           AUGUST 18th   UPDATE FOR RIVER LEVEN

On Wednesday 16th there were several good shoals of grilse and or summer salmon moving through the leven on both tides. This is encouraging as well as sea trout starting to come through as well.

Thus the loch should do well on Saturday. The leven is starting to fish better with several nice fish getting caught. Interesting story on the leven with one of our bailiffs who when checking a visitors day permit he was asked if the fly he was using was ok. You would be better with that fly something like an allys shrimp as the bailiff pointed to a fly in the anglers box. Ok I will give it a try, next trip down the river by the bailiffs saw the chap playing and landing a nice fish about 7 or 8lbs fresh in from the tide. Some nice salmon getting caught and sea trout between 1-3lbs are being caught be several anglers in the last day or so.

Sport seems to be picking up rather well for the time of the year and given the weather!!

The rain is arriving as we write this report so how much we get and for how long? It will take a LOT of rain to make any difference to the Endrick or Fruin let alone the leven so we will have to wait and see. 

Reports from our chairman states that the clearing of the paths and more bankside growth are to be cleared during this next seven days.  The branches and brambles that are sticking out from the right-hand bank around the double pipes area is priority. A stile at the Motorway Bridge and other areas deemed in need of improving are to be looked at. Our chairman has said that the approach to bankside work can now be more detailed and extensive. As we gather information on what needs done and when, we can eventually have an annual program of bankside work to keep the rivers looking their best. 

It has taken a long time to get things sorted in all areas of the association. Now as we move forward for the future the emphasis will be to continue to prevent poaching, ensure all anglers have a permit and ensure the river is looking good and accessible. The stocking and hatchery work continues with over a quarter of a million salmon and sea trout eggs each year. 

One other item that has to be dealt with properly is a proper agreement between councils/building works, regulators and all companies etc. This would mean that any company that intends to work in and around the waters of the system must consult the fishery managers. The recent illegal tree removals by a contractor on the leven are a perfect example. We thought the loch lomond fishery trust would be an ideal candidate to have instigated such an agreement. There is little point in doing all the work we do throughout the system if a company can arrive out of the blue and damage/destroy or pollute a burn or stream and no one knows anything about it until it is too late. The Tweed in the shape of the Tweed Foundation has such an agreement in place to prevent such incidents from happening in the first place. 

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

