took place several years ago and those who benefit most (those who fish the river) were largely noticeable through their absence. Our chairman runs around trying to do everything and is often criticized for doing so! He even gets criticized for not fishing!! Years ago no one even knew who the chairman was, and very little was done to improve the leven. This year extensive pruning (by our chairman) of the trees from the Haldane burn down to the Stuckie Bridge took place. Previous to the trees being pruned it was difficult for a relative beginner to fly cast as the low hanging trees made it virtually impossible to cast in the conventional manner. Now there is a gap of around 25ft between the ground and the top tree branches. Those fairly new to fly-fishing can now fish this stretch without too much difficulty. One thing not realised by those who seem to always take a negative view is that although fish stocks over the years have undoubtedly been lower than say 15 years ago, the number of anglers fishing is also much lower. In fact where previously you would have three anglers instead you now have one. In reality that figure is even lower as most angles do not fish as often as they used to, preferring to do other things. I suppose people’s life style is different now and many anglers have less time to fish than in previous years. This is noticeable when it comes to the paths, which previously would have been trodden down by usage. Certain paths may now have to be strimmed and overhead tree branches pruned to provide the angler with added enjoyment. If we can achieve consistent good runs like this year (our aim is to do just that) numbers of permits will increase. However the present management are unlikely to allow the numbers to increase too much that it becomes overcrowded like some association waters. Obviously those who are current leven permit holders would be given preference above any new permit holders applying next year and beyond.

One other point noted is that with the good runs, those spinning should remember to continue to move downstream as they fish. Anyone found to be hogging a particular spot and not allowing others to fish through may find themselves being refused a permit for next year. Please be reasonable and enjoy your fishing without being selfish. The same applies to fly fishers as they too should allow others to fish through if they wish to remain at any particular part, irrespective whether the angler fishing down has a fly rod or is spinning. 

RIVER ENDRICK  

Our Chairman has been out strimming on the endrick. He has had some help and it is greatly appreciated. Craigbell has been completed and overhanging trees strimmed. Drumtian has been completed though the tree in one of the pools has still to be removed. Some trimming of trees may if time permitting be completed at Drumtian. Between Balfron Bridge and Ballochruin Bridge has undergone  major strimming and pruning of trees. The Black Lynn pool was badly in need of strimming and the trees were so bad that it was becoming un-fishable. It will now be a pleasure to fish as almost all of  the offending trees have been pruned.  All the high bankside vegetation has also been strimmed, the whole area including the paths will now be a pleasure to walk and fish. 

New Notice boards signage is required throughout. Another job to do. Also we now have the machinery to do the new wooden signs and name plaques for the various pools. No promises there but things are now moving ahead. Purchases of fishings although taking ages is progressing, so hopefully good news by the end of the season. 

We also hope to have further good news at the end of the season 

The Endrick is fabulous to look at and fish when there is water. Even without water during the summer you normally still have September and October to fish. When the stretches are well maintained it is a joy to step foot on the river. 

This report has been quite long and we do not know when time will allow us to do another report. Tight lines to everyone, we hope you enjoy yourself. 







