        SPRING FISHING REPORT UP TO 17TH MAY 2006

Our apologies for not getting a report sooner but we have always been up front and said that during busy periods it would not be possible to get any reports done. 

A brief run down is in order so we will try and give a reasonably accurate description of events and reports from the spring season so far. Up till the end of April there were 10 springers caught. Now to some anglers that may not be much, whilst others will conclude that is pretty good going for a river that costs £95.00 for a season permit or £160.00 for the whole system to fish for a season. Our view is that it is a very good result considering that a number of fish were lost as well. Another factor to consider is that we had a very cold start to the season and much fewer anglers bothered to fish the system. When one puts all of those factors together and comparing to last year it can safely be said that the spring fishing up till the end of April was significantly better than last year.

There is little point in saying that such and such a beat of the Dee or the Tay had x number of springers etc. It is completely ludicrous to compare our fishing’s to some of the best beats of spring salmon fishing rivers available in this country. People pay thousands of pounds for a week on some of these stretches and day permits for these beats are hundreds of pounds per day.

The majority of leven anglers know full well it offers outstanding value for money when compared to waters that cost significantly more to fish. There are rivers throughout the country that offer day permits at anything from £50.00 to £70.00 per DAY and they have not done as well as the leven. That said, please don’t compare us to waters costing hundreds for just a day, we can’t compete and no one should expect us to.

          MAY SPRING SALMON FISHING CATCHES SO FAR

May spring salmon fishing with the fly was made famous many years ago when the late A E Wood fished small sub surface flies on the Dee and made that river famous for its spring salmon fishing. The river leven gets more than its fair share of springers throughout May and is generally considered the best month to get a springer either on the fly or the spinner. It is certainly the warmest with the river often looking its best at this time of the year. During the week it can be fairly quiet and even with the water low there is always the chance of a springer. So a look back over this last 17 days to see what has been happening would not go amiss.

The river leven really took off on the last Saturday of April when Brian McKinley took a nice fish at the Glebe burn, quickly followed by another that same day in the same place!  On the 1st of May the same angler took a cracking 15lb fish at the same place. He has since caught another two making his total five springers so far. Another angler fishing the fly also landed a cracking fish of 17.5lbs around the same area. This particular angler was apparently fishing alongside wee Davy at McKinnons. Now Davy is one of those guys when you meet him you never forget the fact you have met up with him. Apart from the fact that he is a wonderful spey caster he is also very helpful to anyone that approaches him. With the tide well past and the water low the newcomer asked Davy if there was anywhere else he would recommend to fish. He was guided to the Glebe and within an hour had landed the fish referred to!  Other fish were caught with the sandy hole, the Renton boathouse hole and the double pipes all giving up fish. The Stucky Bridge had fish and an unconfirmed fish from linnbrane and Ritchies (the last mentioned a day permit holder). The run in to the Bonhill bridge pool provided two springers to individuals that had just completed their casting tuition by Davy Bell, wow that is instruction for you!! Most of the fish were around the 12lb mark and real beautiful proportioned fish as they are at this time of the year. Some of the regulars have been slow to pick up fish whilst others have their usual success. Jack Ferguson, Malky McCormick, Jim McDonald Alan McKee, Harry and just recently Chic McLean have all had at least one springer. Even the bright sun did not prevent fish from being caught. 

A few individuals have been trying their luck at the pretence of fishing for brown trout. Our chairman along with our head bailiff Eddie had a most productive meeting with the local police so that an orderly arrest could take place and a plan for the rest of the season could be worked out. Eddie is keen to work with the police and ensure that the river is a nice environment for everyone to enjoy. Even our Mr. B……. has seen the light and purchased a permit. This will be his last and final chance to behave and fish in a legal manner or be banned forever from the waters. Others that were previously banned have had restrictions placed on them and if they wish to return to this system they will be restricted to Fly Only. If they fail to abide they too will be banned forever from our waters. Eddie is extremely fair but one or two individuals are trying his patience and fishing the fly only bonhill bridge pool with spinning rods. They too face a ban and when they return they will also be restricted to Fly Only. No excuses then with everyone treated fairly.

 We have another 13 fishing days left with rain due over the next few days hopefully so it is looking good for the rest of the spring salmon-fishing season. A quick phone call to Eddie and he reports that although the water is low (17th May) two nice fish rose out of the water as we were talking. Springers being caught, springers being lost and springers being seen in several places throughout the river. Isn’t this just great news!!

Incidentally all the leven permit holders are now going on the llaia database. They will all be required to give a detailed catch return at the end of the season, but more importantly for them, should the management team decide to restrict the number of permit holders fishing the leven, existing permit holders can be assured they will be given PRIORITY over new permit holders. 

The management team have made it clear that those who have supported the system will be given preference and any extra available permits will go to newcomers on a first come first served basis. Also any extra incentives that may at any time be available will go to existing permit holders. If you are considering the leven or the big ticket get in now or it may be too late!!!! The fishing is now improving every year so it is only a matter of time for the membership AND the leven permits to become closed to new members. Please don’t tell us you did not know, you have been told. If the fishing’s continue to improve at this rate we will not have long to wait before season permits will be limited.

You get a lot for your money in this system. Quarter of a million salmon and sea trout stocking program. Bailiffing virtually every day. Bankside maintenance. Top fishery biologist employed. Scale readings and fish DNA is currently going on NOW so anglers who take part will get to know all about the fish they landed. wow is that cool….. We do not see a comparable system anywhere else like for like. If you want to join us get a season permit NOW as our stocking program is due to return from this year on…..The best is yet to come and when other systems suffer from drought and few fish enter their river we almost always get the fish entering low water or high.

We hear that some leven anglers are speculating about leven fish going up the River Clyde if we get a dry spell. Quite frankly no one knows the extent of this mixing of fish stock from one river to another. It does go on we are fairly certain of that but to what extent no one knows as yet. However to suggest that during a drought we may loose leven fish to the river clyde is way off the mark. The entrance to the leven is fairly short and easy for fish to enter. The oxygen level is fairly good and conditions even during the severe drought of 1984 did not prevent fish from entering the leven during the summer months. The river clyde on the other hand has a much longer entrance and fish are far more likely to lie further off the river entrance. On top of this the oxygen levels particularly around the Glasgow city centre are still not up to standard. To suggest that fish would run the clyde in preference to the leven does not make sense under those conditions, in fact the opposite is probably more likely!!! It is said by those who know the Forth river system really well that the bulk of the salmon lie in the estuary at Grangemouth during drought conditions until the water levels become suitable. The helicopter surveys appear to confirm this!

However under drought conditions mentioned, a short period of heavy rain could see the clyde in spate and the leven still low. Under those conditions we could easily loose fish but our chairman has that covered and has arrangements made with the water board to allow the gates to be lowered at any time should those conditions persist. It is worth noting that fish do not always run solely on river heights alone. In some occasions fish will not only wait to the waters clear but also wait for the temperature of the river to rise again (from the cooler spate water) before running. This is a complex subject but scientists are learning all the time. There still remains questions unanswered hopefully the scientists will do more research and those questions can be answered with a good degree of certainty.  

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

