RIVER LEVEN  LATEST NEWS 27 TH APRIL 2004
The Loch Lomond system is currently enjoying one of the best spring salmon fishing for a number of years
The River Leven is currently enjoying its best spring salmon fishing for years with the quality of fish rated by many as the “Best in Scotland” Spring fish are in prime condition and offer fabulous sport to a well fished fly, bait or spinner. Sea trout are also doing better than usual.
The most difficult part of doing these reports is trying to confirm the catches. It is not helped by the fact that anglers are doing really well and some are reluctant to say where the fish was caught or that they had a fish. A significant number of anglers have hooked and lost springers. Some anglers like Jim McGuire was even more unlucky when on Saturday 24th he lost two springers at Linnbrane Hole stretch of the river. In fact we now have five springers reported caught on that day which is quite remarkable. It is not just the spring salmon that is doing well, the sea trout have also being much better than usual and even the odd loch stalwart like Billy Millar decided to give the river a shot and returned with a fish of 2.5lbs. Alan Millar also had one around the same size. Sea trout are now coming off the river at the top part as well as the lower traditional reaches. 
On Monday 26th April 
Another cracking springer weighing 16lbs was caught on the river on Monday as well as a few more nice sea trout. Three springers were reported hooked and lost.
On Tuesday 27th April
The same angler that caught the 16lbs fish on Monday has also caught a beauty of 18lbs. We don’t know his name other than he used to work for the council. A few more fish were hooked and lost which is quite incredible. One other springer was reported as taken but we cannot confirm.
Bailiffs on the Leven and Loch
As stated already in an earlier report the L.L.A.I.A. have significantly stepped up the bailiffing on the leven with bailiffs now out during the day and night. Whether it is this increased bailiffing that is producing such good catches or simply a recovery in the spring salmon and sea trout runs who knows. In all probability we think it is likely to be a combination of the two. Bailiffs have also been out on the loch checking permits and having a look at the tributaries as well. 
STOCK ENHANCEMENT NEWS
Just to report that the hatchery fry are doing very well with sea trout on the feed and salmon fry not too far behind. There is a lot of really good work being done and things are looking better than ever. With well over 100,000 fed fry to be put into the various streams to add to the existing stocks it is a very worthwhile and is an important part of our management strategy. 
Recently the L.L.A.I.A. were given fibre glass rearing tanks by a fish farm that no longer required them. Loads of piping were given to us by a very kind and generous member. These tanks would be expensive to buy and one of our keen member and supporter of what we are all about (providing and improving angling for anglers) greatly assisted in getting them transported down from up north to our hatchery. Angus MacRitchie our fishery manager and his enthusiastic assistant Matt Stewart have been joining them all together and preparing them for the fed fry. It is hoped that they will be able to take the fry on a stage further. It is generally accepted that the further we can grow the fry, the less mortalities and therefore all things being equal the greater returns we will get from them.
Our single most limiting factor is WATER SUPPLY as each week the fry are fed they require an increasing amount of oxygen and more water. If anyone knows of anywhere within a 30 mile radius of the Leven that we could use as a rearing station for fry to parr stage please let us know through our secretaries at 0141 7811545. The information will be passed on to Angus to deal with.  
If we could bring these fry on to Parr stage we could use the whole of loch lomond’s shoreline to stock with parr. The great thing about the stock enhancement programme is that no matter where we stock with fry or parr all the fish have to go through the leven first, thereby providing increased sport for those fishing the leven. 
We will try and keep you up to date with more news from the L.L.A.I.A. 







