LATEST RIVER REPORT: NEWS  26th June2004

Just a brief update on the ENDRICK. The river update telephone line was out of order and therefore not working on Friday. Engineers have been trying to fix the line fault.

The Endrick went into spate over Wednesday night and Thursday during the day. NEWCOMERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE FIRST SPATE IS USUALLY FILTHY AND BRINGS IN FEW FISH. The next rise usually brings in fish to the lower reaches well below Drymen. It may take at least 12 hours before the fish move further upstream to reach the MEETINGS and above. 

Sea trout will move into the Endrick even during low water. A few fish (fresh grilse) have been seen, so although chances are low it may be worth a visit if you do not wish to fish the leven.

The river leven is currently under the weekend freshet, which means that only the middle two gates are down. 

Considering the rainfall and most importantly the forecast for more rain on Saturday

 We would have expected the water board to open all the gates for the weekend. Big disappointment then. It is a pity the water board could not have adopted a little  forward thinking!!! Better still they could have compromised and put the gates down to give another six inches or so. Wishful thinking?

Some FACT BASED INFORMATION. During the day time tides on the 14/15/16 We did not  see any fish  going up river. On  Friday 18TH all the gates were lowered much to our surprise given that the Endrick was still at summer low. The Cart was in spate though and the River Clyde remained at summer low. Localised flash floods then! It was virtually impossible to see what if anything was going up the leven. We can say that nothing was seen on the Saturday day tide although anglers fishing at first light at the top pool near the Barrage watched a good shoal of sea trout and salmon appear briefly. One young lad lost a nice fish during their brief stop before heading into the loch. Bailiffs were hiding in on Sunday but we did have a brief look an hour after the day tide and nothing could be seen going up. On the Monday 21st June the fish had arrived.  We watched three shoals of sea trout head up the leven about 20 or so in each shoal, fish were small around the 1lb or just over that weight. Six grilse went up as did three individual salmon around 10-12lb and four salmon all large in excess of 20lbs also went up the river. Then the water level fell away and fish stopped going through. Absolute soul destroying to see good water and another couple of days would have seen plenty of fish perhaps go through. This report is FACT BASED. We are becoming extremely sceptical of reports from some leven anglers.  Anglers  reported good runs of small sea trout all this week go through the river. 

We are often criticised for some of the reports we mention. Sometimes we obtain the information ourselves. This is what we should now report as” fact based news”. In other cases we get the information from others who are not doing work for the Association. What is it with some folk down on the Leven. They just love to speak with some superior knowledge of fish movements that only they know?  Weeks ago it was being reported elsewhere that nothing was being caught at Renton. We know this was untrue and both salmon and sea trout were being caught. No criticism intended, it just proves how difficult it is to get FACT BASED reports. We had examples last week of how some leven anglers make up reports for whatever reason. On one instance a chap asks our man “is there anything going up the river” No our guy says. “ah well you should have been here at one o’clock when there must have been a hundred fish going up the river” Thanks for that information replied our man. This was a load of rubbish as our man had been watching since 12 o’clock and nothing was seen going up the river. On the Monday 21st as reported above, one chap tells our man that there is no fish in the river and none are going up today. Our Chairman gets this all the time as he is more closely involved with the fishery. He accepts that it is difficult to get completely accurate information from anglers. Too many people take the negative line even when the opposite is the case. Often anglers report on a complete lack of fish because they cannot catch them or they do not see any. Our chairman was out during one afternoon during the week and watched good numbers of sea trout in a particular area. There were some large sea trout amongst them and the whole area was well occupied with sea trout. He went home and returned with tackle. Confident that he was going to have a great night he waited till eleven o’clock and fished the area through, nothing at all and nothing seen either. He concluded that as heavy rain was due later that night the fish once darkness approached had decided to run further up the river, hence the lack of fish. Had he been further up the river he may well have had great sport. Any angler arriving in that area as he did, may have concluded wrongly that no fish were in the river.  Some anglers stick to the one spot they know well or prefer. Others move about. Your success can simply be depending on where the fish stop. 
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