     SPRING FISH NOW BEING CAUGHT ON RIVER AND LOCH    

After Sid Gaths fish on the leven others quickly followed. On the Easter Monday a six-pound sea trout was landed and returned as the Rules State all sea trout are to be returned until 1st May. Another one was caught at 5lb, which was also returned. On The Tuesday a springer was lost and on Wednesday a ten pounder was landed at the sandy Hole. Another fish was lost at the double pipes and one was landed at Ritchies Lade at 12lbs. Jack Ferguson landed the first springer on the fly at 11lbs at the run just above the Bonhill Bridge. Another fish was lost at the Black Bridge and a large fish has been seen in the pool itself. Well that was the action for the week. Pretty good considering that the fish appear to be well spread out and we actually have anglers on the water now that the weather has got a bit milder. 

The first fish officially known and confirmed taken off the loch was on the same Easter Friday that Sid took his fish from the leven. Jim Freeman a Balmaha angler had launched his boat and was rewarded with a nice 9.5lbs springer. A few more boats were hastily made ready and put on the loch on Saturday 22nd April. Terry Martin landed a fish a few ounces below 15lbs at the Net Bay and our vice-chairman Peter Lyons who was fishing out from Balmaha had two fresh sea trout around the 2lbs mark returned. One of the VOLDAC anglers (Kevin Gath) was not so lucky as he played and lost a fish of at least twenty pounds that same Saturday at Boturich. Strange how fortune or lack of it can determine how you do each season on the loch. Up until last year Terry Martin was going through a bad patch as he watched others land fish whilst he remained blank. Undeterred Terry persisted and landed nine salmon last year so it pays to keep at it and so long as you are fishing properly your chances will come.    

What a difference a week makes. It is so encouraging to see springers being caught in several areas of the river and loch.

The river leven is now near to closing levels for the barrage gates probably on Tuesday or Wednesday. This could provide another opportunity for sport as the fish may alter their lies and become takers in the process?

Don’t be put off as and when the river level falls. Yes it is well known that spring fish in particular are very much influenced by river flows being sufficient to trigger movement into the system and upriver etc. The leven is fortunate in some ways by having a relatively short entrance and this could be why some spring fish will still enter despite the levels not being as high as desirable. 

Anglers tend to stay away from the river when it is summer low at this time of year but we believe that is a mistake, keep at it and you may well be rewarded!

                                        The management team at the LLAIA

