           AUGUST 22nd  UPDATE FOR RIVER LEVEN

On Friday the 18th there was five salmon taken in the evening time mostly at the top of the river. On Saturday there was six at the top part of the river two at the Bonhill Bridge pool and two with another unconfirmed around the wash house pool area.

It is difficult to state with absolute fact on this next part but here goes. Since Wednesday we have been getting good runs of grilse. These grilse runs have continued throughout Saturday and on Monday 21st could be seen going up the river in good numbers.

More fish have been caught again in good numbers On Monday 21st in various parts of the river. Here is where it gets cloudy. Farm fish appears to have entered the river leven and are being caught throughout the river as well as wild salmon (grilse). In addition to this, some large fish around the 20lbs mark have been seen at two separate parts of the leven. More cloudy parts…….One fish weighing 12lbs was identified as a farm fish by its tail being ragged and split.

Our chairman was out fishing the leven on Saturday and seen one of the fish caught weighing he guessed around 6-7lbs. Its dorsal fin had been removed and its tail while not as ragged as previous escaped salmon was certainly split in parts and yes he thinks it was a farmed salmon. The size of farmed salmon is usually small and not more than 7lbs. The reported farm fish caught so far have varied from 7lbs to 12lbs. 

Here is our chairman’s take on what has happened and what is likely.

 Back in January of this year there was a large escape of farmed fish reported from Loch Striven near Dunnon. We expected these fish to have appeared on the leven by opening day or thereabouts. They did not appear? No one knows why?

Back in 1998 (I think) we had a similar escape from loch Striven and within three days these fish had arrived on the leven. Anglers at that time were catching loads of fish and if me memory serves me, some 537 farmed fish were caught on the leven in addition to the wild salmon catches.

What I believe has happened now is that for whatever reason these escaped fish  in January have stayed out at sea and have waited until NOW and simply followed our leven fish in. As this was a large escape (as far as I know) larger than the previous 10,000 fish escape! it looks like the leven will end up getting the bulk of these fish. At the time of the escape (January) it was reported that some of the fish escaped weighed 12-14lb. Given that they have had more than six months out at sea they may have put some weight on AND their tails, which would normally be very ragged are now less noticeably so. All farmed fish should be killed and please if possible take scale reading and get a sample of the fishes top fin (dorsal) and put it in the sample packs which are available at O’Brians newsagents/tackle shop at Bonhill. One thing I would mention, please guys don’t fish at the restricted part of the weir UNLESS you want your permit confiscated!! Abide by the rules and enjoy yourself or risk loosing your permit and the rest of the seasons great sport.

Currently there is a proposal for a large fish farm near isle of Mull. No doubt some politicians will fight for it on the grounds of jobs in rural areas etc. Do thes same politicians care a damn about the environment or what this country has in its natural resources? 

When will governments realise that fish farms are simply not feasible and if it takes 5-tons of fish feed from the sea’s food chain to produce ONE ton of salmon it is un-sustainable if you CARE for the environment and the sea life. It is little wonder we have problems with seal’s etc.

We have had farm escapes twice now at loch striven, that is twice too many times. If the proposals at Mull get the go ahead we are likely to get escapes there too and guess where they are likely to head for?

I hear some influential people say we have to work with these fish farms and co-exist. Area agreements between fishery trusts and fish farms are working, is the call I hear from others. They conveniently (in my opinion) miss the most crucial point of all. THAT FEW IF ANY FISH FARMS ARE IMUNE FROM ESCAPES. That means the threat of interbreeding with natural wild fish IS REAL AND POTENTIALLY SERIOUS. Are those same influential people ignorant of this fact, no, why then do they support such area agreements instead of trying to CLOSE the  fish farms down. Go figure dear angler for I believe I know the answer to that!

On the leven we need some kind soul to give us one of the farm fish they catch. This would allow out fishery trust biologist to confirm it is a farm fish AND locate where the fish probably came from. This is very important so please help out. Give the fish to Eddie if possible.

Who will that helpful angler be I wonder?

Incidentally the last time we had these farm fish the vast bulk of them appeared to stay in the leven, a few went into the loch. The extensive electro surveys for brood fish carried out on the endrick and fruin that year did not reveal any farm fish in those two rivers. That does not mean they were not there, it does mean though perhaps most did not go up the tributaries mentioned (thank goodness).

Nice to hear wee Davy Sunman getting a fresh grilse  on Monday morning and yes it was a wild salmon. 

The loch has produced some fish on Saturday with our vice chairman Peter Lyons getting a nice wild 12lb fresh fish.

More fish have been seen going up the leven again. We think the season is about to get really eventful. We can probably expect a lot more of these farmed fish in addition to our wild fish so sport wise you might as well cancel the KOLA Peninsula trip and settle for the leven (only kidding).

Tight lines.

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

