                     FISHING REPORT 22nd May 2007

Despite the poor spring run experienced not just on our system but throughout the country it is nice to know the loch lomond system can still produce the finest quality spring salmon fishings available anyway on the west coast of Scotland. With a near 18lb springer taken from loch lomonds eastern shoreline and a 20lbs springer taken on the western shoreline this year the loch lomond system can still produce quality sport even in a severe downturn throughout Scotland’s spring salmon fishing rivers and lochs. It was nice to see Robert Perratt and Dave Marshall get a nice fish out trolling loch lomond it weighed 13lb. Although not confirmed we believe Albert Biddulph may have had a springer. Craig John had one off the loch and Craig McKeown was mentioned as having a fish but it could be the names have got mixed up along the way. Mention of the sea trout runs in the earlier part of the season can often be confusing especially with plenty of well-mended kelts about. Matt Stewart reported getting a nice sea trout during that period and also reports one fellow angler who had landed six during one Friday evening. All sea trout were returned!

So what has happened to our spring runs, our biggest concern is that no one really knows why? 

There are river systems that almost totally rely on their spring salmon fishings for income generated to provide for the never ending annual management tasks, without decent catches these systems struggle to survive. Other rivers have had hundreds of thousands of pounds spent on work designed to improve their existing spring runs. Rivers like the Dee for example have had expensive Kelt re-habilitation programs various habitat works done and so forth. Yet their spring run this year is very poor compared to previous years, why?

We believe that part of the problem lies with the simple fact that as a single large group we are hopelessly fragmented into each river system looking after its own interests. The situation is made worse again due to anglers within each river system failing to agree with each other as to what is wrong and why?  The end result is disunity and that allows those ultimately responsible for ensuring our marine habitat is properly looked after and protected from over fishing and illegal netting etc to get off from being held to account!

Kelts and fresh fish are now regularly attacked and eaten both in the loch and in the river by seals. The Clyde Estuary is raped by trawlers as soon as shoals of fish appear! What is left for the wildlife to survive on? 

The Scottish Parliament now has a new First Minister. Will he do something about it? Will anglers write in demanding action? W
ill anyone bother to put pen to paper to actually ask or do something these days? The short answer is NO for the vast majority of anglers that fish Scottish waters. 

Until things change and we get one big powerful voice along with thousands of anglers willing to put pen to paper to force these issues we will continue to be at the mercy of fate hope and some charitable offerings. 

On a brighter note, this system is very fortunate in that we still have some cracking summer fish which range from 10lbs to 16lbs on most summers along with grilse runs although there runs appear to be getting later each year. There are still good autumn runs and our spate rivers can still produce superlative sport for some of our best anglers and a few fish to others. 

Loch Lomond as mentioned can still turn it on when the chips are down and what finer place can you get than the beauty of lomond for a day out on the big loch. Aye we may have our problems like other rivers but we are at least much better off than most.

There will be no fruin clean up tomorrow, this is an error on our part. We will have a small team out again next Sunday the 27th May 2007

     LLAIA GROUND FORCE TEAM ON THE FRUIN

The river fruin received it’s second work program on Sunday 19th of May.

This crew did a fantastic days work all working together for the greater good of the system. Our chairman was most impressed hence their new name “The llaia ground force team” headed by Davy Robertson who overseen the work program and coordinated and directed the workforce. Several cracking looking pools were cleared and made good to fish through now. The team consisted of llaia full members Michael Brady, William Grey, Stewart Ingles,  Colin Johnston, Billy Marsland and Davy Robertson. Sandy Grant from Luss Estates once again helped out bringing his own chainsaw. The associations’ new chainsaw was also used. Team members who attended the previous work day were Denis McLaughlin Angus MacRitchie, Colin Johnson’s son Allan Johnston and A Kerr. All of the second days clean up also attended the first! There were two other members whose names we will find out. One of the men was a new member just joined this year who had brought his wife with him to help out. Our head bailiff Eddie also attended both days.

Our chairman gave us some insight into the team:

What was remarkable about this team is the way everybody got stuck in and done their best. When you attempted to lift a heavy tree branch out of the river there was no need to “ask for help” somebody was immediately by your side helping you with the lift. Grab a rope and attempt to haul a sunken tree log out and several of the team were onto the rope getting the tree out. I have never seen such great team work outwith the committee so it was a great feeling to know that Davy had organised such a team and everyone had all gelled together to form a potent hard working dedicated team. I would like to thank everyone who attended Sundays work party and the previous one. The membership is very fortunate in having such a great team.

This system has a great committee that has been hugely successful in just about everything they have tackled. They utilize the llaia income to great effect always spending wisely and running a very tight ship. When it comes to finances the association is in the very best hands possible. All we need now is three good river improvement teams for the river leven, the river endrick and the river fruin. Since we now have the fruin groundforce team up and running the river leven and river endrick teams are now required. Ideally we need reasonably fit guys willing to spend a few days a year removing old trees branches shrubbery etc. If you are willing to help out then speak to Eddie our head bailiff, he can take your telephone number and take it from there.  

RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP ON 10TH OF JUNE 2007

All going well the river leven clean up will take place on the above date. We can only hope the weather will be favorable regarding water levels.

The meeting places will be at 10am at Bonhill Bridge for those working at the top end of the river and at the Dog Kennels for those working at the Renton end. Gloves will be supplied etc.

            NEW BOAT TRAILER FOR LLAIA

For two years now we have suffered frustration and turmoil each time we go to launch our boat for the season. Two years ago the launch area was deemed unsafe and we had to launch elsewhere. This was problematic and we had various other problems to deal with. Last year we had major repairs to the boat engine only to see it fail to run properly when launched. Then the steering mechanism failed and our chairman spent the whole of one Saturday  renewing the whole mechanism and fixing the problem that caused the failure in the first place. This year with the engine tested and working, we were shocked to find the launch pad was once again out of commission. 

There comes a time when you just decide enough is enough! On Friday 18th of May 2007 our chairman called into indespension in Milngavie and wrote a cheque out for a nice new trailer for our boat. Naturally a good deal was struck and the llaia can now launch wherever it likes without having to mess about with boat trailers etc. 

Regular boat patrols coupled with land based checking of permits will take place throughout the season and not just on a Saturday or Sunday.

ASSOCIATION ON THE LOOK OUT FOR A NEW VAN

This is currently being addressed with our chairman scanning the web and looking around for a good deal with a van. It is amazing that we have the finances to replace things as and when required. That is purely as a result of excellent management of our finances. Without finances we would not exist!

 RIVER ENDRICK GROUNDFORCE TEAM NOW REQUIRED

We now require a river endrick team to do similar work to the fruin on the river endrick. There are two stretches that require such work one of those stretches is almost one and a half miles long. Without such work parties the association cannot do this type of work as the cost to bring in professional help exceeds our current annual expenditure. We would like to hear from members who are dedicated to the river endrick and would like to see much needed improvements take place. Ideally someone who knows the endrick really well who could guide the team in directing them much the same way as Davy Robertson directs the fruin team.

Please if you are interested contact the chairman at 0141 7811545 or write in giving us your contact details etc. Alternatively speak to Eddie our head bailiff.  

SUMMER NEWSLETTER TO CONTAIN GROUNDBREAKING NEWS

The association will be doing a summer Newsletter soon. This will contain groundbreaking news for the whole association and its members. Another milestone will have taken place that propels the association into new territory.

We have recommended anglers to join up for our full membership this year as we believe this is going to be the llaia best year of progress ever made in the 100 years plus history of the association. Joining fees are likely to rise in future as the association is moving in the right directions. Both the river endrick and the river fruin our two main spawning streams have had good runs of salmon entering them over the autumn periods in this last two years. Some anglers last year had individual days of five six and nine fish in the one-day from the endrick and fruin. (The nine in the one-day was from the endrick). It was good to know that the vast majority of these fish were returned by caring anglers who think about the future. That does not mean we don’t have the fishmongers on our spate rivers! It is sad that we still have more than a few such anglers throughout all sections of the system. However we are taking steps to eliminate such behavior so if the anglers concerned don’t like it they can always go elsewhere.

The management team has over the years had to make really difficult decisions, in fact a great many decisions have been made by the present committee and rarely have they put a foot wrong. The reason has little to do with luck but more to do with skill and clever ways of looking at things. The llaia is very fortunate that we have a great team in place within the committee, most of these guys have either been in a management position or are currently in a management position in their respective jobs they do for a living. Whoever comes up with suggestions for improving the system has to face having that suggestion scrutinised by the whole committee before being approved. 

As we move forward the llaia is becoming stronger and leaner. The more we put conservation measures before selfish greed the more we rid the association of the kill all fish no matter what brigade. But as anglers in general soon start to realise that there are no “other fisheries available” to exploit and kill as many fish as you can, perhaps the penny will drop. 

There are major hurdles to overcome with the old way of killing all fish. But we would rather see more fish in the system to catch, than few fish available to kill.   

      MORE  IMPROVEMENTS TO RIVER LEVEN 

The continuing improvements to the river leven took place on 13th May Although the planned clean up was cancelled (provisional date set for June 10th 2007 at 10am) it was decided to continue with the work planned for the Renton Boathouse Pool area. Our chairman arrived first thing with new chainsaw at hand clearing away the path walkway to allow better and safer access for anglers who fish this area. Many tree logs that were well above water levels at the rivers edge were cut back to prevent any net being attached to them etc. The paths had been significantly widened and flattened in parts that were awkward to walk along. The Hired JCB was at work clearing away what must have been at least 60 tons of rubbish including some vehicles, loads of all the usual rubbish and a multitude of tyres etc. It is hard to imagine that so much could be done in about ten hours of work. In the end it would have been impossible to clear away everything or tidy up the small bits of rubbish that can accumulate over the area but all in, it was a great job done by local man John McFetridge who organised things. As usual thanks to our chairman who put in a healthy hard days work for the benefit of all anglers that fish the river. 

The association will be looking at other areas in the Renton to see what could be done to improve this part of the river. 

The Boathouse Pool will be fully accessible to all anglers and it is hoped that further improvements can take place at some time in the future. There should be no further fly tipping taking place in this area as the whole section has had a deep trench dug and a large tunnel of soil placed along the whole area to prevent vehicular access into the area.










