                    FISHING REPORT 13th April 2007

                              THE CLYDE ESTUARY
The association has been working to a plan of getting the Clyde Estuary better protected. Our chairman was out giving a tour of the whole estuary with Strathclyde police marine unit some time ago and trying to co-ordinate an emergency plan should poachers be spotted either on land or in boats on the estuary. We now have a large team of helpers all working together to form a look out team designed to sight, inform and put into motion the plan worked out between Strathclyde Police marine unit the helicopter base and angling associations with an interest in the area. 

This plan was put into operation yesterday for the first time with outstanding success. Suspected poachers were sighted at Cardross Bay with a boat and three persons onboard. One of them had a wet suit on and was sighted in the water. Within minutes Strathclyde police helicopter was hovering over their heads and the fast (an understatement for sure) police marine unit (which is now based much nearer to the leven) had them captured. The whole operation from start to finish was accomplished in less than ten minutes total. Eddie our head bailiff had been watching them unseen and the bailiffs were ready should the suspected poachers head for land. The whole operation went incredibly well except for one thing!  The suspected poachers turned out to be working for the Water Board checking pipes under the water. They must have been wondering what the hell was going on!

Poachers out on the Clyde Estuary this year are likely to get quite a shock when they suddenly see a helicopter above them! The marine unit now has specialized equipment for operating at night as well, so there is no escape for suspected poachers. The great thing about the helicopter is that everything is seen so clear from up above, poachers often sink their haul of fish in black bags weighted to sink below the surface. The helicopter sees everything.

                               THE RIVER LEVEN

It is now approaching mid April and we are still waiting to hear of the first wild springer taken off either the loch or the river leven. That is disappointing, as the last two seasons have been most encouraging. What has gone wrong? Is there something wrong? Or have we just been unlucky!

The more famous spring rivers are currently having a lean time of it with the general opinion being of a poor spring season so far on these rivers. Well if that is the case the likelihood is that we will have a poorer spring season than usual. But what does that entail? How poor? Well a poor spring season on the river leven might vary depending on how realistic your expectations are! 

Since the current warm sunny and dry weather is now very much against fish arriving and immediately entering the river leven we might have to wait to the weather breaks and the clouds appear again, possibly with some rain to entice fish into the river. Then again we have seen in years past that when the fish arrive they come into the river irrespective of the conditions! 

So if you want to land the first fish get your suntan lotion on and start fishing!

A slow start to the season in the past few years would see the first fish caught nearer the third or final week of April. So let’s hope it is just a slow start and nothing drastic has altered the picture throughout the country. Game fishing for salmon and sea trout is pretty unique now with more and more anglers preferring to fish for stocked rainbows than face the challenge of fishing for wild sea trout and salmon. To many of us there is no comparison between the two, this is the real fishing even though at times likes this it can be pretty frustrating. All that could change as soon as the first fish is landed. 

Loch lomond saw Danny Docherty out from Balloch land and put back a huge sea trout of 14lbs. Other sea trout have been caught since the season began. Still no salmon off the loch yet which is surprising.

                           RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP

The river leven clean up is looking increasingly likely to be on the 13th or 20th of May. The 13th looks to be favorite.

                            RIVER FRUIN CLEAN UP

Our chairman will be going up the river fruin with the head bailiff and full member Davy Robertson this weekend. Davy has organized the visit with the purpose of looking at the river to see what can be done to improve access for fly fishers and see what areas can be improved apon. Davy reckons he can get a team of members out to trim the trees and improve the river for the benefit of all members who fish the fruin. This could be a nice opportunity for anyone new to the system or perhaps those who just take out a leven permit to come along and give a hand whilst finding out more about the river fruin and the fishing prospects on that river. The association is you, your fellow anglers and us, all doing what we can to improve the system. If we don’t do it no one will! Davy knows the river fruin extremely well so you could find yourself doing something for the system and getting some great info on the fruin, you win both ways!

            PAST IMPROVEMENTS OVER THE YEARS                       

Our head bailiff Eddie has been asking leven anglers if they are interested in turning out for the river clean up. So far he has a small list of names who say they will attend. That is encouraging. 

At £98.00 for a river leven season permit it represents outstanding value when you consider what you get for your money. 

Since we had taken over as a new management team just over ten years ago we have done an incredible amount of work throughout the system. It is never easy dealing with the hundreds of items that have to be dealt with every year and the countless other items that appear every season. As usual we now have a pretty extensive list of things to do and things we will like to do over this next three years. 

The river leven has had more than its share of work. Especially so given the circumstances and the climate we have had to endure over that period. Organizing a major clean up when we first started was a major task and if memory serves some 24.5 tons of rubbish were removed in that first major clean up. The second year we removed about 14.5 tons. We have to give a lot of the credit to West Dunbartonshire Council who supplied a large refuse truck and two smaller trucks to take away the rubbish. The importance of ensuring that no rubbish was left beside the rivers edge, otherwise it might end up back in the river!

A lot more has been done since those two years of clearing up with vehicles being dumped in the river and not being removed being a major concern. We had quite a time trying to get the many cars (14 at one point in time) removed from the river. The cost to remove such vehicles let alone the legal aspects was over £250.00 per car. Eventually we did manage to get both police, council and llaia all with an agreed future plan drawn up to quickly remove such vehicles when they land in or near the river. These days a quick phone call to our chairman or just telling Eddie and the wheels are in motion to remove such vehicles. Our next major problem was supermarket trolleys. One would have thought that the supermarkets would be glad to retrieve such trolleys that land in the river. No such thoughts appeared to pass their minds. In fact when we organized a major clear out of trolleys from the river (24 trolleys) and took them up to the local supermarket chain, they seemed rather annoyed that we should bring such  trolleys to their attention!

Our chairman had worked out an agreement that our bailiffs would return each trolley from that day onwards and the supermarket would pay them £5.00 to do so. This seemed entirely reasonable since it was llaia time and transport that was used to return the trolleys. No money has ever been passed to the llaia and the trolley situation is going to come to a head sooner rather than later.

Our devotion to the river leven, bearing in mind the almost complete lack of support from the leven anglers themselves, has never stopped us from continuing to improve the river leven as an angling water par excellence. Perhaps the fact that this management team has more committee members that fish the leven than had been the case for a great many years prior to this, was in itself noteworthy. 

Not long after the trolleys had been removed we set about arranging a major cutting operation throughout the river. A large cutting machine came in and cut all the banks right down the whole towpath. This work does not come cheap but we decided that this should become an annual event each year. It now happens usually sometime in May with the river looking superb just as we all do when we get a hair cut!

Again no stopping the improvements with this management team. All of this work, effort and improvements were complimented with major cutting of the trees from just above the Haldane burn to just below the Stuckie Bridge. This was no easy task, the whole area was a problem for those who were not skilful fly casters, as the tops of the trees would snag the back cast. Now there is no problem for the majority of fly fisherman and another great job done by the management team. The following year the shrubbery and the trees on the opposite banks were done. Last year various parts of the river saw strimming take place to improve access and various branches were selectively cut to allow anglers to cast over specific areas.  Efforts to prevent cars landing in the river have been going on with the local councilor responsible since last year. She has been most helpful and a willing partner to engage in worthwhile dialogue with our chairman on proposals that are geared to preventing vehicles landing in the river. Just another important step in the right direction.

Lets not forget our head bailiff and his team. They have worked hard and are doing well in arrests etc. A lot of their efforts have been concentrated on the river leven. Where else can you get a permit for less than a hundred pounds and see a water bailiff on most days throughout the season! Or indeed get such amazing amounts of work done. We know plenty of nearby rivers where you pay your money and you take what you get, like it or lump it. If you don’t like it don’t go is their attitude. Our chairman was telling us that on the river Clyde where he lives just walking distance from the river, you cannot even get access now from one of the very few areas worthwhile fishing! The It was bad enough on the other limited part whereupon you had to fight your way through six feet of long growing grass with a mixture of brambles thrown in, but this latest fiasco defies belief! When anglers talk about the water board on the leven and when you look what is still getting dumped regularly on the river Clyde it reminds us of the leven 25 years ago. How things have improved on the leven these days! 

This year we have another major clean up to organize. If this is successful then we can ensure that any cars missed by the council can be removed. Once again we shall meet with the supermarket chains and enforce the action on trolleys. Meet with the police (which is fairly regular these days) again to remind them about the cars etc, same with the council. 

Those who fish other parts of the system like the beautiful river endrick or river fruin will hopefully get some needed attention to their rivers too this year. They have the possibility of some great news coming up shortly. The llaia is very fortunate to be in a position that it can do all of this work AND  still be able to purchase fishings for its members etc. It is a remarkable turnaround from the situation that prevailed prior to when this management team came on board. Hopefully this year will see the start of a major return of salmon from our Stock Enhancement team led by Hard working Angus MacRitchie. This group has tirelessly worked with few resources but a dedicated team of llaia members who help out each year and dedicate so much voluntary effort towards sustaining and improving the system for all to benefit.  This year could well be there year to celebrate, we certainly hope so.

Funds are available to ramp up the hatchery operations should the hatchery reared fish return in decent numbers. There is so much now to look forward to and members and permit holders will benefit from all of our efforts.

The llaia held its AGM recently and both Michael Brady our chairman and Peter Lyons our vice-chairman along with Duncan Ferguson (long standing committee member) were elected once again with no dissenting voices. This was hardly surprising considering the outstanding work being done by all of the management team concerned. This year we have managed to persuade two other llaia members to come on to the committee. We thank them for doing so. The VOLDAC members also had their AGM and they have nominated Stewart Ingles as their representative to the committee. Stewart will represent the interests of the local anglers in and around the vale of leven areas. The one thing our management team does not lack is experienced anglers with a vast amount of knowledge about fishery management in general and this system in particular. We have all the possibilities and possible solutions to countless problems probably covered several times over. What we need is money, without which, we would not survive and neither would the system. But what is a thousand times more important these days is for people to talk less and actually do something! 

It is always nice when llaia members meet up with some of our management team and thank them for all their efforts over the years. That is what keeps many of us from doing  what can at times be a thankless task.

It would also be nice from time to time to get just an occasional nod of appreciation from the anglers that fish the river leven……..

Who knows perhaps old attitudes will change and the clean up this time will see leven anglers turn up. This could forge a new partnership with less ignorance and better understanding from others of the huge efforts that does get done by the llaia. We will wait and see?

                   THE MANAGEMENT TEAM AT THE LLAIA

