       RIVER REPORT EASTER PROSPECTS AND LATEST NEWS

Things have been fairly quiet since the first springer was taken off the river leven in February. Then about mid March a young lad had taken another reported fresh springer at 8.5lbs at Linnbrane hole. Apparently he has a photo of the fish and it was a fresh springer. Whilst the river has not remained fish free it has almost remained “angler free” as so few anglers bothered to fish and who can blame them with the weather being like it has!

                   THE COLDEST SPRING FOR MANY A YEAR

The weather has been really depressing for most anglers with the temperature drop making it a real ordeal rather than a pleasure to fish either river or loch. But several sightings of fish seen going up the river at least shows that springers are there to be caught if few in number (as they usually are at this time of the year) provided anglers fish for them! Alas there have been few takers and that includes both fish and anglers. By the end of March a shoal was spotted going past the VOLDAC HQ and just by coincidence an angler fishing above the bonhill bridge pool earlier on had played and lost a nice fish around the 15lb mark. Another fish was reported lost.

 As it approached this Easter weekend surely we must hear of another springer soon? Well it was left to Sid Gath as he headed out to fish the loch on the morning of Friday 14th April to do the business. As he went past the Monkey Island at the top of the river before it joins the loch, one of his trolling rods bent over and the reel screamed. He soon realised he was into a fresh fish and eventually landed a fine 12.5lbs springer. Whether this will go down as “one off the river” or one at the mouth of the loch is anyone’s guess? Technically it is still the river leven so the loch has still to produce the first springer. Interestingly it was Sid who caught the first (or was it second) springer off the loch last year so he will be trying hard for a repeat performance this year. 

Even on the loch very few anglers braved the elements and headed out on the loch, the verdict appears to be “its damn well cold out there” even though most have had kelts, it has been pretty miserable weather. With that in mind it is hardly surprising that no fish have been caught as so few boats have bothered. April has started much the same as March and it now appears that the cold winter talked about and forecast in the news last autumn has obviously manifested itself this spring. Just when it looks as though the weather is starting to improve, the fishing gear is assembled and we are ready for the off, the weather goes crazy again and we just stay indoors until it clears up. It is now the middle of April and springers are likely to be entering the system more frequently from now on. It is time to ignore what the weather produces and just get out there and catch some fish.

MORE SPRINGERS SHOULD ARRIVE IN THE NEXT FORTNIGHT 

Easter Monday should start things off depending on the turnout and the fish? From now on more fish are likely to start trickling into the river and provided sufficient anglers are giving it a try we should start to see a big improvement in the fishing throughout this next fortnight. Obviously with spring fish, water levels are important but given some half-decent weather things should also warm up in more ways than one.

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

