           AUGUST 7TH UPDATE FOR RIVER LEVEN

It has been some time since we last reported so an update is long overdue. At the moment it is a busy time for us as negotiations on the purchase of fishing stretches is still on-going along with other problems that always seem to crop up each year. There is also the prospect of starting the video project we hope to do. Now starting anything like that without having a good clear understanding and knowledge of videography is just plain stupid. There is a very steep learning curve and our chairman has been giving this 100% of his spare time. That means no holidays for him (so far) and little time to do what all the rest of us do in our normal day to day activities. He recently got married last year and his new wife is starting to hate two words “Association AND fishing” But as he says, I have a few things still to do before I get back to having a normal life. I know more than anyone the number of new members that join our system and simply don’t have a clue where to go, how to fish, what flies to use and even the huge extent of the fishing’s that is available to our members. So high on his list of priorities is getting that out of the way sometime in the next few years. Bank maintenance is another aspect that he is very keen to see PROPERLY tackled. You can instruct people to do a job and when you go down to look you see a poor attempt at getting the job done! He wants to see the leven being cleared around the Renton area and further down at the Motorway Bridge. Many anglers don’t know the various paths down to certain spots there because the paths are overgrown!!  It is also becoming apparent that weedkiller is not the solution to some of the bankside growth. The future direction is going to be regular cutting of some parts of the river. The whole Renton Boathouse area he reckons, needs to get dealt with once and for all PROPERLY with or without assistance. Currently the path is not clear and neither is there proper clearance to walk down from the Right Bank from McKinnons to the Boathouse pool. Work is being done now on the Endrick and once completed work will start on the leven from top to bottom ready for the autumn fishings. It just takes time…….

                          FISHING ON THE LEVEN

You pays your money and you take your chances is a common statement of fact when you go fishing anywhere. At least on the river leven what you pay is a hell of a lot less than what you would pay on many other rivers. £50.00 per day is a fairly reasonable rate these days so leven anglers who pay £90.00 for a SEASON are getting one hell of a bargain when you consider that you get spring salmon fishing from February, then summer fishing throughout June/July and August then on to autumn fishing in September and October.

Our secretary was telling us that some visitors to other waters are now getting fed up being conned into parting with up to £75.00 for a DAYS FISHING on some of the well known rivers and getting low water, no fish and eaten alive with midges into the bargain. One chap had just spent several hundred pounds on a well-known sea trout river for his weeks fishing and ended blank along with others. 

                         HOT  SUMMER MADNESS 

This has been one hell of a time for dry hot and sunny weather. What go fishing is this weather, you must be joking!!! The leven has been quiet up till the end of July and the grilse runs which started off with a big run right at the start has petered out. The odd small shoals are going through periodically throughout the month mostly under the cover of darkness. So with grilse runs nothing near as good as last year so far and the fact that most are running at night, with the water at summer low is it any wonder that the salmon fishing has not been very good. Some anglers have been rumored to be asking for a rebate!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!. These anglers obviously have never been anywhere else other than the leven. Our advice go have a look around the WHOLE COUNTRY dear angler and then you will appreciate just how brilliant value the leven offers to anglers.

As it was there have been some nice grilse caught and two anglers in particular have been getting a grilse or two for each weeks fishing. Its hard work but at least we have had some sport they said. Others have given it a halfhearted hour or two before giving up. The sea trout runs have been mixed with some anglers reporting loads of small sea trout up to a pound in weight with a small portion of bigger fish between 2lb-2.5lbs class. Others have reported nothing. Much has depended when you go fishing, as the Friday nights are often very popular with anglers but the fish seem to go through into the loch during the Friday. Once they get the extra compensation water that morning the river can be very quiet for fish during the Friday night. But the extra water on the Friday could easily encourage a good run of better sea trout into the river so it is always worth a try just in case that happens.

Those who are experienced and successful at night fishing on the leven have been getting large numbers of small sea trout which has given them great sport on the single handed rod throughout the night. As one chap said “Just returned from a fortnight holiday up north….nothing”. The leven gave me five small sea trout on my first night back, to me that is bloody marvelous compared to what I suffered in the last two weeks. He has now reported the capture of several bigger sea trout the best at just under 3lbs. No they are not there in any great numbers, but they are there……..and I have had to fish right through the night to get them!

Our chairman has been out during the night over this past fortnight….WHY well just to make sure that the bailiffs are doing their job and also to see for himself that the grilse are not being netted on the leven. He has told us that the sea trout runs are patchy but he is greatly encouraged that at times there have been loads of small sea trout about. So long as we have good numbers of small sea trout there is still hope. Many famous rivers have all but lost their sea trout runs. This year the real difficulty has been the high water temperatures both in the rivers and in the loch. Time to get those micro flies out? Last week for instance saw four grilse caught one by Davy Sunman, one by Gus Millar and two other anglers who prefer not to be named. Four grilse may not be much but our bet is that it is four grilse more than a lot of other rivers!!

One thing that is marvelous though is when you spend a night after the sea trout and the whole night is warm quiet and very peaceful indeed. Then just as you thought there are no bigger sea trout about you hear a big splash then shortly afterwards another. It may be all you hear that night save for a few smaller fish movements but it brings back the joy and versatility of the leven to provide salmon fishing when the river is high, medium or at summer low and also provide night time sea trout fishing. 
Last Friday night the river was very busy with anglers but the river seemed deserted of fish. They had probably moved through into the loch. Some of those anglers will stay away then until the rains arrive, some will have returned on the Monday night hoping for improved sport. When that proves fruitless most desert the river for a longer spell. Sometimes, say on the Thursday the fish arrive and those that are fishing get good sport. The leven is often kindest to those that stick with it through good, bad or downright awful conditions. If you know how to fish and what to fish, your chance will come and you will have a red-letter day.

For most anglers just now the autumn cannot come soon enough. Other rivers are weeded up and devoid of fish, they too are in need of rain. Sometimes you have to appreciate that salmon fishing is like that. If you have secured your bread and butter season permit on this system, at least when the rain does come you can get on the river and enjoy yourself without it costing an arm and a leg to do so. Patience is a virtue…….at times

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

