             LATEST UPDATE FOR RIVERS 20TH AUGUST 2005

Our humble apologies for not updating the web site since April 2005. The association has been extremely busy this year with several major issues to deal with. The Draft National Park Plan. The Park Bylaws. The State of the Park Report all taking up a considerable amount of time and resources along with other things to deal with we also had a complete re-structuring of our bailiff force. This has taken place with major changes throughout the whole bailiff operations. We hope to give a more in depth report on various matters in the near future but for the time being lets get reporting on the fishing.

We were quite pleased with the spring runs of fish even though catches could have been more spread out instead of small intense periods followed by nothing. As it was obvious from the start that most of the fish were heading through the river and into loch lomond. Once in the loch the salmon appeared to waste no time in heading straight up the loch rather than the famous Endrick Bank area. This is something the observant angler will act on for next year. Far too often we hear comments that the temperature of the river is too low, fish won’t run etc at these low temperatures. We are not taking a swipe at anybody as some of us, held that same view, it is just easy to give a reason for our failure when it is just as likely that individual anglers opinions can be way off the mark. 

It is now fact that despite low temperatures in the river during the start of the season etc salmon have certainly not been held back, they moved through the river and through the loch to reach areas that many would have considered not worth while visiting until July!! 

Perhaps we should be prepared to simply fish hard at all times throughout the season as fish can and do stop for a rest. We are sure that during February and March probably during the week several shoals had gone through untouched perhaps because there were few anglers out fishing for them! As it was this was another reasonably good spring salmon season and the river leven is still well worth a visit for the chance of a springer. 

            THE SUMMER RUNS OF GRILSE AND SALMON

Last year we had an encouraging run of early summer salmon. This year it was similar and the sport with quality salmon was much appreciated by leven anglers. As always there are plenty of guys not fortunate enough to connect with one, but the fact they were there to catch is what it is all about surely! 

Then we had a brief lull, the calm before the storm some might say. Though to be fair the grilse season always seems to start off slowly for the leven anglers and build up throughout the season. We waited with anticipation for the grilse. Would it be another good year with constant runs of grilse going through the leven or would it be a poor run? The news from over the water (Ireland) was of a collapse! Or the grilse are late. By the first week of July the trickle of grilse had started. As usual the first lot of grilse just seem to slither through unnoticed by the vast majority of anglers. By the middle of the month the frequency of the runs was improving. Despite this some anglers were going round the leven saying the grilse had not arrived. Strange statement to make considering that there was a large batch of grilse brought into the VOLDAC HQ that same weekend all taken from the loch. As we moved into the final weeks of July the grilse were coming into the leven on a regular basis. As reported on the lochs update our New Head Bailiff reported watching two salmon in the air every one or two seconds with one particular run going through the leven. The vast bulk of these fish are running through at night, so if you are out on the river during the day, it is little wonder you are not seeing many fish. This explains why some anglers think the grilse have not arrived. This is where knowing a couple of regular loch anglers at say Balmaha and Balloch can help you to alter your tactics to suit. If the loch is fishing well then the fish are there all right and going through. Fishing during the last hour and into the night and again as the darkness starts to disappear as dawn approaches you should be fishing again to maximize your chances.

                    IF YOU DON’T LOOK YOU DON’T SEE

With all this activity our secretary had a letter from a new member. Inquiring about areas on the Endrick to fish. Apparently he had fished the leven without success and now wished to see if he could get a fish on the Endrick. Our secretary wrote to the chap telling him to fish the leven as plenty of fish are going through. Back came another letter saying, “where are they” cause he ain’t seeing them! So our secretary wrote back again telling him where to look and at what stage of the tide to be there. Also he told him to try and be there either first thing at dawn or last thing at night. If you are good at spotting fish you will see them at the Polaroid Bridge even at night! he told him. Well back came another letter from the new member. I just can’t believe it, I have never seen anything like it, there were scores of fish going through exactly as you said and even the gaps in between exactly like you said. On reading this reply our secretary was well pleased with himself, until he read the last part of the letter. Well now that I know the fish are there, perhaps you can tell me how to catch them!

The river leven throughout this period just got lower as each day passed with little or no rain. As the loch height continued to drop the new water board arrangements under these conditions makes little or no difference. What we really needed was a real downpour that brought the level up to the mark when the gates would be fully open. Now, our biggest worry is that we could get sufficient water to cause nearby waters to go into spate but the leven remains low on the leven due to the loch level being too low to trigger the gates to be lowered. Our chairman thankfully, is on the ball with this and is hoping to get the water board to open the gates at the crucial period. If this falls during the week then we will obviously lose the weekend freshet for the following weekend. It is better to do this than possibly lose substantial numbers of fish to nearby rivers that would otherwise be in spate when the leven is low. We mention this just to forewarn you.

Despite the difficult conditions fish have been caught throughout this period mentioned. Our bailiffs report that on average there are at least two fish a day coming off the leven. Obviously some days are better than others, the catch pattern is not consistent. This means that the angler who has a good technique in low water conditions usually does well, those who fail to adapt appropriately do not. Luck as always plays its part but fishing in the right place with the right lure/bait/fly in the right manner is what makes the difference. We still get reports downplaying the river as though nothing is getting caught. Many anglers prefer peace and solitude, if they are picking up grilse and they don’t wish to tell the world that is their business. Some anglers think it is just a matter of changing to tiny flies. Sorry but it is much more than that. 

The sea trout night fishing up to the middle of August has been poor throughout the whole country it seems. The bailiffs report that the shoals of fish going up the river has been a mixture of mainly grilse and adult salmon. No sea trout at all were sighted during this period, which was strange. It would be easy to blame the seals, which are present, and entering the river frequently during the rising tides, but there must be other reasons. In any case in the last 10 days we have started to see shoals of sea trout appear and in amongst the shoals have been very large sea trout indeed. We are looking at sea trout of 15lbs plus. Smaller fish of a pound or so are also showing. Are the sea trout runs just late, are they now just starting, we hope so but lets wait and see. Night fishing has obviously picked up with some anglers getting good sport. It is patchy just now with fish of 8lbs and 9lbs recently taken off the leven and also fish of four pounds. The usual small class has produced good sport for some. 

                       PROSPECTS FOR SEPTEMBER

Depends much on the weather. We expect the rain will come probably sometime in September, hopefully it will remain showery and constant which would keep the endrick and fruin topped up. Under those conditions everywhere fishes well. Just get out and fish and enjoy what is usually the best two months of the season.

NOTICE: To avoid much of the gossip going about we can confirm that our New Head Bailiff is Eddie Stone and yes he is the wee Scots Guy in the television program “SAS Are you tough enough”. With around twenty years experience as a sergeant in the SAS he has decided to settle down in this country. Our chairman managed to secure his services and Eddie likes the job and is keen to develop the bailiff force into something special. We hope he succeeds. 

                                                              Good Luck and Tight Lines

