      RIVER LEVEN  LATEST NEWS 17th May 
On Thursday 12th the river leven continued to produce fish and the loch lomond system continues to get what we believe is the best run of springers for years. Alan Price took a nice fish at the Haldane burn area weighing 11lb. Another fish was lost at the net, which makes it all the more frustrating. The number of fish being lost is mounting up, but all fish whether hooked or lost is a clear indication of the numbers of fish running the leven. Most anglers and scientists put the estimate of fish caught in relation to actual numbers in the river at 10% of the total fish. The catches of fish and the numbers lost suggests we have a most encouraging run of springers. 

On Friday and Saturday the water was running at a good height and several more springers were landed and again others lost. A beauty at over 17lbs was landed by David Millar at the Stuckie Bridge. Tom Savage landed his third salmon and a happier man would be hard to find. A 10lb salmon was also landed. 

and another fish was caught weighing 9lbs,several sea trout were caught on the Saturday which was surprising given the higher water level, but certainly not unusual in fact by July, catching sea trout during the day provided you fish accordingly (with small flies) can produce great sport. Another heavy fish around the 17-18lb was lost.

Today 17th May the Barrage Gates were raised and the water level fell. Another springer was taken by Wullie Little weighing 11lb. 

Mention should be made of a recent one-day tour of the Foyle system over in Ireland by our Chairman and our fishery Manager Angus MacRitchie. They were amazed at the amount of money ploughed into fishing and fishery management in general by both the Eire and Northern Ireland governments. Millions of pounds have been given to the Foyle system with fish counters built on its rivers. Smolt counters and other fishery management tools all help to build up the amount of information. This they believe will improve the quality of management. The more information you can gather about your system the more likely you can direct the management to where it is most needed. 

Our Chairman cam home wondering why on earth does Scotland not receive such investment. Many people reckon it is because salmon fishing in Scotland is still in the hands of large estates and the cost to fish the best rivers are much too expensive for the average angler. The Loch Lomond system is widely available to everyone at very reasonable cost indeed. It is geared towards all anglers whether you are resident in Scotland or a tourist from abroad. Everyone is treated with help and consideration. Hopefully in time we will get some assistance that would allow us to develop the system further. In the meantime we are becoming more and more confident that we are making good progress.

The spring salmon fishing has another couple of weeks to go and more fish will probably get caught. It is another real positive sign that things are looking up. Some river systems have had less than a dozen springers and they are better known than the leven, they cost more to fish as well! 

To think we still have the summer salmon (averaging 12-16lb) and near the end of June the Grilse all still to come. As well as this we have the sea trout fishing which really starts to improve from June onwards and the autumn salmon and sea trout fishing as the grand finale. Aye all this from £90.00 a season and all of the permit money is used to manage the fishery as the L.L.A.I.A. is run for anglers not for profit. 
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