      RIVER LEVEN  LATEST NEWS 23rd May 
Firstly, we have added a picture of the 18lb Salmon caught on the Leven, by David Robertson. This fish was first mentioned in the Leven report dated 30th April. (Just click on the blue link above to see this cracker!).

On Monday 17th May when the water fell to low conditions an angler witnessed a fish of 15lb being landed and mentioned this to the bailiffs. In addition to this a well-known angler seen a young lad coming over the Bonhill Bridge with a fish weighing between 11lb and 12lb. There will always be fish that go un-reported, sometimes its because no one is about to witness the event and sometimes the angler is quite happy to say nothing. In low water conditions most salmon anglers don’t bother to fish until the Friday. When the water is low it is the fly fisherman that can adapt to suit the conditions that is likely to reap the rewards.

A few sea trout anglers have appeared for a quick cast in the first hour of darkness. The few that have bothered have been rewarded with several nice fish around the 2-2.5lbs. 

We are hearing some Interesting comments concerning the size of smolts getting caught. One angler was said to have caught smolts that appear to be very small. The normal sea trout smolt size for the loch lomond system is fairly large, in fact this system produces one of the largest sea trout smolts in the country. If there is a change of smolt size it is important to investigate further. The salmon smolts are also a decent size so if any leven anglers can give us some feedback on the size, please let us know. This information could be very useful. Please let us know by phoning the secretaries or writing in or alternatively email us at this web site. 

Chic McLean has yet to open his score. This is very late for Chic and no doubt the longer it goes the more frustrating it becomes. He netted a salmon for someone during the week as he was walking by the river. Chic is a very helpful guy as well as knowledgeable and it can only be a matter of time before he starts getting his share of salmon. Interestingly the parts of the river that Chic fishes have not produced fish yet (as far as we can gather). It is as though they have simply missed that section, because all the parts above and below have either produced fish or had fish lost. Some anglers that have fished the river for a long time may remember one particular year when chic had over seventy salmon, the following year was his worst year for some time thereafter. In fishing there are no guarantees!!! 

Near the end of the week ending 23rd May three large shoals of salmon and sea trout came up the river during the low water.  In amongst these fish were some really large salmon and big sea trout. One angler who was trying to count them reckoned that there must have been about three hundred fish. Another angler who witnessed the runs reckoned that most of the fish were salmon. Yesterday another run came through which is really quite remarkable. Incidently several more fish were reported caught on Friday 21st May one of them at 13lb the other we don’t know what size it was. A large fish was hooked and lost on Saturday. It was the only fish we heard of on that blistering sunny day!

There can be little doubt that this year is turning out to be very special indeed. Lets hope it continues. Bailiffing continues to be stepped up and active every single day (and night). 

Today the only anglers out appeared to be at the stuckie bridge area. Around six anglers in total were fishing the river, five of them at that one part. The rest of the river was virtually deserted. If no one fishes other parts then the only fish that will be caught will be at this area.  Anglers were complaining about the water level. Although it is low it is at least above the minimum level. To many that is small consolation but if only anglers had the confidence to fish more salmon would be caught!!
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