                    FISHING REPORT 25TH FEBRUARY 2006

The final completed catch returns up till the AGM on the 21ST of February 2006 has shown a 37% increase in salmon catches throughout the 2005 season compared to the previous year. The number of returned forms received amounted to 27%. This is a very healthy increase in catches and one that is most welcome. The sea trout catches went in the opposite direction down 24%. There is scope for further improvements on the salmon runs which is good news for all salmon anglers who are fishing the lomond system or intend to fish for salmon this year. 

Sea trout catches on many well known sea trout rivers appears to have declined in 2005 which is a worrying aspect as no one really knows why? Our own view is that the sea trout stocks remain vulnerable in our Clyde Estuary to the seemingly increasing numbers of seals. Nobody seems to be looking at the Clyde Estuary to see what the situation is. Has the various white fish populations in the estuary declined sharply over this past number of years. Are the trawlers who operate throughout the estuary too efficient and few fish are left for natural predators like the seals to predate on? Has the availability of small fish and crustaceans declined sharply, are we taking too many from these waters. Until we can get some answers I suppose we can just blame the seals for taking too many of our sea trout that reside in the estuary for most of the year or when they enter our rivers and eat our salmon and sea trout. As a nation have we lost the will to fight to change government policies that fail to protect our estuaries. We must ensure there is a balanced fishery that allows for sufficient surpluses throughout the food chain cycle to allow fish eating birds, seals and other creatures to take their rightful share. 

The LLAIA AGM took place on the 21st February with a lower turnout than most years though still healthy compared to most Angling associations with just short of a hundred members turning up. The vast majority of our members are extremely pleased with the way in which the system is being managed and were told by our chairman that although tough times were ahead of us financially the planned improvements to the banks and the purchasing of more fishing’s were all major pluses. It was another good year for the associations management team made even more remarkable considering they have presided over a period of national decline in the number of smolts now returning to home waters estimated to have fallen by 50% throughout the country. Questions from members such as why the association had introduced the ban on the shrimp & prawn were answered professionally and with complete honesty. It is a necessary step to bring the system into line with almost all other systems that have had this method banned for years. Compared to most other systems we have limited restrictions relying on anglers themselves to adopt a sporting outlook. If we feel that is not working we would not hesitate to impose rules that are in force in other fisheries. More and more anglers are realizing it is better to put some fish back and have more fish in the system and more likely to spawn. The result of those tactics is more likely to be more fish returning overall and that is what we all want.

The prospects of a canal either running through the leven or running parallel to the river were frightening and deeply worrying. Some leven anglers continue to downplay the river and talk it down or talk the association down at every opportunity without realizing that they are playing into the hands of those developers with their fancy boats and canals that would trample over all of us to get what they want. The river leven is a great salmon and sea trout river and it is time all anglers appreciated this and talked of it as such.

The worth of the leven can could be viewed by the number of salmon and sea trout caught (including those returned) by all those anglers that fish the river. Local anglers have much to loose if the river gets turned into a canal so we look to them to start putting in a completed and accurate catch return form at the end of this year. Non locals should also put in a return.

The number of kelts caught in the first few days brings with it its own set of problems. These fish if they survive are extremely valuable fish to the system, as they could become our finest quality fish offering great sport for the future. Many fisheries ban bait fishing at the start of the year to protect kelts from being damaged by swallowing worms used as bait and becoming damaged during the unhooking procedure. There is a strong case then for the management team to look at this rule and perhaps do what other systems do and ban the use of bait during the first few weeks of the season. Obviously nothing will be done for this year but it will be looked at for next year. 

         FISHING REPORT AND PROSPECTS as of 26th FEBRUARY
After the great burst of sport with kelts the water level rose and the fish had either moved down or went off the take. Since then the river was very quiet indeed with two or three anglers fishing during the weekdays. With such a low turnout and the extreme cold spell now apon us, it looked extremely unlikely that we would see a fresh springer taken before March. Our chairman was convinced that there is a very good chance of a fresh springer taken during February if only anglers would fish.

Saturday 25th saw just two anglers on the water and another three er…. not fishing (no rods) but talking about fishing. These days there are as many anglers who talk about the fishing, as there are who actually fish! One of those anglers prepared to fish was Gordon Pollock. It was a cold day but the water conditions were good with rain several days beforehand possibly tempting a few fresh springers into the system. Whilst fishing the piles Gordon hooked and landed a fresh sea liced fish around the eight pounds mark. The first springer taken off the loch lomond system during February for many years. 

This fish supports our viewpoint that this last couple of years has seen a significant increase in the numbers of spring fish now running the system. We asked our chairman about this phenomenon since he believes it is real and most un-expected. He believes this might well be the beginning to a return to the spring cycle or it could also be the removal or buy out of nets from various areas that has allowed more spring fish to survive. It is dangerous to get too hung up on this though, as there are so many factors at work.

Well there you go, the first fish off and the vast majority of us still sitting about waiting for the warmer weather to arrive. In fact most of us were probably getting quite smug about not starting yet and the week long weather forecast on the 24th February told us we are to experience a return to colder weather with temperatures dropping well below freezing. Once again the old traditional adages still remain true. If your fly or lure is not in the water you  will not catch fish. The three Ps still as true today as forty years ago, Persistence, perseverance and patience. 

There are those who will make all the excuses of the day and downplay this success with remarks inferring that this particular angler is never off the water or whatever else comes to mind. The only facts relevant are that the angler concerned is prepared to fish when others were not, he persevered and persisted and displayed that dogged refusal to give up. Through several years of doing this he may only have had limited success, but that success is utilized to enable him to fish in a way that if he is fortunate it gets him a fish.

This is what almost all of the successful anglers who fish the leven possess. Those that catch nothing are usually those that don’t have the time to fish regularly or have yet learned how to be successful. Some anglers might never become successful but if they enjoy themselves and catch an odd fish every couple of years then that is fine. If you are new to angling take a look through the various reports we do and you will find plenty of good pointers to guide you to success. Those of us who do these reports have experience and catch fish. It is important not to forget that spring fish are still not plentiful anywhere and even if we are experiencing a return to better times it still requires real effort determination and a wee bit of luck to land a springer on any given season. Don’t be too hard on yourself though. If you find you are trying hard and becoming fed up then give it a rest or adopt a different tactic. Read our chairman’s latest report coming out in March. He mentions some of the different tactics to adopt whilst trying for a springer. Fishing is a great sport so enjoy it.
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