                   ALL THE BEST FOR THE 2006 SEASON

We would like to start off on wishing all leven anglers a happy new 2006 season. Before reporting on the first day out other LLAIA news might be just as interesting for many anglers to hear.

Salmon Catches for the 2005 season overall are just over 18% UP on the previous 2004 season, which was considered a good one. The River Leven was up very slightly, considering the number of fish that probably went through (without stopping for a brief rest) the catches were quite good for the Leven.  The catches represent around 20% of LLAIA members returned forms. The lowest number of returned forms for some years now. Many anglers had done well on Loch Lomond in particular but never put in their catch return forms. Surprisingly and delighted as we are to report that for every angler that put in a blank return there were TWO anglers who had caught fish. This we believe is fantastic news for an association run fishery to have so many anglers all catching fish throughout the season.

Sadly what it does show is that when anglers catch plenty of fish they are reluctant to put in the returns for fear of increased permit prices. Our Chairman and committee have declared quite openly that the number of fish caught does not play a significant part in the permit price structure. 

Poor catch return forms simply makes the job of improving the fishery that bit more difficult for the Loch Lomond Fishery Trust Biologist.

We can report our hatchery is completely full with over quarter of a million salmon and sea trout eggs. In Fact the sea trout have already hatched out so lets hope all goes well on that front. 

Mention of the Trust is in order. To date we have only TWO people that have taken out an annual membership of the LLFT. It costs £10.00 and will in the medium to long term improve the fishery overall. To think that your management team are doing all this work most of which is free surely ordinary anglers can join and support the fishery. Owners have fully supported the fishery throughout its formation and continue to do so please try and join and show support to the fishery, it is only £10.00. You can obtain membership by sending a payment of £10.00 to the LLFT Write to Angus MacRitchie 69 Mill Road Armadale West Lothian EH48 3QL.  

The cutting of the Banks will be carried out at the same time as last year so please there is little point mentioning alternative times to bailiffs or committee members. This has been carefully worked out by forestry and tree experts as the best time for our purposes. 

On the River Leven we do hope to get some of the paths improved apon for anglers in general and more trees trimmed to provide more access to fishing under them rather than having to stop your cast short. 

Our Chairman has targeted various parts of the River Leven that require trimming and will let the new bailiffs get on with the job of trimming these selected areas. This will take place during the summer in low water conditions. The paths leading to the Bucks and down to the Renton Boathouse Pool requires considerable work done as does the whole right hand bank of the Renton Boathouse pool area. Ownership of this part is proving a problem but we will keep you posted. 

Anglers renewing their permits through the secretary should appreciate that during the first few weeks of February it is a very busy time indeed so please allow time for permits to be processed. All permit allocations that have been received by Wednesday 8th of February were all processed and sent out that day so as anglers could get their permit for opening day. 

So looking back then we have had two good years and things are looking up for this season. Three good seasons in a row are possible lets wait and see. We would not be at all surprised if a fresh springer is taken off the system in FBRUARY rather than the traditional time of Mid March.

      OPENING DAY BONANZA WITH KELTS GALORE 

We don’t know the total number caught but there were loads of kelts caught with several anglers catching more than half a dozen to their own rods. Fly fishers done well as did others. Considering the terrible miserable wet day it was, the anglers have all enjoyed themselves even though it was kelts rather than spring salmon. 

When we hear negative comments about the system or about us as a management team or our hard working Chairman we just wonder what mode thoughts those particular anglers are on. We are all moving forward now and we reckon the fishing is going to improve even more so. We are NOT A TWEED so please take that into account. If you must compare us to top waters then please don’t forget to include the price of these waters most of which cost more for a day than we charge for a SEASON. 

Our Chairman summed it up rather realistically (we think) when he viewed the spring salmon fishing season as one to look forward to with the hope of hooking a springer. If you can accomplish that your spring season is a success if you land one it is a great success. If you go out with that mindset you can fish with confidence and enjoy yourself. If on the other hand you bemoan the lack of spring fish you fish with a negative mindset, chances are you catch nothing. There are a small group of anglers that catch NOTHING ALL SEASON. Instead of slagging off the system at every chance, they should be trying to learn HOW TO FISH WITH THE RIGHT GEAR AND THE RIGHT ATTITUDE. 

Some years you can do no wrong and you are lucky, for others it will always be unlucky that way. BUT if you can learn to fish with a good technique you will achieve consistency and if you can achieve that on the Lomond system you can do really well wherever you go. Let the learning process begin……  

Tight Lines to all…………….

THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

