RIVER LEVEN  LATEST NEWS 11th May 2004
It has been over a week since we last reported. So a quick look back to see how the fishing was, will do as no harm. On Tuesday the Barrage Gates were raised and the water level fell. This has a very negative impact on most anglers’ confidence. The number of anglers fishing the river fell to a mere trickle. I suppose some of us view prospects entirely in relation to water height and conditions. This is normal and is reflected in the catches, which for the rest of the week was blank for springers. A few nice sea trout were caught and there are really good numbers of smolts in the river heading out to the Clyde Estuary and beyond. A few fish had been hooked and lost including a double figure springer at the Bonhill Bridge area, so it was not all-negative.  It is amazing how some anglers moan when no fish were caught for a few days!!!! This is spring salmon fishing not stocked rainbow trout fishing and there can be few if any rivers that produce or are even capable of producing fish every couple of days never mind spring salmon. 

Water levels can improve catches and when the gates were lowered in preparation for the weekend freshet the fishing level rose significantly on the Friday. On Saturday morning the anglers returned and several springers were caught. Fresh run springers were seen heading through into the loch. 

Those that ignore the water levels and can fish on with confidence usually manage to get more fish, particularly if they can adapt their technique to suit the lower water levels. 
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