          RIVER LEVEN CLEAN UP CANCELLED 

The river leven clean up has been cancelled once again. This is a situation that pleases no one. The association has made plans three times and then had to cancel all plans because of the water levels. It is the same situation with anglers as they too have plans to arrange and things to sort out perhaps with their family. 

So what is the problem? Why can’t the water board just open the barrage gates a fortnight before the clean up and then there would be no problem? Why are we being messed about like this?

These are questions recently put to our chairman and answered accordingly. The water board has on balance about three feet of water to utilize throughout a “whole season” which is required to supply millions of homes and businesses with adequate water for their customers. That might seem a lot of water but in reality it is not! 

During the spring and early summer period the water board cannot allow the loch level to fall too low, otherwise they could find themselves in serious trouble if they had a prolonged period without rain. To be fair the water board had in fact allowed the water level to go 10 inches below normal. That amount of leeway under most circumstances would have been more than sufficient to allow for some rain but not a deluge of rain, which is what we got! It would be totally unreasonable for the water board to have released any more water as that would have placed millions of households without water or facing drought orders etc.

So our thanks to the water board for a decent and well meaning attempt to facilitate the clean up. Our apologies to any and all anglers who had intended to turn up etc

So what now? Well the main reason we selected this period in the first instance is to ensure we get a decent turnout of helpers. It worked this last two major clean ups we have had some years ago. Now with the extremes of the weather perhaps we should look to arranging this clean up during the high summer period. This will mean a significantly reduced turnout as people are in holiday during this period. We would have to wait until low water has in fact caused the loch level to drop significantly below the 26 ft level. Does this mean we wait until the loch is below 25ft? What if the same type of deluge of rain arrives days before the planned clean up? What then? Are we to assume (like we have so far) that surely that heavy rain is unlikely during the end of July/ early August period? Also we have to consider the fact that generally during this period salmon stocks have increased by then and a number of fish do take up residence throughout certain parts of the river. If the gates are raised up further during the clean up period it could force these resident fish to suddenly start heading for the loch depriving river anglers of future sport. Alternatively if it is found that fish remain in residence then a full bailiff force will have to work throughout the night to protect these fish during the extreme fully closed gates level. There are other proposed work groups to be organized and planned for on the river endrick as well. Things are rarely straight forward or simple but we will do our best with whatever circumstances prevail.

CONCLUSION: We will set a target date of either Sunday 29th July or Sunday 5th August as being the most likely suitable period. All interested people can then watch the loch level and when they see it fall to the 25ft level will know we will have a cleanup. We will confirm this nearer the time. 

    Should the loch remain at a higher level than 25ft then everyone will know there will NOT be a clean up taking place. 

Note: On yesterdays update we mentioned the story about the successful angler who just ignored everybody that was pessimistic and …just fished or looking at well known web sites and waiting until things are perfect before venturing out. Our chairman mentioned that the chap who took the three fish had almost scunnered himself by fishing too early when fish stocks traditionally are rarely as good as later on in the season. The angler concerned said himself that he was almost on the verge of waiting until later in the season and then suddenly he hooked his first fish followed as we know by two more the next day. 

Naturally we are all different and therefore behave differently. If one was to wait until the expectations were much improved in most seasons then you might not venture out until say the Glasgow fair as an example. Chances are you will get a fish with less hours spent trying than if you had started on opening day. But just think of the chances no matter how slim of landing a cracking springer well into double figures or perhaps a double figure early running sea trout. Fishing is what you make it! Some delight in the casting and an offer of a fish is a bonus, others fish all methods and seek to satisfy their need to catch a fish as soon as possible. Others just enjoy the day and take things as they find it. Aye that’s fishings for you so let’s hope we get some nice fish caught throughout the season by all anglers in all parts of the system. 
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